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Tuesday, January 7, 2003

BRONX DISTRICT ATTORNEY ANNOUNCES NEW APPOINTEES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today the hiring of 7 new Assistant
District Attorneys.

The new ADA’s began a one-week training program under the supervision of Assistant
District Attorney Cari E. Ferreiro, Director of Litigation Training. The intensive program combines
courtroom observation with lectures in criminal court practice.

The following is a list of the new Assistants and their law schools:

Amy Ciota Syracuse University College of Law
Dennis Consumano Touro College- Fuchsberg Law Center
Matthew J. Holley New York Law School

Katherine A. Hort Fordham University School of Law
Amy Larson New York University School of Law
Irene Nisirios New York Law School

Daniel J. Solinsky St. John’s University School of Law
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Thursday, January 09, 2003

A QUEENS MAN IS ARRESTED AND CHARGED WITH IMPERSONATING A
DENTIST

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a Queens man has been
arrested and charged with impersonating a dentist.

Jose Luis Vargas, 34, of 31-57 34" Street, Astoria, has been charged with 1 count each of
Unauthorized Practice and Criminal Impersonation in the 1* degree. If convicted, Vargas faces a
maximum term of up to 4 years imprisonment on each count.

The defendant’s arrest is the result of an investigation conducted by NYPD Officers Andrea
Campbell and Virginia Hernandez of the District Attorney’s Squad. It is alleged that Vargas
practiced dentistry on hundreds of patients without a valid New York State license at the Espaillat’s
Dental Concept, PC, located at 638 East 169" Street from October 2001 through October 2002.
Vargas also allegedly wrote and distributed hundreds of prescriptions for various drugs for his
patients.

Additional counts may be added pending a continuing investigation. If you believe the
defendant has treated you, please call the Investigations Squad-at 718-590-2080 and give your name
and a number to the operator. An investigator will contact you.

Assistant District Attorney Pina M. Terranova of the Arson/ Auto/ Economic Crime Bureau
is prosecuting this case.
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Thursday, January 23, 2003

BRONX MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO 2001 LIVERY CAB DRIVER MURDER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 32 year-old Bronx man
has been convicted of murder in the 2001 shooting death of a 31 year-old livery cab driver.

Fermin Pena, of 587 East 139" Street, pled guilty to 1 count of Murder in the 2™ degree in
the death of his ex-girlfriend Anelidva Brown. Under the terms of the plea agreement Pena will
receive a term of 18 years to life imprisonment when he appears before Acting State Supreme Court
Justice Ira R. Globerman for sentencing on February 18, 2003 in Part DV. Pena also waived his
right to appeal

The murder occurred May 9, 2001 following a call from Pena to the victim asking for
assistance in jumpstarting his car because the battery was dead. When Brown arrived, Pena and an
alleged accomplice Arlin Abreu Guzman got into her cab and were driven to the location of Pena’s
disabled caf. Guzman allegedly shot the victim once in the head after being promised $2000 to
commit the murder.

Co-defendant Guzman, 24, of 1240 Sherman Avenue, whose case is pending, has been
charged with 1 count of Murder in the 1* degree, and 2 counts of murder in the 2" degree. If
convicted of the most serious charge of Murder in the 1* degree, he faces a term of up to life

imprisonment without parole. Guzman'’s next court date is February 4, 2003 in Part DV.
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Assistant District Attorney’s Astrid Borgstedt, and Robert Diaz of the Domestic Violence

/ Sex Offense Bureau are prosecuting this case.
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Tuesday, January 28, 2003

FORMER RIKERS ISLAND INMATE CONVICTED OF ARSON FOR SETTING
FIRES IN HIS CELL ON THREE SEPARATE OCCASIONS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a former inmate at the
city jail on Rikers Island has been convicted of arson for setting fires in his cell in the Central
Punitive Segregation Unit on three separate occasions.

Edio Dixon, 31, was found guilty on two counts of Arson in the 2™ degree and one count
of Arson in the 3 degree. Arson in the 2™ degree is a Class B felony offense punishable by a
maximum sentence of up to 25 years imprisonment. Arson in the 3" degree is a Class C felony
offense punishable by a maximum sentence of up to 15 years imprisonment. Acting State
Supreme Court Justice Ceasar Cirigliano set sentencing for Monday, February 10, 2003 in Part
T-5.

Dixon was convicted of setting the first fire on March 3, 2001. The second fire was set a
week later on March 10, 2001 and the third blaze was set on March 14, 2001. The incidents
occurred in the disciplinary unit at Otis Bantum Correctional Center where Dixon was awaiting
trial on a narcotics charge in Brooklyn and a re-trial on a robbery charge in Manhattan. The fires
were set around the cell door with the defendant’s food box, bed sheets, paper and jump suit.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Nadia J. Chanza of Trial
Bureau 52.
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Wednesday, January 29, 2003

FORMER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER CONVICTED OF SODOMY,
SEXUAL ABUSE, CHILD PORNOGRAPHY AND RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT
INVOLVING SIX YOUNG BOYS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today the conviction of former
elementary school teacher Milton McFarlane on charges of sodomy, sexual abuse, child
pornography and reckless endangerment involving six young boys.

McFatlane, 39, of Poughkeepsie, New York, pled guilty to all twenty-eight counts in an
indictment that charged, among other things, that McFarlane, “under circumstances evincing a
depraved indifference to human life,” recklessly engaged “in unprotected deviate sexual
intercourse, while suff-ering from a potentially fatal infectious disease.” McFarlane, who
disclosed his health status at the time of his arrest nearly two years ago, tested positive for HIV,
the virus that causes AIDS, in 1995.

State Supreme Court Justice John Barone set sentencing for Monday, April 7, 2003 in
Part T-2. The judge, over the People’s objection, said that would impose a sentence of ten years
imprisonment.

District Attorney Johnson had recommended a sentence of twenty years imprisonment:
“There is nothing redeeming about the predatory behavior of this defendant. He betrayed a sacred
trust and chose to go after the most vulnerable of victims. There is no clearer example of
someone who unconscionably put his own self interest before the welfare of the very children he
was supposed to protect.”

The sexual assaults, including the oral and anal sodomy of a nine year old boy, occurred

on several occasions in 1998 and 2001 while McFarlane was employed as a teacher at Public
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School 78 in the Williamsbridge section of the Bronx. McFarlane was a second grade teacher at
the school until his arrest on May 2, 2001.

McFarlane’s conviction on child pornography charges involved his possession of images
of children engaged either in obscene performances or sexual conduct on the hard drive of his
computer. The defendant had joined a child pornography club on the Internet and had received
hundreds of images and movies of children engaged in sexual activity.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorneys Robert Holdman, Lynetta
St. Clair and Sarah Schall.
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Wednesday, January 29, 2003

BRONX MAN CONVICTED LAST MONTH OF "DEPRAVED INDIFFERENCE"
MURDER IS SENTENCED

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 30 year-old Bronx man
has been sentenced to a term of up to life imprisonment for fatally shooting a 40 year-old man to
death in a case of mistaken identity.

Miguel Rivera, of 750 East 166" Street, was convicted last month of Murder in the D
degree. "in a manner evincing a depraved indifference to human life" in the shooting death of
Dwight Milan. Acting State Supreme Court Justice Phyllis Skloot Bamberger sentenced Rivera to
a term. of 24 Y2 years to life imprisonment.

The incident occurred on April 4, 2001, as Rivera opened fire on Milan as the victim entered
a bodega at 1105 Tinton Avenue. Milan was struck several times and ran outside the bodega while
being chased by Rivera who continued shooting until the victim collapsed on the sidewalk.

Rivera fled to a friend’s apartment where he changed clothes and left the murder weapon,
a .40 caliber semi automatic pistol. Rivera fled to Florida and was arrested on September 8, 2001
after returning to the Bronx.

During the trial Rivera testified that he shot the deceased because he believed that Milan,

who was merely an innocent bystander, had walked into the bodega intending to kill Rivera. No
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evidence was actually offered to show that this was Milan’s intent. According to testimony, Rivera
felt nervous because of the way the victim’s mannerism and the way he was dressed.
Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Theresa Gottlieb prosecuted this case.
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Tuesday, February 4, 2003

STIGATION INIT D BY BRONX DISTRICT A ORNEY LE
D UN CHARGES AGAINST MORE T TWO DOZEN MEMBE

VIRGINIA BASED GUN RUNNING RING

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that federal authorities in
Virginia have shut down a major gun running operation as a result of a joint anx DA- NYPD
investigation that began two years ago into illegal gun sales in the vicinity of the Gun Hill
Housing Projects.

A federal grand jury in Norfolk, Virginia indicted twenty six people last week on
conspiracy charges in connection with illegal trafficking in firearms. The defendants were
arrested in Norfolk, Hampton, Newport News, Portsmouth and Virginia Beach by a task force of
agents from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and local authorities.
Federal Authorities initiated the investigation after receiving information about the operation
from the Bronx District Attorney’s Office.

The United St;tes Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia Paul J. McNulty said the
accused allegedly made false statements to federally licensed firearms dealers in Virginia in order
to purchase guns that were then transported out of the state and illegaily re-sold.

Mr. Johnson said of the federal indictment: “This level of inter agency cooperation should

demonstrate our firm resolve to eradicate the proliferation of deadly firearms in the hands of
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criminals. It is no coincidence that as more and more illegal handguns have been taken out of
circulation, the homicide rate in the Bronx has declined significantly. We will continue to
prosecute gun runners on either end in order to ensure that whatever loopholes exist in gun laws
from state to state do not result in the needless loss of life in the Bronx.”

Mr. Johnson said the ring came to light in April 2001 when Detective Investigators from
the Bronx District Attorney’s Office and Detectives from the NYPD Firearms Investigations Unit
began a five month undercover investigation that resulted in the purchase of 107 guns and nearly
eleven hundred rounds of ammunition during twenty separate transactions. The undercover
“buys” occurred at a number of locations, including an apartment in the Gun Hill Houses, rented
rooms at area motels, and the parking lot of a fried chicken franchise on East Gun Hill Road.
Investigators spent more than $83,000 to purchase the weapons, ranging from “Saturday Night
Special” handguns to deadly Tech 22 caliber assault rifles.

Five defendants were charged with the criminal sale and possession of weapons as a
result of the Bronx part of the investigation. John Finley, 34, and Calvin Bailey, 21, both of
Newport News, Vu'g1ma and Letisha Washington, 20, of Troy, Virginia, pled guilty last October
2, 2002. Finley was sentenced to four years imprisonment. Bailey was sentenced to 2 years

. imprisonment. Sentencing for Washington has been set for April 16, 2003. Still awaiting trial are
Shawn Pettaway, 31, of Hampton, Virginia and Phenroy Lafayette Day Jr., 26, of Newport-
News, Virginia.
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Tuesday, February 4, 2003

FORMER SPECIAL EDUCATION HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER IS CONVICTED OF

ORI OF R AL, B /) L AN A e e e — —————

RAPE AND CHILD ENDANGERMENT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 31 year-old former
Columbus High School Special Education teacher has been convicted of rape and other related
charges for engaging in sexual relations with a 15 year-old student.

Mark Levy, of 4465 Douglas Avenue, Bronx, was found guilty of 2 counts of Rape in the
3™ degree and 1 count of Endangering the Welfare of a Child following a non-jury trial before
Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven L. Barrett. A permanent order of protection was also
issued. Levy faces a term of up to 4 years imprisonment for each count of rape when he is sentenced
on Wednesday, April 2, 2003 in Part M60.

Levy had sexual intercourse with the victim at his residence on two separate occasions,
March 2, 2001 and March 10, 2002 .

Assistant District Attorney David Birnbaum of the Domestic Violence / Sex Offense Bureau
prosecuted this case.
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Friday, February 07, 2003

BRONX MOTHER SENTENCED FOR ASSAULTING HER 7 WEEK OLD BABY

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 37 year-old Bronx woman
has been sentenced to a determinate term of 12 years imprisonment for the December 2001 assault
of her 7 week-old son.

Monique Ingram of 799 East 150™ Street, was found guilt.y last month of 1 count of Assault
in the 1* degree, a class "B" felony, for injuring her son Tyrell Jackson. Ingram was sentenced by
Acting State Supreme Court Justice Richard Lee Price.

Ingram testified that she had been caring for her son when she violently shook and threw the
baby down into his crib because he wouldn’t stop crying during the early morning hours of
December 7, 2001. Ingram did not seek help for the child until the following evening when she took
him to a hospital in Manhattan.

Injuries sustained by the victim were brain hemorrhage, retinal bleeding and numerous
fractures to his skull, collarbone and ribs. He has been diagnosed with permanent loss of sight,
paralysis to his left side and must receive occupational, physical and speech therapy regularly.

Assistant District Attorney Jill S. Starishevsky of the Domestic Violence / Sex Offense Unit
prosecuted this case.
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Friday, February 7, 2003

JURY CONVICTS STALKER WHO BEAT AND THREATENED AN EX-
GIRLFRIEND BEFORE LEADING POLICE ON HIGH SPEED CAR CHASE IN
WHICH TWO OFFICERS WERE SERIOUSLY INJURED

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a Bronx man with a
history of violent crimes was convicted last night of assault and other offenses in connection with
a series of a domestic incidents in February 2001 that ended following a high speed car chase in
which two police officers were seriously injured.

Johnny Santana, 29, of 2082 Gleason Avenue, was found guilty on two counts of Assault
in the 1% degree, two counts of Assault in the 2 degree, one count of Reckless Endangerment in
the 1* degree, one count of Stalking in the 1* degree, one count of Aggravated Criminal
Contempt in the 1* degree, four counts of Criminal Contempt in the 1* degree and two counts of
Endangering the Welfare of a Child.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Phyllis Skloot Bamberger set sentencing for Tuesday,
March 11, 2003 in Part T1. Santana is a violent predicate felony offender with two prior
convictions for illegal gun possession and attempted burglary. He is facing a maximum sentence
of sixty six and a half years imprisonment on the thirteen counts if he receives consecutive

sentences.
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The series of incidents began on February 12, 2001 when Santana went to his former
girlfriend’s apartment, in violation of an order of protection, and beat her in the presence of her
two children, a twelve year old girl and nine year old boy. The victim, Desiree Roman, was
hospitalized and treated overnight before going to stay at her mother’s apartment when she was
released the following day. When Santana discovered Roman’s whereabouts he began making a
series of threatening telephone calls telling her that he was going to “finish the job”. Police were
notified and went to the apartment. where they took several more telephone calls from Santana.
Santana, who was making the threatening calls from his cellular telephone, rejected police
suggestions that he turn himself in. When surveillance teams saw him driving in the vicinity of
the apartment where Roman was staying, they attempted to arrest him. Santana led police on a
high speed car chase. During the course of the midday chase, Santana nearly hit a young
pedestrian and also forced a police radio patrol car off the road. Three police officers were
injured, two seriously, when their car crashed into a pole. Santana continued driving until he
crashed into a parked car a short distance away. He then fled on foot into a nearby apartment
building where police found him hiding in a utility closet at 1966 Newbold Avenue.

The case is being prosecuted by Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Rosemary

Harlem of the Domestic Violence / Sex Offense Bureau.
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Friday, February 7, 2003

NEW YORK CITY POLICE OFFICER CHARGED WITH DEFRAUDING CAR

RENTAL COMPANIES AND OTHER OFFENSES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a grand jury has charged
a New York City Police Officer with defrauding car rental companies.

An indictment unsealed in State Supreme Court charged Keith Cliette,48, a Bronx
resident, with two counts of Grand Larceny in the 3" degree, a Class D felony offense punishable
by up to seven years imprisonment, one count of Grand Larceny in the 4™ degree, a Class E
felony offense punishable by up to four years imprisonment, Scheme To Defraud in the 1*
degree, a Class E felony offense and Unauthorized Use of a Vehicle in the 3™ degree, a Class A
Misdemeanor Offense.

Cliette, who is assigned to the 83" Precinct in Brooklyn, was released on his own
recognizance following his arraignment before Acting State Supreme Court Justice John Byrne
in Part B.

It is alleged that Cliette rented four vehicles from National Car Rental, Avis Rental Car
Systems and Hertz Rent A Car on four separate occasions between April 18, 2002 and November
24, 2002. In each case, Cliette is accused of keeping the vehicles, an Oldsmobile Alero, two

Chevrolet Blazers and a Mitsubishi Gallant, beyond the return dates on the rental agreements.
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Cliette allegedly rented the cars for periods of two to four days however approximately two to
four weeks would pass before the vehicles were actually recovered. The defendant has been
charged with defrauding the car rental companies of approximately $10,000 in rental fees. In one
case the rental car was towed by the City of New York for illegal parking near the defendant’s
residence. In two cases the vehicles were retrieved in the vicinity of the defendant’s home by
recovery agents for the rental companies. The fourth vehicle had been reported stolen. Police
recovered that car which was found parked in front of the defendant’s home.

Cliette was appointed to the NYPD in November 1996 after moving to New York from
Denver where he had also served as a police officer.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Noreen Morriss of the

Investigations Division’s Rackets Bureau.
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Thursday, February 13, 2003

GRAND JURY CHARGES HIGH RANKING CORRECTION DEPARTMENT

OFFICIAL WITH GRAND LARCENY AND OTHER OFFENSES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson and New York City Department of
Investigation Commissioner Rose Gill Hearn today announced that an indictment has been
unsealed charging a high ranking official of the Department of Correction with grand larceny and
other offenses.

It is alleged that Anthony Serra, 42, a New York City Correction Department Bureau
Chief, used department workers, who were being paid with taxpayers’ dollars, to make repairs
and maintain the grounds at his home in suburban Mahopac, New York in Putnam County.
Correction Department personnel also allegedly were used to run errands for Serra’s family. The
alleged crimes occurred between February, 2001 and November, 2002 while Serra supervised
the DOC’s Offices of Custody Management, Compliance and Management and Planning.

District Attorney Johnson said: “ These charges represent a violation of the public trust

and are particularly offensive in light of the city’s current fiscal reality.
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The conduct of this defendant appears to be motivated solely by greed. We intend to prosecute
this case vigorously and will recommend an appropriate term of incarceration in state prison if
the defendant is convicted.”

Commissioner of Investigation Hearn said: “ The conduct charged in this eighty nine
count indictment against Anthony Serra, a three-star chief, represents a gross abuse of power and
manipulation of the system. Anthony Serra boldly and arrogantly used the Department of
Correction as his own home improvement and valet service. The conduct charged is an insult to
the agency and the many dedicated, hard-working employees at DOC. Rest assured, this
investigation will continue and we will make every effort to make sure this conduct does not
resume.”

Serra surrendered this morning, accompanied by his attorney, following a nearly five
month long joint investigation by the Office of the Bronx District Attorney and the New York
City Department of Investigation. Serra was arraigned before State Supreme Court Justice John
Byrne.

The eighty nine count indictment charges Serra with one count of Grand larceny in the
3" degree, a Class D felony offense, one count of Defrauding the Government, a Class E felony

offense, forty one counts of Falsifying Business Records in the 1* degree, a Class E felony
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offense, forty one counts of Offering a False Instrument for Filing in the 1* degree, a Class E
felony offense, two counts of Official Misconduct, a Class A misdemeanor offense and three
counts of Criminal Possession of Stolen Property in the 5" degree, a Class A misdemeanor
offense.

If convicted, Serra could receive a maximum sentence of up to seven years imprisonment
on the Class D felony offense and up to four years imprisonment on each of the Class E felony
offenses. The Class A misdemeanor offenses are each punishable by a maximum term of up to
one year in jail.

Serra has been charged with having correction officers, as well as civilian employees with
crafts and trades skills, drive from the city jail on Rikers Island to his home in Mahopac,
approximately fifty miles away. There, on city time, the workers would plant trees and shrubs,
cut the lawn, repair the driveway, remodel a bathroom and upgrade the kitchen, among other
things. It is also alleged that Serra systematically looted a Department of Correction storage shed
of items that were recovered at the Mahopac home including a ladder, leaf-blower, work table,
mulch and other supplies. Serra, according to the indictment, falsified time sheets and over time
hours for the workers involved.

This is a continuing investigation and anyone with information is encouraged to come

forward.
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District Attorney Johnson and Commissioner Hearn thanked the following people for
their hard work on this investigation. Inspector General Department of Correction, Michael
Caruso, DOI Chief Qf Staff, Elizabeth Glazer, Deputy Commissioner of Investigations, Daniel
Brownell, Examining Attorney DOI, Robert Eisman, Assistant Inspector General William
Holland, Auditor Yuval Hibshoosh, Correction Officer Investigator George Santiago, NYPD
Captain Ann Marie Connell and her squad, Chief of Investigations, Assistant District Attorney
Stephen Bookin, Chief of Rackets, Assistant District Attorney Thomas Leahy.

The case is being prosecuted by Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Donald Levin
and Assistant District Attorney Richard Best.
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Thursday, February 20, 2003

JUDGE PROMISES SIX MONTH JAIL SENTENCE AND PROBATION FOR
DEFENDANT WHO STOLE AN ELDERLY WOMAN’S HOME -- DISTRICT
ATTORNEY RECOMMENDS A SIX YEAR TERM IN STATE PRISON

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a judge has promised to
sentence a 30 year old Bronx man to six months in jail and four and a half years probation for
stealing and then selling an elderly woman’s house. Mr. Johnson said that his office would
strongly recommend a term of two to six years in state prison and payment of restitution when
the defendant appears before State Supreme Court Justice Dominick Massaro, in Trial Part 14 on
April 25, 2003.

Ronald Massagli, of 3109 Roberts Avenue, pled guilty to one count of Grand larceny in
the 2™ degree, the top count in the indictment and a Class C felony offense. Since Massagli
pled guilty to the top count in the indictment, the judge, by law, has the discretion of imposing a
sentence ranging anywhere from a Conditional Discharge to a maximum term of five to fifteen
years imprisonment.

M. Johnson said the People would argue that “the proposed judicial sentence does not fit
the crime. This is a case in which a substantial period of incarceration is warranted. This

defendant forged the 82 year old victim’s signature on the deed to her house and then profited by
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selling the property, after discarding all of the elderly woman’s earthly possessions”.

The scam was hatched during the Summer of 2001 when the defendant was working as a
handyman for one of the victim’s neighbor’s. Massagli asked about the victim'’s property which
appeared to be abandoned and was told that the owner, Anna Pead, was in a nursing home.
Massagli visited the victim at the nursing home in July 2001 and asked if she would be
interested in selling the house, which was valued at nearly $250,000. Pead told the defendant no
and reported the incident to her social worker, however it was not until nearly a year later, in the
Spring of 2002, that the theft came to light. Pead received a bill from the New York City
Department of Environmental Protection and noticed that she was no longer listed as the owner
of the house. Pead got in touch with her lawyer who contacted the Bronx District Attorney’s
Office.

The theft of the property was uncovered during a follow up investigation by the N YPD
Detectives assigned to the Bronx District Attorney’s Squad. It was discovered that Massagli had
forged the victim's signature on the deed. The house was later sold for $50,000 and remodeled.
The interior was gutted and the woman’s possessions, including furniture, clothes, photographs
and memorabilia, were thrown away.

The judge has ordered the defendant to make restitution in the sum of $50,000 to cover
the loss of the victim’s possessions. The house itself will also be returned to the victim since it
was never legally the defendant’s property to sell.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Daniel Wanderman.
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Wednesday, February 26, 2003

YONKERS MAN RECEIVES THE MAXIMUM SENTENCE BY LAW FOR HIS
ROLE IN THE ATTEMPTED FIREBOMBING OF A RIVERDALE SYNAGOGUE

ROLEIN THK Al KM I KD MR Dy Ny A A A e e e

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 22 year old Mohammed
Alfagih, of Yonkers, has been sentenced to the maximum term of up to four years imprisonment
for his role in the attempted firebombing of a synagogue in Riverdale.

Alfagih was found guilty of one count of Criminal Mischief in the third degree on
December 16, 2002 after four days of deliberations following a three month trial.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett imposed the maximum sentence
allowed by law for a Class E felony offense. The Judge told the defendant that his crime had
caused divisiveness and had deepened a wedge between the Arab and Jewish communities.
Rabbi Barry Dov Katz said, in a pre-sentencing victim impact statement, that the incident had
rekindled painful memories of other events in Jewish history for both members of the
congregation and others who saw the damage to the synagogue.

District Attorney Johnson said: “This sentence should send a strong message that bias has
no place in our society and will be punished when it results in people and property being placed
in jeopardy because of their race, religion, gender, ancestry or sexual orientation.”

The assault on the Congregation of Adath Israel of Riverdale occurred on October 8,
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2000 on the eve of Yom Kippur, the holiest day in the Jewish year. One incendiary device was
thrown at the building while a second device was placed at the main entrance causing damage to
the front door. Alfagih had been charged with “acting in concert” with a second defendant,
Mazin Assi, who was convicted of Arson in the 3" degree as a hate crime as well as other
offenses, including Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 3" degree. However, Alfaqih was
acquitted of the more serious offenses even though evidence at the trial showed that his stated
motive for his involvement was his hatred of Jews in general. Alfagih drove the car that was
used to commit the crimes.

Sentencing for Mazin Assi is set for Tuesday, March 25, 2003 in Part 60. Assi is facing a
maximum sentence of up to fifteen years imprisonment on the attempted arson charge and a
maximum term of up to seven years imprisonment on the weapon possession charge. Assi could
be imprisoned for up to twenty two years if the judge imposes consecutive terms. Attempted
Arson in the 3™ degree ordinarily carries a maximum sentence of up to seven years
imprisonment. However, as a hate crime, the maximum sentence is fifteen years imprisonment.

These crimes were the first to be charged under the Hate Crimes Statute which went into
effect only hours before the attack on the synagogue occurred.

Assistant District Attorney Michael Cooper, Chief of the Bias Crimes Unit and Senior
Trial Assistant District Attorney Jeffrey Glucksman and Assistant District Attorney Daniel

Wanderman of the Investigations Division are prosecuting the cases against Alfaqih and Assi.
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Friday, February 28, 2003

BRONX MAN IS CONVICTED FOR THE MURDER OF A 15 YEAR-OLD

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 21 year-old Bronx man
has been convicted of murder in the shooting death of a 15 year-old Bronx youth in June 2001.

Raul Davis, of 1358 Washington Avenue, was found guilty of 1 count of Murder in the Pis
degree, and 1 count each of Criminal Possession of 2 Weapon in the 2" and 3" degrees, in the death
of Patrick Seltzer.

Davis is facing a maximum term of up to life imprisonment when he appears before Acting
State Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Straus for sentencing on Tuesday, April 15,2003 in Part T21.

The murder occurred on June 25, 2001, following an argument between Davis and Seltzer.
Shortly after their argument Seltzer walked into a grocery store located at 610 Castle Hill Avenue.
Davis followed the victim and shot him once in the back of the head killing him instantly.

Assistant District Attorney Debra A. Guarnieri of the Trial Division is prosecuting the case.
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Friday, February 28, 2003

ACCUSED SEX OFFENDER AWAITING TRIAL ON RIKERS ISLAND IS

FACING NEW CHARGES OF CONSPIRING TO HIRE A HIT-MAN TO KILL HIS

YOUNG VICTIMS AND THEIR MOTHER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 22 year old Bronx
man has been charged with conspiracy to commit murder for allegedly trying to hire a hit-man to
kill a six year old girl, her eight year old brother and their mother.

A grand jury indicted Nicholas Panton on three counts of Conspiracy in the 2" degree, a
Class B felony offense punishable by a maximum sentence of up to 25 years imprisonment.

It is alleged that Panton, earlier this month, while at the City jail on Rikers Island
awaiting trial on sodomy and sexual abuse charges, solicited the services of an undercover
detective who was pretending to be a hit-man. Panton allegedly offered the undercover detective
$3,300 to carry out the murders and provided descriptions of the intended targets as well as
information on where they could be found and when. Panton allegedly agreed to an initial $300
payment to demonstrate good faith and another $1,500 when the witnesses were killed. The final
$1,500 installment was to be paid once the sodomy and sexual abuse case was dismissed because
the witnesses could no longer testify.

Panton was arrested initially on October 26, 2002 and charged with two counts of
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Sodomy in the 1* degree, two counts of Sexual Abuse in the 2" degree and two counts of
Endangering the Welfare of a Child. The mother of the victims, a six year old girl and eight year
old boy, had hired the defendant as a babysitter. Charges were filed against Panton following an
investigation that began when the mother sought medical treatment for the daughter and
discovered that the child had contracted a sexually transmitted disease. It is alleged that the
crime involving the young girl occurred on March 21, 2002. Panton is charged with multiple
counts of sodomy involving the young boy. It is alleged that the defendant engaged in a Course
of Sexual Conduct Against a Child in the 1* degree between January 1, 2000 and October 31,
2000.

Panton, if convicted of the most serious sexual offense charges involving the two
children, would be facing a maximum sentence of up to 50 years imprisonment. Panton could be
facing a maximum sentence of up to75 years imprisonment if he is also convicted of the
conspiracy charges.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Rachel Singer.

HHEHHH
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Friday, February 28, 2003

BROOKLYN MAN IS GIVEN THE MAXIMUM SENTENCE FOR THE MURDER OF
A BRONX WOMAN

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today thata 34 year-old Brooklyn man
has been sentenced to a term of up to life imprisonment for killing a 22 year-old Bronx woman
January 9, 2001.

Rene Lisojo, of 2730 West 33™ Street, Brooklyn, a former security guard for Baitul Nasr
Security, was convicted last month of Murder in the 2" degree, "in a manner evincing a depraved
indifference to human life" in the stabbing death of Gisselle Figueroa. State Supreme Court Justice
Joseph Fisch sentenced Lisojo to a term of 25 years to life imprisonment.  Lisojo, a predicate felon
with five prior felony convictions, was paroled in July 2000.

During the trial the People presented the videotape confession by the defendant describing
in graphic detail how he repeatedly stabbed the victim and watched her bleed. Figueroa’s body was
discovered on January 12, 2001 after relatives were unable to reach her. The medical examiner
testified that the cause of death was multiple stab wounds to the neck and torso. A definitive motive
for the murder was unclear, however in addition to the confession, DNA evidence linked the
defendant to the victim.

This case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney’s Elizabeth Lorenz and David
Kromm of the Domestic Violence / Sex Offense Unit.
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Friday, February 28, 2003

BRONX MAN IS SENTENCED TO UP TQ LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR THE
MURDER OF A LIVERY CAB DRIVER

Bronx District attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 32 year-old Bronx man
has been sentenced to a term of up to life imprisonment for the 2001 shooting death of a 31 year-old
livery cab driver.

Fermin Pena, of 587 East 189™ Street, was convicted last month of 1 count of Murder in the
2" degree in the death of his ex-girlfriend, Anelivda Brown. Acting State Supreme Court Justice
Ira R. Globerman sentenced Pena to a term of 18 years to life imprisonment.

The murder occurred May 9, 2001 following a call from Pena to the victim asking for
assistance in jumpstarting his car because the battery was dead. When Brown arrived, Pena and an
alleged accomplice, Arlin Abreu Guzman, got into her cab and were driven to the location of Pena’s
disabled car. Guzman allegedly shot the victim once in the head after being promised $2000 to
commit the murder.

Co-defendant Guzman, 24, of 1240 Sherman Avenue, whose case is pending, has been
charged with 1 count of Murder in the 1* degree, and 2 counts of murder in the 2™ degree. If
convicted of the most serious charge of Murder in the 1* degree, he faces a term of up to life

imprisonment without parole. Guzman’s next court date is March 4, 2003 in Part DV.
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Assistant District Attorney’s Astrid Borgstedt and Robert Diaz of the Domestic Violence /

Sex Offense Bureau are prosecuting this case.
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Tuesday, March 4, 2003

LIFE IMPRISONMENT WITHOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF PAROLE FOR
BRONX MAN WHO MURDERED AND SEXUALLY ABUSED HIS ELEVEN YEAR
OLD NEIGHBOR

Bronx District Attornev Robert T. Johnson announced today that Clarence Moss has been
sentenced to life imprisonment without the possibility of parole for the murder and sexual abuse
of his eleven year old neighbor, Tamiqua Guttierrez, nearly two years ago.

Moss, 45, of 3225 Olinville Avenue, the Bronx, was found guilty of Murder in the 1
degree and Sexual Abuse in the 1* degree last September 20, 2002.

District Attorney Johnson called the sentence “well deserved” and said the defendant will
“never escape awareness of the horribly depraved and violent acts that he committed against an
innocent child.”

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Phyllis Skloot Bamberger imposed sentence after
hearing pre-sentencing arguments from Assistant District Attorney Gemma Waananen and from
the victim’s mother, Santa Cruz, who described the impact of the brutal murder on the young
girl’s family.

Cruz referred to Moss as a monster whom she would never forgive and told the judge that

the defendant had taken away “the most precious thing in my life.”
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The murder occurred in Moss’ apartment where the child was sexually abused and
suffocated on May 8, 2001. The girl’s body was discovered on the landing of the sixth floor
stairwell leading to the roof. There was a trail of vomit from the body to the front door of the
defendant’s apartment. Her vomit was also found on the defendant’s pants and on a pillow case
in his bedroom.

The case was prosecuted by former Assistant District Attorney Alvin Yearwood, who
resigned last month when he was appointed to serve as a judge in New York City Criminal
Court.

HHEHH#H
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Tuesday, March 04, 2003

BRONX MAN IS CONVICTED FOR THE THEFT OF THE LITTLE DRUMMER BOY

DRUINA IVEAIN 1D CUIN VI I N A, A A A A e A e e ——————=

STATUE AT WOODLAWN CEMETERY

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that an 18 year-old Bronx
man has been convicted of stealing the "Little Drummer Boy" statue from Woodlawn cemetery
in May 2001.

Robert Ilert, of 1967 Marmion Avenue, pled guilty to 1 count of Grand Larceny in the 2m
degree, a "B" class felony offense. Ilert faces an indeterminate term of 4 to 12 years imprisonment
when he appears for sentencing before Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven L. Barrett on
March 21, 2003, in Part M60.

The incident occurred sometime between May 11* and May 14™ 2002, when caretakers at
Woodlawn Cemetery noticed that the statue of the little drummer boy was missing from its pedestal.
After reading about the theft in the newspaper, a passerby noticed the statue in the front window of
an antiques shop at 216 East 125" Street and called the police. After a brief investigation, it was
determined that the defendant who used his correct name and address during the transaction, had
sold the statue, valued at over $50,000, for a sum of $300.

The defehdant also pled guilty to two unrelated and separate drug cases. The drug offenses

occurred while the defendant was on bail for the grand larceny case. Ilert was convicted of Criminal
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Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 3™ degree and Criminal Sale of a Controlled Substance

in the 3" degree. For each drug case, the defendant has been promised a term of 3 to 9 years

imprisonment to run concurrent with the grand larceny sentence of 4 -12 years imprisonment.
Assistant District Attorney Ginger S. James of the Rackets Bureau is prosecuting these cases.

HHEHHH
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Tuesday, March 04, 2003

BROOKLYN MAN IS FOUND GUILTY OF ROBBERY IN THE 1T DEGREE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 36 year-old Brooklyn man
has been convicted for the January 2001 gunpoint robbery of a jewelry store.

A jury found Reginald Greene of 14 Paerdegat Street, Brooklyn, guilty of Robbery in the
1* degree for stealing jewelry worth $464,000 from the Mirage 2000 Jewelry Center on Fordham
Road.

Greene faces a term of up to 25 years imprisonment when he appears before Acting State
Supreme Court Justice Michael A. Gross for sentencing on Thursday, March 20, 2003 in Part
T11.

The incident occurred on January 3, 2001, right after the safe was opened, as the jewelry
was about to be placed in display cases. Greene disguised himself in what appeared to be a UPS
uniform with a clipboard and envelope in his hand to gain entry. As the defendant entered the
store two unapprehended individuals pushed Greene into the store with guns drawn. The three
men herded the employees into a small bathroom where they were ordered to remain.

When Greene and the unapprehended individuals fled, the employees called the police.
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An anonymous tipster called the CIME-STOPPERS hot line, which led to the arrest and
prosecution of the defendant. The defendant was identified during a line up by two employees.
Assistant District Attorney Lisa Mattaway of the Trial Bureau is prosecuting this case.
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Wednesday, March 5, 2003

BRONX DISTRICT ATTORNEY ANNOUNCES NEW APPOINTEES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today the hiring of 2 new Assistant

District Attorneys.

The new ADA’s began a three day training program on Monday under the supervision of
Assistant District Attorney Cari E. Ferreiro, Director of Litigation Training. The program combines
courtroom observation with lectures in criminal court practice.

The following is a list of the new Assistants and their law schools:

Marc A. Brown Brooklyn Law School
Na Na Park University of Michigan Law School
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Wednesday, March 5, 2003

BRONX MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO MURDER AND OTHER CHARGES WHILE
DNA EVIDENCE EXONERATES A LOOK ALIKE

DINA LY IDRING D AR R A S e o e ———————

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 30 year-old Bronx man
has been convicted of murder in the June 2000 death of his 34 year-old ex-girlfriend.

Akwasi Yeboah, aka Kwame, of 1307 Herschell Street, pled guilty to 1 count of Murder in
the 2" degree, "in a manner evincing a depraved indifference to human life" in the strangulation
death of Ndella Diongue, and 1 count of Unlawful Imprisonment, for holding Marieme Diongue, her
sister, against her will.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice IraR. Globerman set sentencing for Tuesday, March 25,
2003 in Part DV. Under the terms of the plea agreement Yeboah was promised a term of 15 years
to life imprisonment on the charge of murder and 1 1/3 to 4 years imprisonment on the charge of
unlawful imprisonment, to be served concurrently.

The homicide and subsequent events began the afternoon of June 7, 2000 when Marieme

Diongue went home for lunch at the apartment she shared with her sister Ndella Diongue, whom the
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defendant was visiting. When Marieme Diongue returned home later that evening, the defendant,
who was hiding in the apartment, attacked and restrained her with bed sheets for several hours.

Marieme Diongue stated the defendant said "he would kill her like he killed her sister" if she
tried to escape. After several hours of trying to contact Ndella Diongue, her fiancé Larlai Larkai
arrived at the apartment and attempted to gain entry. Marieme Diongue persuaded Yeboah to let her
speak to Larkai outside. Once outside she ran to Larkai for help. The two men struggled until
Yeboah managed to slip out of his shirt and flee.

Marieme Diongue and Larkai retuned to the apartment where they found Ndella’s body
posed and covered on her bed. When EMS arrived they pronounced Ndella dead. The medical
examiner ruled her death to be the result of manual strangulation. Crime scene detectives found
DNA evidence underneath the nails of the deceased, and a thumbprint on a cup he used. Detectives
also had the shirt that the defendant had left behind.

While at the police station, both Marieme Diongue and Larkai identified a picture of a man
they believed to be the defendant. However, it was later discovered that the person identified in the
photo was a look alike, and subsequent DNA comparisons exonerated him.

As a result of a vigilant police investigation, Yeboah was apprehended approximately 2
years later on June 6, 2002. The defendant’s DNA was compared to evidence gathered at the crime

scene and was found to be an identical match.
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Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Rosemary Harlem of the Domestic Violence / Sex

Offense Bureau is prosecuting this case.
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Wednesday, March 12, 2003

TWO MEN CHARGED WITH STEALING $250.000 FROM BRONX HEALTH
CARE PROVIDER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that two men, including a
senior manager, have been charged with stealing more than a quarter of a million dollars from the
Bronx based Affinity Health Plan at 1 Fordham Plaza.

Emilio Noble, Senior Director of Marketing and Re-certification at Affinity Health Plan,
and Luis Omar Rodriguez have been charged with Grand larceny in the 2™ degree, a Class C
felony offense punishable by a maximum sentence of up to fifteen years imprisonment. Noble
has also been charged with multiple counts of Falsifying Business Records in the 1* degree, a
Class E felony offense punishable by a maximum sentence of up to four years imprisonment on
each count.

Noble, 39, of 5 Henry Drive, Wappingers Falls, New York was arrested at his home.
Rodriguez, 53, of 3750 Hudson Terrace, the Bronx, surrendered at the Bronx District Attorney’s
Office. The two men were taken into custody following an investigation that was initiated as a
result of information that came to light during an internal probe by Affinity Health Plan.

It is alleged that the theft occurred between October 2000 and January 2003 during which

some seventy checks totaling approximately $252,000 were issued to defendant Rodriguez as
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payment for a large quantity of health plan brochures that were never delivered. Noble allegedly
drafted phony invoices for the non-existent work product and then had the checks, drawn on
Affinity Health Plan’s account, made payable to Rodriguez.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Robert Bergida of the
Arson/Auto/Economic Crime Bureau.
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Thursday, March 13, 2003

A COVERT NARCOTICS OPERATION YIELDS OVER 500 GRAMS OF COCAINE
AND OTHER DRUGS, ONE BRONX MAN ARRESTED

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 36 year-old Bronx man
has been arrested and charged with allegedly selling drugs from his restaurant in the Morrisania
section of the Bronx.

Julio Ramos, of 1405 Rosedale Avenue, has been charged with 2 counts of Criminal
Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 1% degree, 1 count of Criminal Sale of a Controlled
Substance in the 1* degree, each class “A1” felony offenses, 5 counts of Criminal Possession of a
Controlled Substance in the 3 degree, 1 count of Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 4™ degree
and 1 count of Criminally Using Drug Paraphernalia in the 2™ degree. If convicted of the most
serious charges of possession or sale, Ramos could face a term of up to life imprisonment.

The investigation began in January 2003, when Bronx District Attorney Detective
Investigators received a tip about the owner/ manager of the Flamboyan Spanish Cuisine Restaurant
located at 978 Intervale Avenue distributing large quantities of cocaine. Once a month for three
months, Detective Investigators, along with an undercover officer purchased cocaine from the

defendant in excess of three hundred grams. During the March 11" operation, detectives armed with
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a search warrant, discovered an additional two hundred grams of cocaine, thirty grams of heroin,
miscellaneous drug paraphernalia and a fully loaded handgun.

The defendant, who was arraigned before Bronx Criminal Court Judge Diane Kiesel, was
remanded. The defendant’s next court date is Monday, March 17, 2003 in Part N located in the
Criminal Court building at 215 East 161* Street.

Mr. Johnson thanked the Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor for their assistance and
acknowledged the hard work of Bronx District Attomney’s Office Chief Detective Investigator
Stephen Nasta, Deputy Chief Frank Viggiano, Lieutenants Rocco Galasso, and Raymond Jones,
Senior Detective Investigators John Wall, John Tierney, Richard Quelch, William Qualls and
Modesto Acevedo, Detective Investigators John Chery and Kareem Clay, in building a case against
Ramos, which is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Colleen Barry of the Investigations/
Rackets Bureau.
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Monday, March 17, 2003

FLORIDA MAN FOUND GUILTY OF MURDERING FIVE PEOPLE
INCLUDING FOUR MEMBERS OF THE SAME FAMILY

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Luis Garcia has been
convicted of multiple murders in the deaths of five people including four members of the same
family. The victims, including a fourteen year old boy, were shot and stabbed at three separate
locations in March 2000.

Garcia, 41, of Miami, Florida, was found guilty on one count of Murder in the 1 degree
in the deaths of Denise Santos, 30, and Evelyn Ortiz-Santos, 39, seven counts of Murder in the
2" degree in the deaths of Eduardo Santos, 34, Ismael Santos, 14, Irvin Aguilar, 33, as well as
Denise Santos and Evelyn Ortiz-Santos. The multiple counts of Murder in the 2™ degree involve
two different legal theories of intentional murder and murder during the commission of a felony.

District Attorney Johnson said: “There are no words that can sufficiently address the
depths of the depravity that spawned these brutal murders. We can only hope that this verdict
provides surviving family members with some measure of justice.”

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Martin Marcus set sentencing for Monday, April 7,
2003 in Part T-13. Garcia is facing a maximum sentence of life without the possibility of parole
on the first degree murder charge and 25 years to life imprisonment on each of the charges of

second degree murder. Garcia was convicted after eight days of deliberations following a three
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month trial.

The murders occurred on March 2, 2000 beginning with the deaths of Eduardo Santos,
his nephew Ismael Santos, and Irvin Aguilar, at 2975 White Plains Road. The elder Santos was
shot once in the head. The boy was shot twice in the head. Aguilar was shot twice in the head,
once in the heart and also was stabbed numerous times. Garcia and an alleged accomplice fled
after robbing the victims of jewelry and an undisclosed amount of cash. The knife that was used
to stab Aguilar was left in his neck.

The fourth victim, Denise Santos, the sister of Eduardo Santos and wife of Irvin Aguilar,
was stabbed numerous times a short time later at 2934 Radcliff Avenue where Garcia fled after
removing a safe and some jewelry. The body of Denise Santos was also discovered with a knife
still in her neck.

The fifth victim, Evelyn Ortiz Santos, also was stabbed numerous times and was shot
three times in the head and torso. Her body was discovered at 2825 Olinville Avenue.

Garcia, along with his alleged accomplice, were arrested two days later in Kendall,
Florida, a suburb of Miami. Police recovered the victims’ stolen possessions as well as the
murder weapon, a 9MM Sigsauer semi-automatic pistol. The gun had been cut into more than

five dozen pieces.
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Trial for Garcia’s alleged accomplice, Jose Cosme Pizarro, 42, of Rio Piedras, Puerto

Rico, is scheduled to begin on Monday, March 31, 2003 in Part T-13.

The cases of both defendants are being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorneys

William Flack, Jeremy Shockett and Peter Coddington.
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Monday, March 17, 2003

FORMER BRONX RESIDENT WHO ELUDED POLICE FOR 15 YEARS HAS BEEN
CONVICTED OF MANSLAUGHTER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 50 year-old former Bronx
resident, has'been convicted of manslaughter for the 1987 shooting death of a 22 year-old Bronx
man.

Edwin Deir, aka “Mustapha”, of 405 Tasker Street, Philadelphia, P.A, was found guilty of
1 count of Manslaughter in the 1* degree in the death of Dexter Davis, aka “BayBay”. Deir is facing
a maximum term of up to 25 years imprisonment when he appears before Acting State Supreme
Court Justice Barbara Newman for sentencing on Thursday, April 3, 2003 in Part T15.

Deir, an alleged drug dealer, had hired Davis to work for him as a look out on December 9,
1987 for a pre-determined amount of money. When Davis sought payment, one of the defendant’s
associates gave Davis partial payment of the agreed upon fee. Witnesses testified that Davis began
arguing with the associate and grabbed several bags of marijuana from the associate and fled.

Witnesses testified that later that evening as Davis stood in the vicinity of 181 Street, he saw
Deir approaching him and ran into 814 East 181% Street. Dier was seen pursuing Davis with a gun
in his hand. Witnesses testified that they heard three shots before seeing the defendant walk away

from the building shortly before midnight. After the shooting, bystanders found the victim lying in
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the courtyard and carried him into the lobby. He was taken to Jacobi Medical Center where he died
a short time later. Deir, who was featured in various newspaper articles as a fugitive, managed to
evade police for nearly 15 years by fleeing to Philadelphia. As the result of a persistent police
investigation, Deir was captured and brought to justice. Mr. Johnson acknowledged the hard work
of Bronx District Attorney’s Office Senior Detective Investigators John Tiemey and Richard
Quelch in building a case against Deir.

Senior Assistant District Attorney Stuart Levy of the Investigations Bureau, prosecuted this
case.
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Wednesday, March 19, 2003

BRONX MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO POSSESSING THREE KILOS OF COCAINE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 49 year-old Bronx man
has been convicted of possessing three kilos of cocaine.

Juan Garrido, of 1860 Billingsley Terrace, plead guilty to 1 count of Criminal Possession of
a Controlled Substance in the 1% degree. Under the terms of a plea agreement, Garrido faces a term
of up to 15 years to life imprisonment when he appears before Acting State Supreme Court Justice
John S. Moore, for sentencing on Wednesday May 7, 2003 in Part JV.

The incident occurred at the defendant’s apartment on July 24, 2001 when he met with an
undercover New York City Police Officer whom he believed to be a major drug buyer. During the
meeting Garrido offered to sell the undercover officer 3 kilos of cocaine for $72,000. After viewing
the cocaine, the undercover officer told the defendant that he would return with the money. Once
outside the officer signaled his team and they entered the apartment and recovered the 3 kilos of
cocaine.

M. Johnson thanked the New York City Police Department Bronx Narcotics and Intelligence
Divisions in building a case against Garrido.

Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Thomas Kapp and Assistant District Attorney Lisa
Davis of the Narcotics Bureau are prosecuting this case.
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Friday, March 21, 2003

BRONX MAN INDICTED ON THREE COUNTS OF FIRST DEGREE MURDER
IN SHOOTING DEATHS OF NEIGHBORS FOLLOWING LONG RUNNING DISPUTE
OVER NOISE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 28 year old Corey
Gamble has been indicted on charges of first and second degree murder in the shooting deaths of
a 75 year old neighbor, her 53 year old daughter and 44 year old son.

The grand jury charged Gamble, of 1995 Birchall Avenue, the Bronx, with three counts
of Murder in the first degree and three counts of Murder in the 2™ degree in the deaths of Eunice
Younger, Gloria Watson and Ricky Younger. The murders occurred on Saturday, March 15,
2003 shortly after four o’clock in the afternoon. All three victims, who had lived in the
apartment above the defendant’s residence were pronounced dead as a result of gunshot wounds
to the head.

Gamble is being held without bail and is to be arraigned on the indictment in State
Supreme Court, Part “A” on Wednesday, April 2, 2003.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Daniel McCarthy, Chief Trial
Counsel and Director of Trial Training.
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Tuesday, April 1, 2003

BRONX MINISTER AND TWO OTHERS CONVICTED OF SWINDLING
DOZENS OF UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS WHO WERE TRYING TO OBTAIN
“GREEN CARDS” IN ORDER TO REMAIN IN THE UNITED STATES

Brenx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a minister who stole
thousands of dollars from undocumented aliens is facing up to six years imprisonment after
pleading guilty to a charge of grand larceny in connection with a scam that enticed victims
through radio commercials.

Reverend Erroll O’Connor, of 3010 Bruner Avenue, the Bronx, and co-defendants Robert
McKenzie, of 103 Craig Avenue, Freeport, New York and Emanuel Felder, of 55 Martin Luther
King Drive, Hempstead, New York, pled guilty to one count of Grand larceny in the 3" degree, a
Class D felony offense.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett set sentencing for Tuesday, April 15,
2003 in Part M60. Under terms of the plea agreement O’Connor, 50, will receive a term of two
to six years imprisonment. McKenzie, 42, will receive a term of one and a half to four and a half
years imprisonment and Felder, 35, will be sentenced to a term of two to four years
imprisonment.

The three defendants were charged with “acting in concert” to steal more than $260,000
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from undocumented aliens who were seeking to obtain “Green Cards” from the United States
Immigration and Naturalization Service. The defendants were arrested by Detective
Investigators from the Bronx District Attorney’s Office in September 2001 following a nine
month investigation.

Reverend O’Connor ran radio commercials in which he purported to be authorized by the
Immigration and Naturalization Service to help undocumented aliens obtain “resident alien”
status. Reverend O’Connor ran the scam from his church, Pentecostal Deliverance Ministries at
3747 Laconia Avenue. O’Connor’s co-defendant, Felder, posed as an INS officer and would
conduct interviews with the victims at the church. McKenzie assisted O’Connor in pre-screening
potential victims. The victims were charged an average of $4,000 for assistance in obtaining
“green cards”. The scam came to light when victims began to come forward with complaints
about the minister.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Jose Contreras of the
Investigations Division’s Arson / Auto / Economic Crime Bureau.
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Thursday, April 3, 2003

FORMER BRONX RESIDENT WHO ELUDED POLICE FOR 15 YEARS HAS BEEN

FORMER BRUONA R oL N VY A e e e —————

SENTENCED

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 50 year-old Edwin Deir,
aka “Mustapha,” a former Bronx resident, has been given the maximum sentence for the 1987
shooting death of 22 year-old Dexter Davis, aka “BayBay.”

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Barbara Newman sentenced Deir to the maximum term
of 8 1/3 to 25 years imprisonment. Deir, of 405 Tasker Street, Philadelphia, P.A, was found guilty
last month of 1 count of Manslaughter in the 1* degree.

Deir, an alleged drug dealer, had hired Davis to work for him as a look out on December 9,
1987 for a pre-determined amount of money. When Davis sought payment, one of the defendant’s
associates gave Davis partial payment of the agreed upon fee. Witnesses testified that Davis began
arguing with the associate and grabbed several bags of marijuana from the associate and fled.

Witnesses testified that later that evening as Davis stood in the vicinity of 181 s Street, he saw
Deir approaching him and ran into 814 East 181% Street. Deir was seen pursuing Davis with a gun
in his hand. Witnesses testified that they heard two shots before seeing the defendant walk away
from the building shortly before midnight. After the shooting, bystanders found the victim lying in

the courtyard and carried him into the lobby. He was taken to Jacobi Medical Center where he died
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a short time later. Deir, who was featured in various newspaper articles as a fugitive, managed to

evade police for nearly 15 years by fleeing to Philadelphia.

Senior Assistant District Attorney Stuart Levy of the Investigations Bureau, prosecuted this

case.
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Friday, April 4, 2003

FLORIDA MAN FOUND GUILTY LAST MONTH OF MURDERING FIVE PEOPLE
HAS BEEN SENTENCED TO A LIFE SENTENCE WITHOUT PAROLE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Luis Garcia has been
sentenced to a term of life imprisonment without the possibility of parole for the murders of five
people including four members of the same family. The victims, including a fourteen year-old boy,
were shot and stabbed at three separate locations in March 2000.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Martin Marcus sentenced Garcia, 45, of Miami, Florida,
to life imprisonment without parole for each charge of Murder in the 1* degree in the deaths of
Denise Santos, 30, and Evelyn Ortiz-Santos, 39. A term of 25 years to life imprisonment for each
charge of Murder in the pad degree in the deaths of Eduardo Santos, 34, Ismael Santos, 14, Irvin
Aguilar, 33, as well as Denise Santos and Evelyn Ortiz-Santos, to be served consecutively for a total
of 175 years imprisonment.

Garcia was convicted last month after eight days of deliberations following a three-month
trial. The murders occurred on March 2, 2000 beginning with the deaths of Eduardo Santos, his
nephew Ismael Santos, and Irvin Aguilar, at 2975 White Plains Road. The elder Santos was shot
once in the head. The boy was shot twice in the head. Aguilar was shot twice in the head, once in
the heart and also was stabbed numerous times.

Garcia and an alleged accomplice fled after robbing the victims of jewelry and an undisclosed
amount of cash. The knife that was used to stab Aguilar was left in his neck. The fourth victim,

Denise Santos, the sister of Eduardo Santos and wife of Irvin Aguilar, was stabbed numerous times
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a short time later at 2934 Radcliff Avenue where Garcia fled after removing a safe and some jewelry.
The body of Denise Santos was also discovered with a knife still in her neck.

The fifth victim, Evelyn Ortiz Santos, also was stabbed numerous times and was shot three times in
the head and torso. Her body was discovered at 2825 Olinville Avenue.

Garcia, along with his alleged accomplice, were arrested two days later in Kendall, Florida, a suburb
of Miami. Police recovered the victims’ stolen possessions as well as the murder weapon, a S9MM
Sigsauer semi-automatic pistol. The gun had been cut into more than five-dozen pieces.

Jury selection will begin on Monday, April 7, 2003 in Part T13 for Garcia’s alleged
accomplice, Jose Cosme Pizarro, 42, of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico. Pizarro is charged with 29 counts
of Murder in the 1% degree, 9 counts of Murder in the 2™ degree, 7 counts of Robbery in the 1*
degree and 2 counts of Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 2" degree. Pizarro faces a maximum
sentence of life without parole if convicted on the charge of first-degree murder and 25 years to life
imprisonment on each count of murder in the second degree. The multiple counts of murder in the
2™ degree involve two different legal theories of intentional murder and murder during the
commission of a felony.

Assistant District Attorneys William Flack, Jeremy Shockett and Peter Coddington are
prosecuting the cases of both defendants.
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Monday, April 7, 2003

FORMER SPECIAL EDUCATION HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER HAS BEEN

FURIVIR IS O E AL o U A L N Ay D e e e ——

SENTENCED FOR RAPE AND CHILD ENDANGERMENT

O IN L N ) & R AN N/ Ay A N A e

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 31 year-old former
Columbus High School Special Education teacher Mark Levy, has been sentenced to a term of up
to six months in jail for engaging in sexual relations with a 15 year-old student.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven L. Barrett, last February, found Levy, of 4465
Douglas Avenue, Bronx, guilty of 2 counts of Rape in the 3 degree and 1 count of Endangering the
Welfare of a Child, following a non-jury trial. Levy has been sentenced to a term of six months in
jail, to be served on weekends. In addition, Levy received 10 years of probation and must register
as a sex offender. A permanent order of protection was also issued.

Levy had sexual intercourse with the victim at his residence on two separate occasions,
March 2, 2001 and March 10, 2002 .

Assistant District Attorney David Birnbaum of the Domestic Violence/ Sex Offense Bureau
prosecuted this case.
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Monday, April 7, 2003

FORMER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER SENTENCED TO TEN YEARS

FOKRNVIEK B VN A Y O N e ==

[MPRISONMENT FOLLOWING HIS CONVICTION ON CHARGES OF SODOMY,

SEXUAL ABUSE, CHILD PORNOGRAPHY AND RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that former elementary
school teacher Milton McFarlane has been sentenced to ten years imprisonment for sodomy,
sexual abuse and other offenses, all of which involved children.

McFarlane, 39, of Poughkeepsie, New York pled guilty last January 29,2003 to all
twenty eight counts in an indictment that charged, among other things, that the defendant ‘“under
circumstances evincing a depraved indifference to human life,” recklessly engaged “in
unprotected deviate sexual intercourse, while suffering from a potentially fatal infectious
disease.” McFarlane, who disclosed his health status at the time of this arrest two years ago,
tested positive in 1995 for HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.

McFarlane, who also pled guilty to charges of reckless endangerment and child
pornography, admitted that he assaulted six young boys on a number of occasions in 1998 and
2001 while he was employed as a second grade teacher at Public School 78 in the
Williamsbridge section of the Bronx.

State Supreme Court Justice John Barone told McFarlane that a desire to spare the
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children from the trauma of having to testify was just about the only reason that he had agreed to
a ten year sentence for McFarlane’s offenses. District Attorney Johnson had recommended that
McFarlane be imprisoned for twenty years.

McFarlane’s conviction on child pornography charges involved his possession of images
of children engaged either in obscene performances or sexual conduct, on the hard drive of his
computer. The defendant had joined a child pornography club on the Internet and had received
hundreds of images and movies of children engaged in sexual activity.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorneys Robert Holdman, Lynetta St.
Clair and Sarah Schall.
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Tuesday, April 8, 2003

A SENTENCE OF UP TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR VIRGIN ISLANDS MAN
CONVICTED OF POSSESSING OVER FIVE POUNDS OF COCAINE THAT HAD
BEEN MAILED TO THE BRONX FROM ST. THOMAS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Delroy Fleming, 23, has
been sentenced to a maximum term of up to life imprisonment for possessing in excess of five
pounds of cocaine.

A jury convicted Fleming, of St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, on March 7, 2003 of
Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 1** degree, a Class A-1 felony offense.
State Supreme Court Justice Ira Globerman sentenced Fleming to serve 15 years to life
imprisonment.

The crime occurred on April 1, 2002 when Fleming accepted delivery of a package that
had been mailed to a fictitious person at 1420 Grand Concourse whom Fleming claimed to know.
Fleming signed for the package which contained over five pounds of cocaine. The package was
delivered by detectives assigned to the Major Case Unit of the New York City Police
Department’s Bronx Narcotics Bureau. A United States Postal Service Inspector accompanied
the detectives who executed a search warrant when Fleming was taken into custody.

Investigators recovered an additional pound of heroin in the freezer and more than thirteen
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pounds of marijuana in the living room and bedroom. Also recovered were narcotics packaging
materials, a heat sealing device and more than $9,400 in cash.

The package containing the cocaine had been mailed to the Bronx apartment from St.
Thomas, Virgin Islands. It was intercepted by U.S. Customs officials in Puerto Rico who first
examined the package by X-ray and then opened it to perform a chemical analysis of the
contents. Once the contents tested positive for cocaine the Postal Service contacted the federal
Drug Enforcement Administration. The D-E-A notified the NYPD. The package was re-sealed
and delivered to the Bronx where authorities arrested Fleming after he accepted delivery. He had
arrived in New York from St. Thomas several weeks before his arrest.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Dana Roth of the Investigations
Division’s Major Case Bureau.
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Wednesday, April 9, 2003

THE BRONX COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS® RIGHTS WEEK
SPONSORS SURVIVORS TRIBUTE AND ANNUAL DISPLAY OF THE BRONX
CLOTHESLINE PROJECT

The Bronx District Attorney’s, Crime Victims Assistance Unit, in collaboration with ten
agencies, hosted the Bronx Survivors Tribute and annual display of the Bronx Clothesline
Project last night, in conjunction with the observance of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.
A massive visual presentation told the stories of hundreds of survivors of abuse, violence and
neglect.

The dramatic illustration of T-shirt’s hanging side by side, provided viewers with a
glimpse of the devastating effects of crime on victims, which are often reduced to impersonal
statistics. Survivors of domestic violence, rape, child abuse, elder abuse, assault and other
crimes of violence decorated each T-shirt with messages, poems, photographs and drawings.
Some T-shirts were memorials to victims of homicide.

Mr. Johnson said:"Through this endeavor, community residents have an opportunity to
demonstrate that crime statistics are about tragic and painful events in the lives of real people,
and their tremendous struggle to persevere despite their loss. The information seminar also

provides vital information to those in need".
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During the tribute, survivors shared testimonials about their victimization and their
struggle to prevail. The program included guest speakers, testimonials, musical performances,
poetry, and a play by students in the after school program of P.S. 79.

The event, held in recognition of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, will continue
today, Wednesday, April 9, 2003 from 9:30AM to 3:00PM at the Bronx County Building
Veterans Memorial Hall, at 851 Grand Concourse, with the display of The Bronx Clothesline
Project and Information Fair. All attendees can obtain information and resources on Victims
Rights and Crime Victims services.

This two day event was co-sponsored by a broad coalition of victim’s advocates and
service providers. The list included The Bronx District Attorney’s Crime Victims Assistance
Unit, Bronx Borough President’s Office, Bronx Independent Living Services, East Harlem
Neighborhood Based Alliance Crime Victims Assistance Program, Fordham Tremont
Community Mental Health Center Crime Victims Assistance Program Family Crisis Services,
Human Resource Administration Community Affairs, Kingsbridge Heights Community Center
The Child Sexual Abuse Treatment and Prevention Program, North Central Bronx Hospital-
Sexual Assault Treatment Program-Social Work Department, Safe Horizon-Bronx Criminal
Court-Family Court Families of Homicide Victims Program, Sanctuary For Families - Bronx
Non-Residential Program, and SCAN Supportive Children’s Advocacy Network.

Additional Agencies participating in the Bronx Clothesline Information Fair were:
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The New York City Police Department Youth Services Section, New York State Crime Victims
Board, Aging in America, Neighborhood SHOP, RAIN, and Lift Legal Information for Families

Today.
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Thursday, April 10, 2003

CONSPIRACY CHARGES AND OTHER OFFENSES - INCLUDING MURDER-
FILED AGAINST MEMBERS OF A VIOLENT NARCOTICS DISTRIBUTION RING IN

FILED AGAINS T MEM bR Ok A ¥ L N A R e ———————

THE PATTERSON HOUSES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that investigators from his
Office’s Gang Prosecution Unit have shut down a drug operation that sold between $70,000 and
$80,000 worth of crack cocaine a month in the Patterson Houses, a New York City Housing
Authority development.

Nine people were taken into custody, at seven locations early this morning, by
investigators with search and arrest warrants. At least two other suspects are still being sought.
All suspects, except the ring’s alleged leader, 28 year old Anthony Windley, are reputed
members of the “Bloods” street gang. Windley allegedly is a “Bloods” associate.

District Attorney Johnson said: “Our Gang Prosecution Unit was created as a resource to
eradicate violent gangs from the streets of the Bronx. The inclusion of murder and attempted
murder among the charges filed today should indicate that the drug trade is not the non-violent
industry that some portray it to be. Today’s arrests represent a significant step in the effort to
keep Patterson Houses safe for its law abiding residents.”

The defendants have been charged with a range of offenses from Murder and Attempted
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Murder in the 2™ degree to Conspiracy in the 2" and 4" degrees, multiple counts of Criminal
Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 2™, 3%, 4" and 5™ degrees, multiple counts of
Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 2™, 3 and 4" degrees, Criminal Possession of

Marijuana in the 5" degree and Criminally Using Drug Paraphernalia in the 2" degree.

These arrests were the result of a nine month investigation that included the use of court
authorized wiretaps, other electronic surveillance techniques and analysis of records from several
telephone companies, a utility company and the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles.
NYPD Detectives assigned to the Bronx District Attorney’s Squad executed the warrants with
assistance from NYPD’s Housing Police Patrol Service Area 7, Bronx Narcotics Unit and Bronx
Gang Unit.

During the course of the lengthy investigation, authorities recovered 1,155 vials of crack,
aone and a half ounce rock of crack, 527 bags of marijuana, $4,025 in cash and five guns,
including two .45 caliber semi-automatic pistols, one .380 caliber semi-automatic pistol, one .40
caliber pistol and one .38 caliber revolver. Fifty three rounds of ammunition and a bullet proof
vest as well as scales and other drug paraphernalia also were recovered.

Arrested were:

Anthony Windley, 28, a/k/a Tone, of 454 East 145" St., the Bronx

Troy Rease, 25, a/k/a Ace, of 205 West 148" St., Manhattan

Mohammed Jackson, 18, a/k/a P-Killa, of 2715 Third Avenue, the Bronx
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Corey Stone, 24, a/k/a CO, of 2645 Third Avenue, the Bronx

Juan Sanchez, 23, a/k/a Chelo, of 281 East 143" St., the Bronx

Jose Acevedo, 18, a/k/a Stalloff, of 360 Morris Avenue, the Bronx

Richard Cruz, 20, a/k/a Goose, of 2715 Third Avenue, the Bronx

Eric King, 19, of 281 East 143™ St., the Bronx

Richard Perez, 20, a’k/a Bone Thugs, of 315 East 143" St., the Bronx

A charge of Murder in the 2" degree has been filed against Corey Stone in connection
with the fatal shooting of an alleged rival drug dealer, Hassan Brown, on April 1, 2001 in the rear
of 325 East 143" Street, the Bronx. Troy Rease has been charged with Attempted Murder in the
2" degree in connection with a shooting on October 1, 2002 in front of 308 East 145™ Street.
The target of that shooting, Darryl Rice, also was alleged to have been a rival drug dealer. Stone
is facing a maximum sentence of 25 years to life imprisonment if convicted of the murder charge.
Rease is facing a maximum sentence of up to 25 years imprisonment if convicted of the
attempted murder charge.

Windley and Jackson are also facing a possible sentence of 25 years to life imprisonment
if convicted of Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 2™ degree, a Class A-Il
felony offense.

All of the defendants, except for Stone and Sanchez, have been charged with Conspiracy
in the 2™ degree, a Class B felony offense punishable by a maximum sentence of up to 25 years

imprisonment. It is alleged that the defendants, acting in concert between January 2002 and
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April 2003, sold quantities of marijuana and crack cocaine to undercover detectives, possessed
loaded firearms, possessed illegal narcotics and discharged illegal firearms among other offenses.
The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Susanne M. Cichanowicz.
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Thursday, April 10, 2003

BRONX MAN IS CONVICTED FOR BEATING DEATHS OF HIS GRANDMOTHER

AND RIKERS ISLAND CELL MATE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today thata 22 year-old
Bronx man has been convicted of murder in the deaths of his grandmother in November 2000, and
his Rikers Island cellmate in January 2001.

Following a non-jury trial before Acting State Supreme Court Justice Ira. R. Globerman,
Derek Smart, of 1170 East 229" Street was found guiity of 2 counts of Murder in the 2™ degree for
the deaths of Mattie Conyer, 78 and Robert Konopka, 45. Smart is facing a term of up to life
imprisonment when he is sentenced on Tuesday, April 29, 2003 in Part DV.

The first murder occurred on November 16, 2000, when the defendant beat his grandmother
in the head with a mallet, crushing her skull. The victim’s son, who called the police, discovered
Conyer’s body that evening. Smart was arrested the next moming when he returned to the apartment
wearing blood stained clothing.

While incarcerated and awaiting trial in connection with his grandmother’s death, the
defendant claimed to hear voices and was transferred to the psychiatric observation section of the
Rikers Island jail known as the Anna M. Kross Center. Smart was placed in a two-man cell with
Konopka. On the day of Konopka's death, Smart was seen by a prison psychiatrist and returned to

his cell around 6:15PM. Prison records show that officers checked the cell at 7PM and found

Page 1 of 2



FORM F-18

0382003 #2 OFFICE OF THE http://bronxda.net
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
OF BRONX COUNTY 851 GRAND CONCOURSK
Bronx, N. Y. 10481
ROBERT T. JOHNSON 590-2234
DISTRICT ATTORNEY — PRESS RELEASE —

nothing unusual. At7:15PM Smart called officers to the cell and pointed to the body of his cellmate.
Konopka was pronounced dead a short time later at Elmhurst Hospital in Queens. The medical
examiner ruled his death to be the result of blunt force trauma to the head.

Supervising Assistant District Attomey Richard R. Best and Major Case Assistant District
Attorney David Birnbaum prosecuted this case.
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Friday, April 11, 2003

A SCARSDALE BUSINESSMAN IS CONVICTED OF MANSLAUGHTER FOR THE
2001 MOTOR VEHICLE DEATHS OF 2 PARKS DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 48 year-old Scarsdale
businessman has been convicted for the motor vehicle deaths of two New York City Parks
Department Employees in June 2001.

Following a non-jury trial before State Supreme Court Justice Margaret Clancy, Richard
Schwartz, of 21 Morris Lane, Scarsdale, was found guilty of 2 counts of Manslaughter in the e
degree for the deaths of Patricia Hollinshed, 44, and Marjorie Martinez, 40. Schwartz is facing a
term of up to 15 years imprisonment when he is sentenced on Friday, June 6, 2003 in Part M50.

Hollinshed and Martinez were struck and killed when Schwartz, who was driving a 1997
Toyota Land Cruiser and traveling at a high rate of speed, plowed into them at the intersection of
Bruckner Boulevard and Hunts Point Avenue. After striking the pair, Schwartz continued to drive
for about a block with one of the victims on the hood of his vehicle before finally coming to a stop.

A subsequent examination of the defendant revealed that the level of alcohol in his blood was
more than twice the legal limit.

Chief Trial Counsel Daniel McCarthy and Assistant District Attorney Kiran Vashishta are
prosecuting this case. |
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Tuesday, April 15, 2003

BRONX MINISTER AND TWO OTHERS ARE SENTENCED FOR SWINDLING

DOZENS OF UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS WHO WERE TRYING TO OBTAIN

‘GREEN CARDS” IN ORDER TO REMAIN IN THE UNITED STATES

“GREEN CARDS” INORDER 10 R AL A 1 s s

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnso:i announced today that a minister who stole

thousands of dollar:

s from undocumented aliens has been sentenced to a term of up to 6 years

imprisonment on the charge of grand larceny, in connection with a scam which offered assistance

to people seeking to obtain “green cards”.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett sentenced Reverend Erroll O’Connor,

50, of 3010 Bruner Avenue, to a term of 2 to 6 years imprisonment. Co-defendants Robert

McKenzie, 42, of 103 Craig Avenue, Freeport, New York was sentenced to a term of 1 %2 to 4

years imprisonment, and Emanuel Felder, 35, of 55 Martin Luther King Drive, Hempstead, New

York, wa

s sentenced to a term of 2 to 4 years imprisonment. Each defendant pled guilty earlier this

month to one count of Grand larceny in the 3" degree, a Class D felony offense.

The three defendants were charged with “acting in concert” in stealing more than $260,000

from undocumented aliens who were seeking to obtain “green cards” from the United States

Immigration and Naturalization Service. The defendants were arrested by Detective Investigators

from the Bronx District Attorney’s Office in September 2001 following a nine month investigation.
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Reverend O’Connor ran radio commercials in which he purported to be authorized by the
Immigration and Naturalization Service to help undocumented aliens obtain “resident alien” status.
Reverend O’Connor ran the scam from his church, Pentecostal Deliverance Ministries at 3247
Laconia Avenue. O’Connor’s co-defendant, Felder, posed as an INS officer and would conduct
interviews with the victims at the church. McKenzie assisted O’Connor in pre-screening potential
victims. The victims were charged an average of $4,000 for assistance in obtaining “green cards”.
The scam came to light when victims began to come forward with complaints about the minister.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Jose Contreras of the Investigations
Division’s Arson / Auto / Economic Crime Bureau.
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Wednesday, April 16, 2003

BRONX MAN SENTENCED TO A TERM OF UP TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR
THE 2001 MURDER OF A 15 YEAR-OLD

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 21 year-old Raul Davis,
has been given the maximum sentence of up to life imprisonment for the 2001 shooting death of 15
year-old Patrick Seltzer.

A jury found Davis. of 1358 Washington Avenue, the Bronx, guilty last February of 1 count
of Murder in the 2™ degree, and 1 count each of Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 2" and 34
degrees. Acting State Su.preme Court Justice Robert H. Straus sentenced Davis to the maximum
allowable term of 25 years to life imprisonment on the charge of Murder in the 2™ degree. Davis
also received concurrent terms of 15years imprisonment on the charge of Criminal Possession of a
Weapon in the 2" degree and 7 years imprisonment on the charge of Criminal Possession of a
Weapon in the 3™ degree.

The murder occurred on June 25, 2001, following an argument between Davis and Seltzer.
Shortly after their argument Seltzer walked into a grocery store located at 610 Castle Hill Avenue.
Davis followed the victim and shot him once in the back of the head killing him instantly.

Assistant District Attorney Debra A. Guarnieri of the Trial Division prosecuted this case.
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Tuesday, April 22, 2003

BRONX MAN IS CAUGHT IN AN INTERNET STING OPERATION AND CHARGED
WITH PROMOTING CHILD PORNOGRAPHY AND OTHER RELATED CHARGES

YV N F N IvAG RNy AR A AN N A S ==

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 42 year-old Bronx man
has been arrested and charged with promoting child poraograpliy and other related charges.

Nelson Garcia, of 3770 Bronxwood Avenue, has been charged with 1 count each of
Promoting A Sexual Performance By a Child, a class "D" felony offense, Possessing A Sexual
Performance By a Child, a class "E" felony offense, Promoting an Obscene Sexual Performance By
a Child, a class "D" felony offense, Possessing an Obscene Performance By a Child, a class "E"
felony offense, and Attempted Endangering the Welfare of a Child, a class "A" misdemeanor
offense. If convicted of the most serious charges of promoting and possessing an obscene sexual
performance by a child, Garcia could face maximum terms of up to 7 years imprisonment on each
count. The defendant was arraigned today and bail was set at $5,000 cash or bond. Garcia is due
back in court on Friday, April 25, 2003 in Part F.

The arrest was the culmination of a series of conversations between the defendant and an
undercover New Hampshire Police Detective who met the defendant in an Internet chat room while
pretending to be a 14 year-old boy. During the chats Garcia would allegedly send the detective
photographs of prepubescent boys engaged in sexual acts. Garcia also sent the detective a photo of

himself. Detectives from the New Hampshire Police Department notified the New York City Police
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Department’s Sexual Exploitation of Children’s Squad, Vice Division, who in turn notified the
Bronx District Attorney’s Office in March 2003, at which time our investigation commenced.

It is also alleged that Garcia, sent the detective a 33 minute video tape of prepubescent males
engaged in various sexual activities this past February . Garcia was arrested following the execution
of a search warrant by detectives from the NYPD’s Sexual Exploitation of Children’s Squad, Vice
Enforcement Division.

This arrest is the result of an ongoing initiative of the Internet Crimes Against Children Task
Force. The Bronx District Attorney’s Office is part of a satellite task force that is funded by a grant
from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.

This case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Pina Terranova of the Arson /
Auto / Economic Crimes Division.
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Friday, April 25, 2003

GRAND JURY CHARGES FORMER CO-OP CITY VIDEOQ STORE MANAGER
WITH MULTIPLE COUNTS OF RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE INVOLVING FiVE

' YOUNG WOMEN

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced that a grand jury, tonight, indicted
a 24 year old Brooklyn man on charges that he either raped or sexually abused five women who
had worked at a video rental store that he had managed.

The grand jury returned a sixteen count indictment charging Charles Cabble, of 1306
Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, with one count of Rape in the 1* degree, one count of Rape in the 3™
degree, one count of Attempted Rape in the 1% degree and thirteen counts of Sexual Abuse in
the 1* degree.

The charges involved attacks against five women between August 2, 2002 and March 1,
2003. Three victims were seventeen years old. One woman was twenty nine. Another was
twenty one and one was eighteen. According to court papers the alleged rape occurred on March
1, 2003 in an apartment on East 149™ Street. It is alleged that all of the other attacks occurred at
a video rental store at 2098 Bartow Avenue.

Rape in the 1* degree is a Class B felony offense punishable by a maximum sentence of

up to twenty five years imprisonment. Attempted Rape in the 1* degree is a Class C felony
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offense punishable by a maximum sentence of up to fifteen years imprisonment. Sexual Abuse
in the 1% degree is a Class D felony offenses punishable by a maximum sentence of up to seven
years imprisonment on each count. Rape in the 3" degree is a Class E felony offense punishable
by a maximum sentence of up to four years imprisonment.

Cabble, of 1306 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn is being held in lieu of $30,000 bail at the City
jail on Rikers Island. Judge Harold Adler raised the defendant’s bail at the People’s request.
Cabble is scheduled to return to court on Monday, April 28, 2003 in Part F.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Jena Rizzo of the Domestic
Violence / Sex Offense Bureau.
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Monday, April 28, 2003

BRONX JURY CONVICTS MAN OF RAPE AND OTHER RELATED CHARGES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 24 year-old Bronx man
has been convicted of raping and sodcmizing a 20 year-old woman in January 2002.

A jury found Kevin Parsons, of 3932 Wilder Avenue, guilty of Rape in the 1* degree and
Sodomy in the 1" degree. Parsons, a predicate felon, faces up to 50 years imprisonment when he
appears before Acting State Supreme Court Justice Michael A. Gross for sentencing in Part T11,
Friday, May 9, 2003.

The victim testified that the attack occurred on the afternoon of January 4, 2002 after the
defendant approached her as she used a pay phone on the comer of Baychester Avenue and 2331
Street. She stated the defendant brandished a knife and forced her to accompany him to an apartment
where he raped and sodomized her. Parsons then took the victim’s work ID and told her "I know
where you work, if you tell anyone I'll kill you".

The victim stated that she was allowed to get dressed and was driven to the train station by
a friend of the defendant. She later reported the incident to police and was treated at a hospital. The
defendant was apprehended early the next day after the victim pointed out the building where she
was raped.

Co-defendant Maryann Demeny, 29, also of 3932 Wilder Avenue, pled guilty to Obstructing

Governmental Administration, a class "A" misdemeanor which carries a sentence of up to 1 year in
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jail for destroying the victim's ID card after the police began their investigation, Sentencing for
Demeny is set for May 19, 2003 in Part APS.
This case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Jill S, Starishevsky of the

Domestic Violence / Sex Abuse Diviston.
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Thursday, May 1, 2003

YONKERS MAN SENTENCED TO A MAXIMUM TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS

IMPRISONMENT FOR ATTEMPTED ARSON AT A RIVERDALE SYNAGOGUE AS A

HATE CRIME

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 23 year old Yonkers
man, Mazin Assi, has been sentenced to a maximum term of up to fifteen years imprisonment for
his role in an attempted firebombing at a synagogue in Riverdale.

Assi, of 2 Landscape Place, Yonkers, was convicted last December of Attempted Arson
in the 3" degree and Criminal Mischief in the 3 degree, as Hate Crimes, Criminal Possession of
a Weapon in the 3" degree and Aggravated Harassment in the 1* degree. Assi was found guilty
after a day of deliberations following a three month trial.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett sentenced Assi to the maximum term
of five to fifteen years imprisonment on the arson charge with current sentences of two and a
third to seven years on the criminal mischief and weapons possession charges and one and a third
to four years on the charge of aggravated harassment.

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson said the punishment was most fitting and
hopefully would be a deterrent to others who would resort to criminal behavior because of

prejudice: “Protecting everyone demands that we permit no one to be attacked because of who
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they are. Qur mission is to make the community safe for Jews, Arabs and all of the people of
Bronx County.”

A second defendant, 22 year old Mohammed Alfaqih, also of Yonkers, was sentenced last
February 26, 2003, to a maximum term of up to four years imprisonment for his role in the attack
on the synagogue. Alfaqih was found guilty of Criminal Mischief in the third degree on
December 16, 2002 after four days of deliberations.

The assault on the Congregation of Adath Israel of Riverdale occurred on October 8,
2000 on the eve of Yom Kipur, the holiest day in the Jewish year. One incendiary device was
thrown at the building while a second device was placed at the main entrance, causing damage to
the front door.

These crimes were the first to be charged under the Hate Crimes Statute which went into
effect only hours before the attack on the synagogue occurred.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Michael Cooper, Chief of the
Bias Crimes Unit, Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Jeffrey Glucksman and Assistant
District Attorney Daniel Wanderman of the Investigations Division.
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Wednesday, May 7, 2003

24 YEAR OLD BRONX MAN FACING TWELVE YEARS IMPRISONMENT
FOLLOWING CONVICTION ON GUN TRAFFICKING CHARGES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 24 year old Naashan
Wauchope has been convicted of conspiracy and other offenses in connection with a long term
investigation during which he sold more than two dozen guns to an undercover detective.

Wauchope, of 3555 Bainbridge Avenue, the Bronx, pled guilty to one count of Criminal
Sale of a Firearm in the 2™ degree, six counts of Criminal Sale of a Firearm in the 2™ degree, one
count of Conspiracy in the 4" degree and one count of Criminal Possession of a Controlled
Substance in the 5" degree.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett set sentencing for Wednesday, May
21, 2003 in Part M-60. Under terms of the plea agreement, Wauchope will be sentenced to
twelve years in prison on the charge of Criminal Sale of a Firearm in the 2" degree, a Class C
felony offense. The judge will also impose current sentences for the remaining less serious
offenses, two to six years imprisonment on each of six counts of Criminal Sale of a Firearm in
the 3™ degree, one to three years imprisonment on the conspiracy charge, and one to three years
imprisonment on the drug possession charge.

Wauchope’s conviction was the result of a four month joint investigation by the Bronx
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District Attorney’s Office and the NYPD’s Firearms Investigations Unit. During the course of
the investigation, from December 2001 through March 2002, Wauchope sold a total of twenty
six firearms, mostly semi automatic pistols, as well as twenty eight tablets of the drug “ecstasy”
to an undercover detective. There were a total of eight separate transactions worth approximately
$19,000. The defendant also admitting that he had conspired to sell the undercover detective an
additional thirty one firearms. New Mexico State Police, on March 3, 2002, seized thirty one
guns that were found in the trunk of a car in which the defendant was a passenger. Thé guns,
which had been purchased legally in Arizona, were confiscated on the suspicion that they were
being transported for sale elsewhere. However, New Mexico authorities declined to file charges
against Wauchope or his traveling companions.

One of Wauchope’s co-defendants, Warren Blake, is still awaiting trial on a single charge
of Criminal Sale of a Firearm in the 3" degree. A second co-defendant, Lotoya Collins, pled
guilty in March 2002 to one count of Attempted Criminal Sale of a Firearm in the 3" degree.
Collins was sentenced to six months in jail and placed on probation for four and a half years of
intensive supervision.

Assistant District Attorney Daniel Sullivan, of the Investigations Division’s Rackets

Bureau is prosecuting this case.
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Friday, May 9, 2003

FIVE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN INDICTED FOR STEALING MORE THAN $29,000 IN
THE FIRST KNOWN ELECTRONIC BENEFIT TRANSFER (EBT) SCAM

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson and the NYC Commissioner of the Human
Resources Administration Verna Eggleston announced today that five people have been charged in
the first known indicted case for credit fraud involving the Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) system.
The EBT system is a debit / credit card which replaced paper food stamps. A grand jury has indicted
the defendants on Grand larceny and related charges for allegedly stealing more than $29,000 from
a Pioneer / Janview Food, Inc. Supermarket in the Bronx.

Mr. Johnson said that the arrests were the result of a two-month joint investigation by the
Bronx District Attorney’s Office and HRA’s Bureau of Fraud Investigation. The probe began when
Milton Diaz, Manager of Pioneer / Janview Food, Inc., contacted HRA because his business had
suffered losses in excess of $29,000 from suspicious transactions involving EBT account credits.
Investigators believe that Barbara Jones, 19, a former Pioneer / Janview Food Inc. Supermarket
employee was the alleged key player of this scam.

Barbara Jones, of 1075 University Avenue, has been charged with 3 counts of Computer
tampering in the 2™ degree, a class “D” felony offense, 33 counts of Computer tampering in the 3"
degree, a class “E” felony offense, 30 counts of Tampering with public records in the 1* degree, a

class “D” felony offense, 1 count of Grand larceny in the 3™ degree, a class “D” felony offense, 1
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count of Attempted Grand larceny in the 3" degree, 2 counts of Grand larceny in the 4" degree, both
class “E” felony offenses, and 1 count of Petit larceny. If convicted of the most serious charges of
Grand larceny in the 3™ degree, Computer tampering in the 2" degree, and Tampering with public
records in the 1°* degree, the defendant faces a maximum term of up to 15 years imprisonment.

Ayesha Jones, 35, of 1135 University Avenue, a predicate felon, and the mother of Barbara
Jones, has been charged with 1 count of Grand larceny in the 3 degree, a class “D” felony offense
and 1 count of Attempted Grand larceny in the 3™ degree, a class “E” felony offense. If convicted
of the most serious charge, Ayesha Jones faces a maximum term of up to 7 years imprisonment.

Wylene Attaway, 37, of 1180 Lebanon Street, and Nakkia McClain, 24, of 1075 University
Avenue, have each been charged with 1 count of Grand larceny in the 4™ degree, a class “E” felony
offense which carries a maximum sentence of up to 4 years imprisonment. Ashley Quinton, 48, of
37 West 138" Street, Manhattan, has been charged with 1 count of Petit larceny, a class “A”
misdemeanor. Quinton faces a maximum term of up to 1 year imprisonment if convicted.

The scheme began on December 8, 2002 when Barbara Jones, allegedly devised a plan to
credit the accounts of her co-defendants using the EBT system that must be used in conjunction with
a Personal Identification Number. Barbara Jones allegedly credited co-defendant Ayesha Jones’
account between December 16, 2002 through January 17, 2003, for a total of $23,700 and attempted
to credit Ayesha Jones account with another $3,700. The scheme continued as Barbara Jones
allegedly continued to credit the accounts of co-defendant McClain between January 2, 2003,

through January 16, 2003, totaling $2,559; co-defendant Attaway’s account on January 12, 2003,
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and January 15, 2003, totaling $2,000: and co-defendant Quinton’s account on January 15, 2003,
with $400.

M. Johnson thanked Alida Mattos, First Deputy Director of the Bureau Fraud Investigation
for the Human Resource Administration, and HRA'’s lead investigator Thomas Toth, the NYS
Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance, in building a case and acknowledged the
cooperation of Pioneer / Janview Food Inc. Also acknowledged was Bronx District Attorney’s
Office Detective Investigator Peter L. Moro, and the Detective Investigation Unit.

Assistant District Attorney Earamichia Brown of the Arson / Auto / Economic Crime
Division is prosecuting this case.

HHEHHH
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Tuesday, May 13, 2003

GRAND JURY INDICTS VETERAN NEW YORK CITY POLICE OFFICER FOR
FORGERY AND OTHER RELATED CHARGES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 44 year-old New York
City Police Officer assigned to the 50" Precinct has been indicted on charges of forgery, petit larceny
and other related charges for allegedly stealing $600 from an elderly woman.

A grand jury indicted Gustavo Figueroa, of New Windsor, NY, on 3 counts of Forgery in the
2" degree, a class “D” felony offense, 3 counts of Criminal possession of a forged instrument in the
2" degree, a class “D” felony offense, 5 counts of Petit larceny, a class A’ misdemeanor offense,
I count of Criminal Possession of stolen property in the 5 degree, a class “A” misdemeanor offerse,
and 2 counts of Official misconduct, a class “A” misdemeanor offense.

Figueroa, arraigned today before Acting State Supreme Court Justice John N. Byrne in Part
A, has been suspended from duty and is due back in court on June 27, 2003 in Part M60. If
convicted of the most serious charges of Forgery and Criminal possession of a forged instrument,
Figueroa faces a maximum term of up to 7 years imprisonment.

The alleged incident occurred on November 2, 2002, when the defendant, while on duty and
in uniform as a New York City Police Officer, responded to a call for assistance by an elderly woman

at 2707 Sedgewick Avenue. After Figueroa and his partner left the victim’s apartment, the elderly
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woman discovered that an envelope containing three sequentially numbered money orders, totaling
approximately $600, along with her public benefit identification card were missing.

During an investigation by the Internal Affairs Bureau of the NYPD and the Bronx District
Attorney’s Rackets Bureau, it was discovered that the money orders purchased by the elderly victim
had been deposited into the defendant’s bank account. The money orders had been made payable
to Figueroa and the name of a relative of the defendant was signed as the payer.

Mr. Johnson thanked the New York City Police Department Internal Affairs Bureau and the
Bronx District Attorney’s Rackets Bureau for their contribution building a case.

Assistant District Attorney Todd Sherman of the Rackets Bureau is prosecuting this case.

HE#HHH
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Thursday, May 15, 2003

P JURY CONVICTS A BROOKLYN MAN FOR ROBBING AN ELDERLY
CO-OP CITY MAN

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 24 year-old Brooklyn
man has been convicted of robbing a 78 year-old Co-op City man in April 2002.

A jury found Coreem Myers, of 935 Green Avenue, Brooklyn, guilty of 1 count of Robbery
in the 2" degree. Myers, a predicate violent felony offender, faces a term of up to fifteen years
imprisonment when he appears before Acting State Supreme Court Justice Barbara Newman for
sentencing on Thursday, June 12, 2002 in Part T15.

Co-defendant Tyrone Bailey, 18, of 3560 Bivonia Street, pled guilty last year to | count of
Robbery in the 2* degree. Under the terms of the plea agreement, Bailey, a youthful offender, was
sentenced to 5 years probation.

The incident occurred when the victim returned to his residence in Co-op City, from a trip
to the bank on April 3, 2002. As the victim entered the elevator, Myers grabbed him around the neck
and threw him to the ground while Bailey reached into the victim’s pockets and stole $507. The
defendants then fled.

Sergeant Richard Lally of the Co-op City Department of Public Safety observed Myers and
Bailey running from the building with the victim in pursuit. Detectives Rick Young, Frank Sanchez

and Captain Clarence Dickens of the Co-op City Department of Public Safety joined the chase, and
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the defendants were apprehended a few moments later.
Assistant District Attorney’s Troy A. Smith, and Melissa C. Bitzer of the Trial Division
prosecuted this case.

HHHHH
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Monday, May 19, 2003

BROOKLYN MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO MANSLAUGHTER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 22 year-old Brooklyn man
has been convicted of manslaughter in the December 2000, shooting death of his uncle.

Rasool Ashishi, of 415 East 16th Street, Brooklyn, pled guilty to 1 count of Manslaughter
in the Lst degree, in the death of Abdullah Hassian, 29. Acting State Supreme Court Justice Ira R.
Globerman set sentencing for Tuesday, June 3, 2003 in Part DV. Under the terms of the plea
agreement Ashishi was promised a term of 18 years imprisonment.

In a videotaped confession the night of his arrest, Ashishi admitted that he took a cab from
Brooklyn to the Bronx and waited for his uncle to come out of a store, at 3550 Bainbridge Avenue.
Ashishi said he called his uncle’s name then fired several shots at the victim striking him once in
the neck, fatally wounding him. Ashishi said he killed his uncle on the evening of December 14,
2002, to avenge the death of his brother.

The defendant said that his brother was killed in Yemin by one of his uncles and according
to the defendant, it is customary to avenge the death of a family member by killing any member of

the killer’s family.
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Ashishi fled to Yemin after the shooting and remained there for a year. When he returned
to New York, Ashishi went to a Brooklyn Precinct on an unrelated matter and was subsequently
arrested for the murder of Hassian.

This case was prosecuted by Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Bruce Bims,‘and
Assistant District attorney Johanna Hernandez of the Domestic Violence / sex Offense Bureau.

HHEHH#H
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Friday, May 23, 2003

E BRONX TEEN CONVICTED OF MURDER IN THE DEATH OF A FELLOW
KENNEDY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 16 year-old Bronx youth
has been convicted of murder in the stabbing death of 18 year-old Delano Ashman.

Joseph Martinez, of 31 West Mosholu Parkway, pled guilty to 1 count of Intentional Murder
in the 2™ degree. Acting State Supreme Court Justice John S. Moore set sentencing for June 26,
2003 in Part JV. Martinez will be sentenced as a juvenile offender to a term of five years to life
imprisonment.

The stabbing occurred the morning of August 8, 2002 following a weeklong dispute
involving the defendant’s sister. As Martinez left the school, the victim and his friend were entering
the building. Words were exchanged and the group began to fight. In a written confession, Martinez
admitted that he brought a knife to school and stabbed Ashman outside of John F. Kennedy High
School. As Martinez fled, a group of people ran after him and restrained him until the police arrived.

Senior Trial Assistant district Attorney Allen P. Karen is prosecuting this case.

HHEARHH
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Friday, May 23, 2003

BRONX MAN FACING 24 YEARS IMPRISONMENT AFTER PLEADING

GUILTY TO A SERIES OF “PUSH IN” BURGLARIES INVOLVING ELDERLY

VICTIMS IN PARKCHESTER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 25 year old repeat
offender will be going back to prison for the next 24 years for preying upon elderly residents in
the Parkchester section of the Bronx, during a six month crime spree.

Tyrone Felton, of 18 Metropolitan Oval, pled guilty to five counts of Burglary in the 1*
degree in connection with five armed “push in” burglaries between September 2002 and
November 2002. The plea was entered before Criminal Court Judge Harold Adler in Part F. The
judge set sentencing for Tuesday, June 3, 2003 in State Supreme Court, Part “A” where Felton
was to have been arraigned on an indictment involving another “push in” burglary that occurred
on March 28, 2003. However, Felton indicated to the court, through his attorney, that he will
also plead guilty to that crime. Under terms of the plea agreement, Felton will be sentenced to 24
years imprisonment.

District Attorney Johnson said the substantial period of incarceration would assure “these

most vulnerable of victims protection from this defendant’s predatory behavior.” Mr. Johnson
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added that the speedy disposition would spare the elderly victims the trauma of having to re-live
their ordeals by taking the stand to testify.

Felton’s crime spree began on September 19, 2002 when he victimized a 70 year old
woman and a 92 year old woman in two separate incidents within five hours. Felton struck again
on October 4, 2002 in a burglary involving a 90 year old woman. Twelve days later, on October
16, 2002, Felton victimized an 87 year old woman and her 84 year old brother. The fifth “push
in” burglary occurred on November 7, 2002 at the home of an 81 year old woman. All of the
victims were targeted as they left area stores carrying bags of groceries. As the elderly women
approached their homes, Felton would offer to help them with their packages and gain their
confidence. Once the women entered the elevator Felton watched to see where they were going
and would get off one or two floors below. He would race up the stairs and push his victims into
their apartments as they were turning the keys to open the front door. Felton, who was armed
with either a knife or handgun, bound the victims with duct tape before fleeing with jewelry and
small amounts of cash.

The final incident on March 28, 2003 occurred at the home of a 70 year old man and also
involved his 29 year old daughter and two year old grandson. The victim was in his yard when
Felton and two other armed men took his wallet and jewelry before snatching his daughter’s
purse as she walked out of the house with her two year old son. All three victims were forced

into the garage and bound with duct tape.
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Felton’s co-defendant in the March 28, 2003 incident only, Richard Feliciano, 24, of
1480 Washington Avenue, the Bronx is awaiting trial.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Mary-Kathleen Wagner
whose work was cited by Mr. Johnson as being “exemplary.” “Through her diligent effort,” Mr.
Johnson said, “a violent criminal is on his way to state prison only weeks after his arrest and an
innocent man is able to once again enjoy his freedom.” It was ADA Wagner’s discovery that the
wrong video tape of an ATM banking transaction was the basis of an innocent man being
arrested and charged. The matter was brought to the court’s attention immediately. The case
against the innocent man was dismissed and investigators soon arrested the person who actually
committed the crimes.

#HEHAH
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Tuesday, May 27, 2003

FORMER TENANT ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT CONVICTED OF
EMBEZZLEMENT AND RELATED CHARGES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 51 year-old former tenant
association president has been convicted of embezzling nearly $75,000 over a period of three years
from the 1105 College Avenue Tenants Association.

Gloria Bailey, of 9400 Abercorn Street, Savanna GA, pled guilty to 1 count each of Grand
Larceny in the 2™ degree and Falsifying business records in the 2*® degree. Acting State Supreme
Court Justice Steven L. Barrett set sentencing for Monday, June 9, 2003 in Part M60. Under the
terms of the plea agreement Bailey waived her right to an early release, and was promised a term of
1 year imprisonment for each offense to be served concurrently. In addition, the defendant will be
issued an order for restitution in the amount of $74,843.

The multi-agency probe included investigations by the Housing Preservation and
Development (HPD), and the Department of Investigations (DOI), which began in November 2000
following a complaint from a fellow Board Member who noticed questionable accounting
irregularities. It was determined that Bailey misappropriated nearly $75,000 in funds earmarked for
the maintenance of 1105 Coliege Avenue, a City owned building, managed by HPD.

The investigation revealed that beginning in August 1997, Bailey wrote checks payable to

herself and three family members which went undetected until November 2000. Upon the
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completion of an investigation by DOI, the case was referred to the Bronx District Attorney’s Office
for prosecution.

Mr. Johnson thanked Albert Velez, Unit Chief of the Department of Housing Preservation
and Development, Francis Sinatra, of the Department of Investigation and Muriel Moses, Associate
Investigative Auditor for the Office of the Inspector General for their help in developing this case.

Assistant District Attorney Daniel Sullivan of the Rackets Bureau is prosecuting this case.

HHHEH#H
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Thursday, May 29, 2003

TWO RING LEADERS ARE CONVICTED OF WEAPONS CHARGES IN
CONNECTION WITH A VIRGINIA BASED GUN RING THAT FLOODED A BRONX
NEIGHBORHOOD WITH ILLEGAL HANDGUNS AND HIGH POWERED ASSAULT

WEAPONS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that two Virginia residents have
been convicted of weapons charges in connection with a gun ring that purchased firearms in the state
of Virginia for re-sale to buyers in the vicinity of the Gun Hill Housing Projects. The ring was
described as a major supplier of guns, ranging from 38 caliber "Saturday Night Special® handguns
to deadly Tech 22 caliber assault weapons.

Following four hours of deliberations, a Bronx jury convicted 32 year-old Shawn Pettaway,
a predicate felon, from Hampton, Virginia, of 18 Counts of Criminal sale of firearm in the 3" degree,
6 counts of Criminal possession of a weapon in the 3™ degree, and 6 counts of Criminal possession
of a weapon in the 4" degree.

Co-defendant Phenroy Lafayette Day Jr., 27, of Newport News, Virginia was also convicted
of 12 counts of Criminal sale of a firearm in the 3™ degree, 10 counts of Criminal possession of a
weapon in the 3" degree, and 2 counts of Criminal possession of a weapon in the 4™ degree.

Pettaway could have faced a term of up to 133 years imprisonment, and Lafayette, a term of

up to 84 years imprisonment, however, penal law § 70.30 limits the aggregate maximum allowable
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sentence to be a determinate term of twenty years. Both defendants are scheduled to appear before
State Supreme Court Justice Joseph Fisch for sentencing on Thursday, June 19, 2003 in PartT10.

Mr. Johnson said: "This type of prosecution is a significant step in reaching our goal of
stemming the tide of illegal handguns imported to the Bronx from other states. As a result of this
multi agency initiative countless lives have been saved”.

The defendants were arrested following a series of undercover gun purchases by
detectives. The weapons were delivered to an apartment at the Gun Hill Houses, rented rooms at
motels in the area and the parking lot of a Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise. The transactions
occurred on an average of once a week between April 1, 2001 and August 28, 2001.

The guns would be purchased in Virginia by relatives and friends of the defendants and
then driven to the Bronx for delivery. Virginia law allows citizens to buy one firearm a month,
for a total of twelve guns per person per year. The arrests and convictions were the result of a
five month joint investigation with the New York City Police Department. According to
statistics gathered by the NYPD Firearms Analysis Section, one out of every seven guns
recovered in the Bronx during 2001 were related to this investigation.

This investigation was financed in part by a $100,000 special state grant secured with the
assistance of State Senator Guy Velella to provide the Bronx District Attorney’s Office with
resources specifically earmarked to prosecute gun crimes.

Three other co-defendants Lerone Finley, 34, and Calvin Bailey, 21, both of Newport News,

Virginia pled guilty in October 2002, to Criminal possession of a weapon in the 3™ degree, and
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Letisha Washington, 20, of Troy, Virginia also pled guilty in October 2002, to Criminal sale of a
weapon in the 3™ degree. Under the terms of the plea agreement, Finley received a sentence of four
years imprisonment and three years post release supervision, Bailey received a sentence of two years
imprisonment and three years post release supervision and Washington received a term of up to 4
months in jail and five years probation.

Mr. Johnson thanked United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia Paul J.
McNulty, the New York City Police Department Firearms Investigations Unit, the Norfolk,
Hampton, Newport News, Portsmouth and Virginia Beach task force of agents from the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and local authorities, and Detective Investigators from
the Bronx District Attorney’s Office for their help in building a case against these defendants. In
addition, Mr. Johnson thanked the undercover detective who purchased the guns for this
investigation.

Assistant District Attorneys Samuel R. Ramer and Pamela M. Pannes of the Major Case /
Housing Task Force Bureau are prosecuting this case.

HH#H#HH
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Friday, May 30, 2003

SUMMER INTERNS RETURN TO THE BRONX DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 22 law school and
college students will begin an eight week summer internship program on Monday, June 2, 2003.

The interns will help attorneys prepare cases for trial and provide research and other
assistance in the Supreme Court, Criminal Court, Investigations, Grand Jury, Narcotics, Appeals,
and Domestic Violence / Sex Offense Bureaus, as well as handle assignments in the Community
Affairs and Public Information Units.

The law school students will work under the supervision of Assistant District Attorney
Maria T. Rivero, Director of Legal Recruitment. The college students will work under the
supervision of Lawrence M. Young, Deputy Administrative Chief.

The summer interns and their schools are:

Monique Blackwood SUNY @Buffalo School of Law

Robin Burgess CUNY Law School

Yomara Castro SUNY @Buffalo School of Law

Clorisa Cook Albany Law School

Kenneth Couret Rutgers University School of Law-Newark
John Diaz CUNY Law School

Mark Dyer Quinnipiac University School of Law
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Fordham University School of Law
Washington University School of Law
University of Miami School of Law
Howard University School of Law
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law
Fordham University School of Law
Georgetown University Law Center
CUNY Law School

Albany Law School

New York Law School

University of Pennsyivania Law School

SUNY Oneonta College
Virginia State University
Northeastern University

Teikyo Post University
HHEH#H
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Friday, May 30, 2003

BRONX MAN IS SENTENCED TO UP TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR THE

BRUTAL MURDER OF HIS LOVER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 38 year-old Bronx man
has been sentenced to a term of up to life imprisonment for the brutal murder of his 32 year-old
lover.

John Dingle, of 914 Hoe Avenue, the Bronx, was found guilty last March of Murder in the
2" degree "under circumstances evincing a depraved indifference to human life," in the death of
Clifford Clark. Acting State Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Strauss sentenced Dingle to a term
of 22 years to life imprisonment.

Dingle fatally beat and stabbed the deceased in the head with a baseball bat and also stabbed
him once in the chest in their apartment on September 4™ or 5" 2001. Various members of the
victim’s family had been trying to contact him by telephone for several days between September
4.through September 8, 2001. When the victim could not be reached by telephone, the victim’s
uncle went to the apartment and discovered his nephew’s body.

Dingle, in video taped and written statements, admitted that he and the deceased had been

living together and were in the middle of an argument when Clark was killed. Dingle said it was
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Clark who was trying to attack him with a knife and a baseball bat before he managed to disarm
Clark. Dingle alleged that the stabbing was accidental and occurred when he fell on top of Clark
while holding the knife that he had taken away from him. The medical examiner, however, testified
that the deceased had a fractured skull and 17 stab wounds to his head. The medical Examiner was
unable to determine the exact date that Clark died because the body was so badly decomposed when
it was discovered.

Assistant District Attorney’s Michele Rodney a.nd Rachel Filasto of the Homicide / Major

Case Bureau prosecuted this case.

HAEHAH
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Tuesday, June 03, 2003

GRAND JURY INDICTS RIKERS ISLAND CORRECTION OFFICER FOR
FALSIFYING RECORDS AND RELATED CHARGES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a grand jury has indicted
a 34 year-old Riker’s Island Correction Officer on charges of falsifying records and other relatea
charges.

Matthew D’Orazio, of Staten Island, has been charged with ! count of Falsifying business
records in the 1% degree, 1 count of Offering a false instrument for filing in the 1¥ degree, and i
count of Assault in the 3™ degree for a September 21, 2002 incident involving Hector Rodriguez, 34,
aninmate. If convicted of the most serious charges of falsifying business records and offering a false
instrument for filing, both class “E” felony offenses, D’Orazio faces a maximum term of up to four
years imprisonment.

Arraigned before Acting State Supreme Court Justice John N. Byme today, D’Orazio was
released on his own recognizance and was suspended from duty pending the outcome of this case.
D’Orazio is due back in court on Friday, June 27, 2003 in Part M60.

The incident occurred during a routine institutional search at the George Motchan Detention
Center (GMDC), on Riker’s Island. It is alleged that while Rodriguez was being restrained by
corrections staff, D’Orazio assaulted him resulting in an injury to his face. After the incident, the

defendant filed a written report to the NYC Corrections Department that falsely stated that he used
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force defensivel}," and struck the victim in the torso. However, a portion of the incident was captured
on video by a Department of Correction staff member present during the incident.

Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Donald H. Levin of the Investigations Bureau is

prosecuting this case.
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Thursday, June 05, 2003

FORMER RESIDENCE MANAGER OF A GROUP HOME FOR MENTALLY
CHALLENGED ADULTS IS ARRESTED FOR EMBEZZLEMENT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a fifteen month long
investigation by the Bronx DA Detective Investigators has uncovered an embezzlement scheme by
a 42 year-old former Residence Manager of the Sedgwick Group Home, managed by Episcopal
Social Services totaling more than $50,000 in misappropriated funds.

Yvette Belmar, of 2175 Fifth Avenue, Manhattan, was arraigned today before Criminal Court
Judge Judith S. Lieb, and charged with 1 count of Grand larceny in the 2" degree, aclass “C” felony
offense, 1 count of Falsifying business records in the 1* degree, a class “E” felony offenses and
Falsifying business records in the 2™ degree, a class “A” misdemeanor offense. If convicted of the
most serious charge of grand larceny, Belmar faces a maximum term of up to 15 years imprisonment.
Belmar was released on her own recognizance and ordered to return to court on Wednesday, July 30,
2003 in part F3.

It is alleged that Belmar, whose salary was approximately $37,080, embezzled small sums
of money from the petty cash account beginning in January 1999, continuing undetected until
October 2001. Following an internal audit, the defendant was terminated. The audit concluded that

Belmar allegedly misappropriated funds earmarked for the clients at the Sedgwick Group Home by
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making withdrawals from the ATM. It is further alleged that Belmar submitted false information
on petty cash receipts and reimbursement forms to justify the ATM withdrawals.

Mr. Johnson thanked the following members of Episcopal Social Services for their help with
this case; Steven Chinlund, Executive Director, Claude Meyers, Associate Executive Director, Steve
Viafore, Chief Fiscal Officer, Robert Nugent, Director of the OMRDD program and Donald
Johnson and Patrick Murphy of the NYS Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental
Disabilities. Mr. Johnson also acknowledged the hard work of Bronx District Attorney’s Senior
Detective Investigators Wilfred Melendez and Peter Moro.

Assistant District Attorney Pina M. Terranova of the Arson / Auto / Economic Crimes
Bureau is prosecuting this case.
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Friday, June 06, 2003

A SCARSDALE BUSINESSMAN IS SENTENCED TO UP TO 12 YEARS
IMPRISONMENT FOR THE MOTOR VEHICLE DEATHS OF TWO PARKS
DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Richard Schwartz, 48, a
Scarsdale businessman, has been sentenced to a term of up to 12 years imprisonment for the motor
vehicle deaths of two New York City Parks Department Employees in June 2001.

Schwartz, of 21 Morris Lane, Scarsdale was found guilty last April of two counts of
Manslaughter in the 2™ degree for the deaths of Patricia Hollinshed, 44, and Marjorie Martinez, 40.
State Supreme Court Justice Margaret Clancy, sentenced Schwartz to an indeterminate term of 4 to
12 years imprisonment.

Hollinshed and Martinez were struck and killed when Schwartz, who was driving a 1997
Toyota Land Cruiser and traveling at a high rate of speed, plowed into them at the intersection of
Bruckner Boulevard and Hunts Point Avenue. After striking the pair, Schwartz continued to drive
for about a block with one of the victims on the hood of his vehicle before finally coming to a stop.

A subsequent examination of the defendant revealed that the level of alcohol in his blood was
more than twice the legal limit.

Chief Trial Counsel Daniel McCarthy and Assistant District Attorney Kiran Vashishta
prosecuted this case.
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Friday, June 06, 2003

BRONX JURY CONVICTS MAN FROM PUERTO RICO OF MURDERING THREE
MEMBERS OF THE SAME FAMILY

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Jose Cosme Pizarro, 42,
of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, has been convicted of multiple counts of murder in the deaths of three
members of the same family. The victims were shot and stabbed at two separate locations in March
2000.

Co-defendant Garcia, of Miami, Florida, was sentenced last month to a term of life
imprisonment without parole for his role in these murders, which included two other family
members, Evelyn Ortiz-Santos, 39 and Ismael Sartos, 14.

Pizarro, was found guilty of four counts of Murder in the 2" degree for his role in the deaths
of Denise Santos, 30, Eduardo Santos, 34, apd Irvin Aguilar, 33. The multiple counts of Murder in
the 2™ degree involve two different legal theories of intentional murder and murder during the
commission of a felony.

Pizzaro, who faces a maximum sentence of 75 years to life, was convicted after thirteen days
of deliberations following a two-month trial.

District Attorney Johnson said: “These convictions give the court adequate scope to insure

that Pizarro remains in jail for the rest of his life.”
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The murders occurred on March 2, 2000 beginning with the deaths of Eduardo Santos, and
Trvin Aguilar, at 2975 White Plains Road. Eduardo Santos was shot once in the head and Aguilar
was shot twice in the head, once in the heart and also stabbed numerous times.

Pizarro and his accomplice Luis Garcia, 45, of Miami, fled after robbing the victims of
jewelry and an undisclosed amount of cash. The knife that was used to stab Aguilar was left in his
neck. The next victim, Denise Santos, the sister of Eduardo Santos and wife of Irvin Aguilar, was
stabbed numerous times a short time later at 2934 Radcliff Avenue where a safe and some jewelry
were removed. The body of Denise Santos was also discovered with a knife still in her neck.

Pizarro and co-defendant Garcia were arrested two days later in Kendall, Florida, a suburb
of Miami. Police recovered the victims’ stolen possessions as well as the murder weapon, a SMM
Sigsauer semi-automatic pistol. The gun had been cut into more than five-dozen pieces.

Assistant District Attorney’s William Flack, Jeremy Shockett and Peter Coddington
prosecuted both cases.
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Tuesday, June 17, 2003

ASSISTANT DEPUTY WARDENS AND TWO OTHER DEPARTMENT OF

AL AN DU LY vy AR N AN A e e ———

CORRECTION EMPLOYEES CHARGED IN THE THEFT OF ARTWORK BY

CORKEC 1 EON &V LAY S Ay A e e .

SALVADOR DALI

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson and Commissioner of the Department of
Investigation Rose Gill Hearn announced today that two high ranking officials at the City jail on
Rikers Island and two other Department of Correction employees have been charged with
stealing a valuable work of art by Salvador Dali, owned by the City of New York.

A grand jury has indicted Assistant Deputy Warden Benny Nuzzo, Assistant Deputy
Warden Mitchell Hochhauser, Correction Officer Timothy Pina, and Correction Officer Greg
Sokol on one count of Grand larceny in the 2™ degree. Grand larceny in the 2™ degree is a Class
C felony offense punishable by a maximum sentence of up to fifteen years imprisonment. The
grand jury filed the charges following a three and a half month joint investigation that began last
March when the theft was discovered.

Bronx District Attorney Johnson said: “This alleged crime is the result of shameless
arrogance, fueled by greed. It represents, not only a serious betrayal of the public trust, but also
undermines the professionalism of the vast majority of Correction Department employees, who

perform their duties with dedication and integrity.”
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Commissioner Hearn said: “The crime charged, including how and where it was
perpetrated, is extremely brazen. Moreover, it is especially disturbing because two of the
defendants are high ranking correction officers, including Mr. Nuzzo, who is also a board
member of the Assistant Deputy Wardens Association. We expect to bring the four charged
defendants to justice.”

It is alleged that Nuzzo, 49, of Brooklyn, Hochhauser, 40, of Queens, Pina, 44, of Staten
Island, and Sokol, 38, of Staten Island, “acted in concert with each other” in stealing property
owned by the New York City Department of Correction. Nuzzo was appointed to the
Department of Correction on February 2, 1979. Hochhauser was appointed on September 16,
1984. Pina was appointed on December 8, 1988 and Sokol was appointed on November 9, 1989.
All four defendants surrendered today and were suspended.

The untitled Surrealist artwork was on display in a public area near the entrance at the
Eric M. Taylor Detention Center on Rikers Island, until March 1, 2003 when it was discovered
that a copy had been substituted for the original “Dali” which has an appraised value of
$250,000. Dali gave the artwork to the Department of Correction as a gift in 1965 when iliness
prevented him from making a scheduled visit to Rikers Island.

The missing artwork is a gouache mixed media composition in India ink and pencil on
board, depicting the crucifixion of Christ. It measures 59 x 39 % inches and is in a carved,
stained, and glazed mahogany wood frame. Anyone with information that could assist
investigators in locating the stolen artwork should call (718) 590-2277.
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District Attorney Johnson and Commissioner Hearn thanked everyone whose hard work
and dedication resulted in today’s arrests and indictment: Chief of Investigations, Assistant
District Attorney Stephen Bookin, Chief of Rackets, Thomas Leahy, Assistant District Attorney
Wanda Perez-Maldonado; Department of Investigations Deputy Commissioner, Daniel Brownell,
Assistant Commissioner Michael Caruso, Captain Vincent Valero, Supervising Investigator
George Santiago, Confidential Investigator Danielle White and New York City Police
Department Detectives assigned to the DOI Squad.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Wanda Perez-Maldonado.
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Thursday, June 19, 2003

FORMER CATHOLIC SCHOOL TEACHER IS SENTENCED FOR THE
STATUTORY RAPE OF A SIXTEEN YEAR-OLD STUDENT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Mildred Colon, a former
lay teacher at Cardinal Hayes High School, has been sentenced for engaging in sexual relations with
a 16 year old student in 2002.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice William Mogulescu sentenced Colon, 34, of 131 Broome
Street, Manhattan, who pled guilty last December to one count of Rape in the 3™ degree, to a
determinate term of five months in jail. The People had asked for a term of one year imprisonment.
This sentence is to be served concurrently with a sentence of 7 months in jail imposed in a related
Manhattan case. In addition to the sentence, afive year order of protection was issued to the victim,
and the defendant must register as a sex offender and provide a DNA sample post release.

Detective Investigators from the Bronx District Attorney’s Office arrested Colon on October
2, 2002 after representatives of the Archdiocese of New York notified the Office that the child’s
parents had come forward. A subsequent investigation revealed that Colon had sexual intercourse
with the victim on three separate occasions last year, on April 5®, June 8" and June 14®, 2002, at the
Capri Motel located at 555 Hutchinson River Parkway, Bronx, New York.

Assistant District Attorney Kimberley Capers of the Domestic Violence / Sex Offense
Bureau prosecuted this case.
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Wednesday, June 25, 2003

BRONX DENTIST AND HIS UNLICENCED ASSOCIATE ARE INDICTED ON
CHARGES OF GRAND LARCENY, UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE AND RELATED
CHARGES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a Bronx Dentist
Feliciano Espaillat, of “Espaillat’s Dental Concept” located at 638 East 169" Street and his
associate have been indicted on charges of grand larceny, unauthorized practice and related
charges.

Espaillat, 47, of 1419 Fteley Avenue, Bronx, and Jose Luis Vargas, 34, of 31-57 340
Street, Astoria, have each been indicted on charges of 1 count of Grand larceny in the 3" degree,
Insurance fraud, both class “D” felony offenses; 1 count of Grand larceny in the 4™ degree, 2
counts of Scheme to defraud in the 1¥ degree, and Unauthorized practice, all class “E” felony
offenses. If convicted of the most serious charges of grand larceny and insurance fraud, Espaillat
and Vargas each face a maximum term of up to 7 years imprisonment for each count.

The defendant’s were indicted following an investigation conducted by NYPD Detectives
Andrea Campbell and Virginia Hernandez of the District Attorney’s Squad. It is alleged that
Espaillat, a licensed dentist, and Vargas, an unlicensed dentist acted in concert in allowing

Vargas to practice dentistry on numerous individuals without a valid New York State license. It
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is further alleged that Espaillat fraudulently billed Medicaid in excess of $3,000, from October
2001 through December 2002 for work he claimed to have performed.

Further indictments may be added, as the investigation continues. The District Attorney
is requesting that citizens who believe that Vargas treated them, to call the Investigations Squad
at 718-590-2080 and give their name and number to the operator.

Assistant District Attorney Pina M. Terranova of the Arson / Auto / Economic Crime
Bureauis prosecuting this case.
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Tuesday, July 1, 2003

75 YEARS TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR MAN CONVICTED OF

MURDERING THREE MEMBERS OF THE SAME FAMILY

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Jose Cosme Pizarro has
been sentenced to consecutive terms of 25 years to life imprisonment for the murders of three
members of the same family.

Pizarro, 42, of Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, was convicted last month of four counts of
Murder in the 2™ degree for his role in the deaths of Denise Santos, 30, Eduardo Santos, 34, and
Irvin Aguilar, 33. The victims were shot and stabbed at two separate locations in March 2000.
The multiple counts of Murder in the 2™ degree involve two different legal theories of intentional
murder and murder during the commission of a felony. Pizarro was found guilty after thirteen
days of deliberations.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Martin Marcus sentenced Pizatro to three
consecutive terms of twenty five years to life imprisonment for the murders of Aguilar, Eduardo
Santos and Denise Santos during the commission of a robbery. Pizarro was also sentenced to a
concurrent term of twenty five years to life imprisonment for the intentional murder of Denise
Santos. Pizzaro will not become eligible for parole until he has served at least 75 years in prison.

Pizarro’s co-defendant, Luis Garcia, 41, of Miami, Florida was sentenced on April 4,
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2003, to a term of life without the possibility of parole for his role in these murders as well as the
murders of two other family members, Evelyn Ortiz-Santos, 39 and Ismael Santos, 14.

The murders occurred on March 2, 2000 beginning with the deaths of Eduardo Santos, his
nephew Ismael Santos and Irvin Aguilar, at 2975 White Plains Road. Eduardo Santos was shot
once in the head. Ismael was shot twice in the head and Aguilar was shot twice in the head, once
in the heart and also was stabbed numerous times.

Pizarro and Garcia fled after robbing the victims of jewelry and an undisclosed amount of
cash. The knife that was used to stab Aguilar was left in his neck. The next victim, Denise
Santos, the sister of Eduardo Santos and wife of Irvin Aguilar, was stabbed numerous times a
short time later at 2934 Radcliff Avenue, where the defendants removed a safe and some jewelry.
Thz body of Denise Santos was also discovered with a knife still in her neck.

The fifth victim, Evelyn Ortiz-Santos, also was stabbed numerous times and shot three
times in the head and torso. Her body was discovered at 2825 Olinville Avenue.

The two defendants were arrested two days later in Kendall, Florida, a suburb of Miami.
Police recovered the victims’ stolen possessions and the murder weapon, a 9MM Sigsauer semi-
automatic pistol. The gun had been cut into more than five-dozen pieces.

Assistant District Attorneys William Flack, Jeremy Shockett and Peter Coddington

prosecuted both cases.
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Wedneséay, July 9, 2003

NEW YORK CITY CORRECTION OFFICER CONVICTED OF RECKLESS
ENDANGERMENT IN SHOOTING INCIDENT IN A BRONX PLAYGROUND

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a veteran New York
City Correction Officer, assigned to the City jail on Rikers Island, has been convicted of reckless
endangerment for shooting 2 man in a Bronx playground, during a dispute involving their
children.

A jury found Co-op City resident Dwane Morrison, 39, guilty of Reckless Endangerment
in the 1* degree, a Class D felony offense punishable by a maximum sentence of up to seven
years imprisonment. State Supreme Court Justice Dominick Massaro set sentencing for Tuesday,
August 5, 2003 in Part T-14.

The shooting occurred in a playground on Throop and Allerton Avenues on Sunday, May
19, 2002. Morrison and another man, Anthony Martinez, 38, were drawn into a dispute
involving Martinez’ eight year old daughter and Morrison’s five year old son. The verbal
exchange between the two men escalated when Martinez punched Morrison before attempting to
leave the playground with his brother, along with his sixteen year old son and eight year old
daughter. Morrison pursued the group and drew his weapon. The jury heard testimony that

Martinez apologized and pleaded with Morrison not to shoot. Morrison told the men what he
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was a peace officer but showed no identification, and ordered them to lie down on the ground.
Afraid of being harmed, Martinez and his brother did not comply and instead ran toward the
defendant The jury heard testimony that Morrison fired five shots, one of which hit Martinez in
the right leg. During the ensuing struggle, Martinez and his brother managed to disarm Morrison
and left the playground with the defendant’s gun. Martinez went to Jacobi Hospital for treatment
and gave the gun to police officers who happened to be in the Emergency Room.. Morrison,
meanwhile, went to the 47" Precinct to file a complaint against Martinez. He told police that he
had been attacked and was forced to fire his weapon in self defense. However, interviews with
witnesses at the playground indicated that Morrison had been the aggressor and that contrary to
his testimony at trial, numerous shots were fired at the victim and his family. Morrison testified
that he had fired a single shot even though crime scene detectives had recovered five discharged
shell casings from his gun.

The case is being prosecuted by Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Donald Levin of

the Investigations Division’s Rackets Bureau.
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Wednesday, July 09, 2003

SEXUAL ABUSE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 27 year-old Manhattan
man has been convicted on multiple counts of robbery and sexual abuse for a two-month long crime
spree in the Spring of 2002.

Terrance Dancy, a mandatory persistent violent felony offender, of 267 West 152" Street,
New York, pled guilty to 9 counts of Robbery in the 1* degree, 1 count of Robbery in the 3" degree
and 2 counts of Sexual abuse in the 1* degree. Under the terms of the plea agreement, Acting State
Supreme Court Justice Denis J. Boyle will sentence Dancy to a term of 23 years to life imprisonment
when he appears for sentencing on Monday, July 21, 2003 in Part T4. This sentence is to be served
concurrently with a sentence of 18 years to life imprisonment imposed in Manhattan Supreme Court.

The incidents began on March 1, 2002 when the defendant approached his victims as they
eentered their building or while they were on the elevator. Dancy would brandish a knife and demand
their money and jewelry. On two occasions, Dancy masturbated in front of his victims before
fleeing. His victims ranged in age from 13 years old to 32 years old. An alert NYPD detective
apprehended Dancy on May 16 2002 following an investigation. One of Dancy’s victims reported

her metro-card to be among the things stolen from her. She toid the police where she purchased the
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card and through using the serial number, the defendant’s whereabouts were tracked.
The metro-card was traced to an area where pawnshops were located. Detectives went to
& each shop asking if there had been an increase of pawns by one person. One such pawnshop had
; Dancy listed with eleven pawn tickets using his real name, address and telephone number. The
: defendant was arrested after being identified by one of his victims. In addition, DNA evidence also
linked the defendant to the scene of one of the robberies.
Assistant District Attorney David Birnbaum of the Domestic Violence / Sex Offense Bureau
prosecuted this case.
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Thursday, July 10, 2003

HOMELESS MAN CONVICTED OF POSSESSING EXPIL.OSIVES,
ASSAULTING A POLICE OFFICER AND OTHER OFFENSES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today the conviction of a
homeless, former soldier in the Hungarian army on multiple counts of possessing explosives and
other dangerous weapons. Zsolt Racz (aka George Buko), 32, also was convicted of assaulting a
New York City Police Officer.

Racz pled guilty to five counts of Criminal Possession of a Dangerous Weapon in the 1#
degree, six counts of Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 3™ degree, Criminal Possession of
a Weapon in the 2™ degree, Assault in the 1* and 2™ degrees, Assault on a Police Officer and
Attempted Escape in the 1* degree.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett set sentencing for Thursday,
September 11, 2003 in Part M60. Racz will be sentenced to a term of eight years imprisonment
on the condition that he not contest deportation after he has served his time in state prison. He
remained in the United States illegally after his application for asylum was rej ected.

Racz was arrested on March 2, 2002 while riding a bicycle in Co-op City at the
intersection of Co-op City Boulevard and Bellamy Loop. His behavior had aroused the suspicion

of New York City Police Officers who approached Racz to question him. Racz, who was
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wearing a green camouflage body vest, attempted to flee but was unsuccessful. He was found to
be in possession of a non-functioning .380 caliber Mac-10 semi automatic weapon that was
loaded with ten live rounds. A second magazine containing twenty two live rounds was
recovered from the body vest. An additional twenty six live rounds of .380 caliber ammunition
were found in the defendant’s knapsack. A loaded .38 caliber revolver was retrieved from Racz’
waistband and fourteen live rounds for the handgun were found in his pockets. Also recovered
were two live hand grenades, three live homemade explosive devices, a metal knuckle knife with
a four and a half inch blade, and a second knife with a fourteen inch biade.

Following his arrest, Racz was taken for observation to Jacobi Hospital’s Emergency
Room where he assaulted a police officer and grabbed the officer’s service revolver in an attempt
to escape from custody.
Assistant District Attorney Todd Sherman of the Investigations Division’s Rackets Bureau is

prosecuting the case.
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Thursday, July 10, 2003
ta‘g BRONX TEEN IS SENTENCED TO A TERM OF UP TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR

‘ THE MURDER OF A FELL.OW JOHN F. KENNEDY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT

Bronx District Attorey Robert T. Johnson announced today that 16 year-old Joseph
Martinez has been sentenced to a term of up to life imprisonment for the murder of an 18 year-old
fellow John F. Kennedy High School student last August.

Martinez, of 31 West Mosholu Parkway, pled guilty last May to 1 count of Intentional
Murder in the second degree, for the death of Delano Ashman. Acting State Supreme Court Justice
John S. Moore sentenced Martinez, a juvenile offender, to an indeterminate term of 5 years to life
imprisonment.

The stabbing occurred the moming of August 8, 2002 following a weeklong dispute
involving the defendant’s sister. As Martinez left the school, the victim and his friend were entering
the buildi'ng. Words were exchanged and the group began to fight. In a written confession, Martinez
admitted that he brought a knife to school and stabbed Ashman outside of John F. Kennedy High
School. As Martinez fled, a group of people ran after him and restrained him until the police arrived.

Senior District Attorney Allen P. Karen of the Trial Bureau prosecuted this case.
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Tuesday, July 15, 2003

VETERAN NEW YORK CITY CORRECTION OFFICER CONVICTED OF
ATTEMPTING TO SMUGGLE COCAINE TO AN INMATE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a veteran New York
City Correction Officer has been convicied of attempting to smuggle cocaine to an inmate at the
Anna M. Kross Center at the City jail on Rikers Island.

Keith McFarlane, 44, of the Bronx, pled guilty to one count of Attempted Criminal
Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 3 degree, a Class C felony offense. Criminal Court
Judge Joseph J. Dawson immediately revoked the defendant’s bail of $25,000. The judge ordered
that McFarlane be remanded pending sentencing in Part F, on Tuesday, July 29, 2003. Under the
terms of the plea agreement, McFarlane will serve a term of two to six years imprisonment.

McFarlane admitted in court that on Saturday morning January 25, 2003, he delivered
what he believed to be about half an ounce of cocaine to an inmate on Rikers Island. McFarlane
had picked up the package of “simulated cocaine” at the end of his shift the previous day, ina
parking lot next to the bridge to the jail. The package contained a powdered substance,
benzocaine, that looked like cocaine. The simulated drug was given to McFarlane by an
undercover detective who had pretended to be a girlfriend of the inmate to whom the contraband

was delivered. Evidence against the defendant included a videotape of that meeting as well as
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an audio tape of a telephone conversation to set up the transaction for which McFarlane was paid
$300.

McFarlane was arrested on Wednesday, July 2, 2003 following an investigation initiated
by the New York City Department of Investigation’s Inspector General for the Department of
Correction.

Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Larry Hartstein is prosecuting the case.
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Friday, July 18§, 2003

BLOODS GANG MEMBERS CHARGED WITH OPERATING FOUR CRACK
COCAINE AND HEROIN DRUG RINGS IN HUNTS POINT NEIGHBORHOODS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson and New York City Police Commissioner
Raymond Kelly announced today that nineteen Bloods gang members and individuals affiliated
with them, have been arrested and charged with sireet sales of crack cocaine and heroin, at four
different locations in the Hunts Point section of the Bronx. Investigators said that the four
groups combined sold an estimated $1,500,000 worth of illegal drugs a year.

The defendants were taken into custody by detectives from the NYPD Bronx Gang Unit
following a year long joint investigation with the Bronx District Attorney’s Gang Prosecution
Unit.

The grand jury, in ten separate indictments, charged the defendants with a total of forty
two counts, including Criminal Sale of a Controlled Substance in the 2" degree, a Class A-Il
felony offense punishable by a maximum sentence of up to life imprisonment, Criminal Sale of a
Controlled Substance in the 3™ degree, a Class B felony offense punishable by a maximum term
of 25 years imprisonment, and Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 3" degree, a Class D
felony offense which carries a maximum term of up to seven years imprisonment. All of the
defendants are facing twenty five vears imprisonment if convicted, but only one is also facing the

possibility of life imprisonment if found guilty of the more serious Class A-II felony drug sale.

Page 1 of 3



FORM F-18

07072003 4§ OFFICE OF THE http://bronxda.net
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
OF BRONX COUNTY 851 GRAND CONCOURSE
Bronx, N. Y. 10451
ROBERT T. JOHNSON 590-2234
DISTRICT ATTORNEY — PRESS RELEASE Ll

Mr. Johnson said: “These arrests should help to stem the ever present threat of violence
that places hard working, law abiding community residents at risk as a result of drug related
activity. For example, we are currently prosecuting two homicide cases involving other
defendants with ties to these same four drug operations. ”

Commissioner Kelly said: “These arrests stand as another example of the Department’s
relentless effort to fight illegal narcotics and to put the violent gang members who deal them
behind bars. Once again, our undercover detectives have played a pivotal role in capturing a
group of dangerous criminals and bringing them to justice. I commend them for their persistence
and courage, and I thank everyone who helped make this multi-agency case a success.”

It is alleged that the gang members “acted in concert” in dealing primarily crack cocaine
and heroin, as well as limited quantities of cocaine in powder form, at four locations within an
area covered by the 41 Precinct. The drug deals occurred on Manida Street, between Spofford
and Randall Avenues, the intersection of Gilbert and Faile Streets, the intersection of Spofford
Avenue and Faile Street, and Hunts Point Avenue, between Lafayette and Coster Streets. During
the course of the investigation, undercover detectives made thirty three drug “buys” between
August 20, 2002 and June 6, 2003. Detectives also seized 899 glassine envelopes of heroin, 81
decks of cocaine, 1 1/2 ounces of powdered cocaine, 407 slabs of crack cocaine, an Intratec Tec-
9 assault rifle and a loaded pistol.

Following is a list of the defendants in this case:
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Name Address Date of birth
Jose Rivera 813 Faile Street Apt 1W 1/15/85
Carlos Perez 836 Faile Street 6/5/75
David Melendez 300 E. 151* Street, Apt 3A 3/12/69
Julio Lopez 717 Coster Avenue, Apt 9 5/24/75
Emesto Ocasio 1230 Spofford Ave Apt 1H 8/31/73
Arsenio Felix 2116 Honeywell Avenue, Apt 9 4/30/65
Manuel Guerrero 354 Cypress Avenue, Apt 1F 12/31/84
Jaquel Flores 859 Hunts Point Ave, Apt 3A 2/19/84
Derrick Mitchell 627 Manida Street, Apt 19 3/24/83
Quinton Harris 627 Manida Street, Apt 21 3/22/84
Jasmond Cunnigham 625 Manida Street, 6/24/83
Felix Mullero 627 Manida Street, Apt 2 5/15/82
Ricky Bell 627 Manida Street, Apt 15 - 12/18/83
Michael Smalls 863 Hunts Point Ave, Apt 3A 5/6/75
Jose Ramos 898 Irvine Place, 2™ Floor 3/19/64
Angel Pagan 2893 Edison Avenue 8/1/82
Anthony white 735 Bryant Avenue 7/15/80
Juan Deigado 627 Manida Street 7/6/83
Christian Munoz 871 Hunts Point Avenue

Investigators said that additional arrest are expected.

District Attorney Johnson and Commissioner Kelly thanked all of the Detectives and
Assistant District Attorneys assigned to the NYPD Bronx Gang Unit, NYPD Bronx Narcotics,
Major Case Squad, NYPD Bronx Homicide Task Force, Bronx DA Gang Prosecution Unit,
Bronx DA Investigations Division, and Bronx DA Housing / Major Case Uﬁit, for their h

dedication and hard work in developing this case.
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Thursday, July 24, 2003
CONVICTED GUN RUNNERS SENTENCED TO MAXIMUM TERMS FOR

b FLOODING BRONX NEIGHBORHOQOD WITH ILLEGAL HANDGUNS AND HIGH

POWERED ASSAULT WEAPONS PURCHASED OUT OF STATE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that two Virginia residents,
Shawn Pettaway and Phenroy Lafayette Day Jr. have been sentenced to prison terms of up to one
hundred and thirty three years and eighty four years respectively for selling guns to buyers in the
vicinity of the Gun Hill Houses.

Pettaway, of Hampton, Virginia and Day, of Newport News, Virginia, were convicted
after a jury trial on May 29, 2003, on multiple counts of Criminal Sale of a firearm in the 3
degree, Criminal possession of a weapon in the 3 and 4" degrees. The two defendants were
described as leaders of a ring that was a major supplier of guns, ranging from 38 caliber
“Saturday Night Special” handguns to deadly Tech 22 caliber assault weapons, to buyers in and
around the Gun Hill Houses.

State Supreme Court Justice Joseph Fisch sentenced Pettaway to eighty seven and a half
to one hundred and thirty three years imprisonment and Day to seventy four and two thirds to
eight four years imprisonment. Penal Law § 70.30, however, limits the aggregate maximum
allowable sentence to a détennjnate term of twenty years.

The defendants were arrested following a series of undercover gun purchases by
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detectives. The weapons were delivered to an apartment at the Gun Hill Houses, rented rooms at
motels in the area and the parking lot of a Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise. The transactions
fe occurred on an average of once a week between April 1, 2001 and August 28, 2001.

The guns would be purchased in Virginia by relatives and friends of the defendants and
then driven to the Bronx for delivery. Virginia law allows citizens to buy one firearm a month,
for a total of twelve guns per person per year. The arrests and convictions were the result of a
five month joint investigation by the Bronx DA’s Office and the New York City Police
Department. According to statistics gathered by the NYPD Firearms Analysis Section, one out
of every seven guns recovered in the Bronx during 2001 were related to this investigation.

This investigation was financed in part by a $100,000 special state grant secured with the
assistance of State Senator Guy Velella to provide the Bronx District Attorney’s Office with
resources specifically earmarked to prosecute gun crimes.

Three other co-defendants Lerone Finley, 34, and Calvin Bailey, 21, both of Newport News,
Virginia pled guilty in October 2002, to Criminal possession of a weapon in the 3 degree, and
Letisha Washington, 20, of Troy, Virginia also pled guilty in October 2002, to Criminal sale of a
weapon in the 3 degree. Under the terms of the plea agreement, Finley received a sentence of four
years imprisonment and three years post release supervision, Bailey received a sentence of two years
imprisonment and three years post release supervision and Washington received a term of up to 4

months in jail and five years probation.
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Mr. Johnson thanked United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia Paul J.
McNulty, the New York City Police Department Firearms Investigations Unit, the Norfolk,
Hampton, Newport News, Portsmouth and Virginia Beach task force of agents from the Bureau of
I Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and local authorities, and Detective Investigators from
: the Bronx District Attorney’s Office for their help in building a case against these defendants. In
addition, Mr. Johnson thanked the undercover detective who purchased the guns for his perseverance
and courage in building a case against these defendants.
Assistant District Attorneys Samuel R. Ramer and Pamela M. Pannes of the Major Case /
Housing Task Force Bureau prosecuted this case.
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Tuesday, July 29, 2003

EIGHT MEMBERS OF A TWO MILLION DOLLAR A YEAR WHOLESALE

DRUG DISTRIBUTION RING CHARGED WITH TRAFFICKING IN HEROIN AND

ECSTASY FOLLOWING YEAR LONG INVESTIGATION

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson today announced the arrests and indictment of
eight members of a narcotics wholesale distribution ring that generated nearly $2,000,000 a year
in profits by supplying heroin and Ecstasy to drug dealers in the Bronx, Manhattan and New
jersey.

The arrests were the result of a year long joint investigation by the Office of the Bronx
District Attorney, the NYPD Bronx Narcotics Major Case Unit, and the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration.

The grand jury returned a forty six count indictment charging the defendants with one
count of Conspiracy in the 2™ degree, a Class B felony offense; two counts of Criminal Sale of a
Controlled Substance in the 1* degree, a Class A-I felony offense; nine counts of Criminal Sale
of a Controlled Substance in the 2™ degree, a Class A-II felony offense; five counts of Criminal
Sale of a Controlled Substance in the 3" degree, a Class B felony offense; twenty six counts of
Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 3™ degree, a Class B felony offense; one

count of Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 7" degree, a Class A misdemeanor
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offense; and two counts of Criminal Sale of a Firearm in the 3" degree, a Class D felony offense.
All of the defendants are facing a maximum sentence of 25 years to life imprisonment if
convicted of the most serious Class A felony charges.

It is alleged that the defendants supplied heroin and ecstasy to drug dealers in the
Fordham, Tremont, University Heights, and Bronx River sections of the Bronx, as well asto a
handful of dealers in Manhattan, Newark, New Jersey and Patterson, New Jersey. The heroin
was packaged and sold either in uncut powdered form or in bundles in large quantities. Each
bundle contained ten glassine envelopes of heroin. Investigators also uncovered evidence that
Ecstasy sold by the group was obtained from sources in Holland and Belgium who used couriers
to make the trans-Atlantic deliveries.

Undercover detectives, according to the indictment, purchased narcotics from the
defendants on fifteen separate occasions between May 1, 2002 and May 2, 2003. Detectives
purchased more than seventy grams of heroin, ten thousand glassine envelopes of heroin, one
hundred units of Ecstasy and two firearms. Police also recovered an additional six thousand
units of Ecstasy, sixty five hundred glassine envelopes of heroin, more than one and a half
kilograms of cocaine and $100,000 in cash, during the course of the investigation. Investigators
said the ring used a location on Pelham Parkway to *‘stash” the illegal drugs.

Evidence was also gathered through the use of court authorized wiretaps in which the
defendants’ telephone conversations were monitored. Detectives also recorded several of the
undercover “drug buys” on video tape.
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Charges have been filed against:

Name Address

Ramy Rincon 2083 Creston Avenue
Emilio Gonzalez 2190 Bathgate Avenue
Luis Florian 2095 Grand Concourse
Eduardo Medina-Matos 64 W. 192™ Street
Ramon Mieses 2083 Creston Avenue
Beliza Delacruz 1455 Sheridan Avenue
Feliz Gonzalez 801 Grand Avenue
Jonathan Jeffrey 1934 University Avenue

http://bronxda.net

851 GraMDp CONCOURSE
Bronx, N. Y. 10481

590-2234

Date of Birth
8/22/74
7/10/77
9/25/81

1/5/70
4/20/79
11/19/83
6/25/80
1/14/71

Mr. Johnson thanked the investigators and Assistant District Attorneys whose hard work

and dedication developed this case; Agents of the Drug Enforcement Administration, Lieutenant

Eugene Black, Sergeant Daniel Ralat and Detectives John Reilly and James Dowling of the

NYPD Bronx Narcotics Division Major Case Unit, and Assistant District Attorneys Edward

Friedenthal, Erika Marshall and Penny Diamantis of the Bronx DA’s Housing /Major Case Task

Force.
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Tuesday, July 29, 2003

FORMER VETERAN NEW YORK CITY CORRECTION OFFICER IS
SENTENCED FOR ATTEMPTING TO SMUGGLE COCAINE TO AN INMATE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that former veteran New York
City Correction Officer Keith McFarlane, has been sentenced to a term of up to 6 years
imprisonment for attempting to smuggle cocaine to an inmate at the Anna M. Kross Center at the
City jail on Rikers Island. |

Criminal Court Judge Joseph J. Dawson sentenced McFarlane, 44, of the Bronx, to a term
of 2 to 6 years imprisonment. The defendant pled guilty earlier this month to one count of
Attempted Criminal Possession of a Controlled Substance in the 3™ degree, a Class C felony
offense.

McFarlane admitted in court that on Saturday morning January 25, 2003, he delivered what
he believed to be about half an ounce of cocaine to an inmate on Rikers Island. McFarlane had
picked up the package of “simulated cocaine” at the end of his shift the previous day, in a parking
lot next to the bridge to the jail. The package contained a powdered substance, benzocaine, that
looked like cocaine. The simulated drug was given to McFarlane by an undercover detective who

had pretended to be a girlfriend of the inmate to whom the contraband was delivered. Evidence
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against the defendant included a videotape of that meeting as well as an audio tape of a telephone
conversation to set up the transaction for which McFarlane was paid $300.

McFarlane was arrested on Wednesday, July 2, 2003 following an investigation initiated by
the New York City Department of Investigation’s Inspector General for the Department of
Correction.

Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Larry Hartstein prosecuted this case.
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Tuesday, July 29, 2003

GRAND JURY FILES ADDITIONAL CHARGES OF GRAND LARCENY AND
OTHER OFFENSES AGAINST FORMER NEW YORK CITY CORRECTION

DEPARTMENT BUREAU CHIEF ANTHONY SERRA

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson and New York City Department of
Investigation Commissioner Rose Gill Hearn today announced the unsealing of a second
indictment containing new charges against Anthony Serra, a forr-ner Correcti(;n Department
Bureau Chief.

The new one hundred and forty four count indictment charges Serra, 42, of Mahopac,
New York, with one count of Grand larceny in the 2™ degree, a Class C felony offense; sixty
eight counts of Falsifying business records in the 1* degree, a Class E felony offense; sixty eight
counts of Offering a false instrument for filing in the 1* degree, a Class E felony offense; three
counts of Unauthorized use of a vehicle in the 3" degree, a Class A misdemeanor offense; two
counts of Petit laréeny, a Class A misdemeanor offense; and two counts of Official misconduct, a
Class A misdemeanor offense. The offenses occurred between February, 2001 and October,

2002.
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It is alleged that Serra, while serving as a high ranking official at the City jail on Rikers
Island, used Department of Correction personnel on construction projects at his home in
suburban Mahopac, New York in Putnam County. The work was performed, at taxpayers’
expense, by personnel who were supposed to be on duty at Rikers Island.

These new charges involve the remodeling of a bathroom and kitchen, the construction of
a basketball court and the installation of stereophonic loud speakers in a ceiling at Serra’s home.
It is also alleged that Serra arranged for a truck, trailer and mini tractor owned by the Department
of Correction to be transported to his home upstate for use in the construction of the basketball
court. Another allegation involves the execution of a search warrant in the defendant’s
daughter’s dormitory room at college, where investigators recovered a television and video
cassette recorder owned by the Department of Correction.

Serra is also accused of falsifying time sheets and over time hours for the employees
involved. In one instance paper work indicated that Department of Correction personnel were
assisting at the crash site of commercial airliner in Far Rockaway on November 12, 2001, when
in fact, it is alleged, the employees spent most of their time in Mahopac working at the
defendant’s home.

Serra was were charged with similar offenses earlier this year on February 13, 2003 in an

eighty nine count indictment following a nearly five month long joint investigation by the New
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York City Department of Investigation and the Office of the Bronx District Attorney.

The top charge in this new indictment is a Class C felony offense, which is punishable by
a maximum sentence of up to fifteen years imprisonment. The most seﬁous charge in the
February indictment is a Cllass D felony offense, which is punishable by a maximum sentence of
up to seven years imprisonment.

District Attorney Johnson and Commissioner Hearn said the investigation is continuing.

HEHHH
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Thursday, July 31, 2003

BRONX JURY CONVICTS MANHATTAN MAN ON MANSLAUGHTER
CHARGES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 54 year-old Manhattan
man has been convicted cf killing a 53 year-old Bronx man.

Henry Greenlee, of 431 Convent Avenue, Manhattan, in a non-jury trial was found guilty of
1 count of Manslaughter in the 1* degree in the beating death of James Robertson. Greenlee , a
predicate felon, faces a term of up to 25 years imprisonment when he appears before Acting State
Supreme Court Justice William Mogulescu for sentencing on Wednesday, September 24, 2003 in
Part T12.

The incident occurred on October 4, 2000 when the detendant went to collect a $35 debt
from his acquaintance Robertson at the Tineo Deli located at 3861 Carpenter Avenue. Following
a brief confrontation Greenlee, a large man of over 6’ and weighing approximately 270lbs palmed
the victim’s head and slammed him to the floor. Greenlee picked-up Robertson, a small man of
5’9”and 1701bs by his belt and shirt and took him outside the store where he proceeded to ram the
victim into the wall head first. The impact caused a catastrophic injury to Robertson’s spine

instantly paralyzing him.
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Witnesses testified that Greenlee just walked away from the scene leaving Robertson on the
ground to die. Robertson succumbed to his injuries five months later.

Senior Assistant District Attorney Nancy Borko and Assistant District Attorney Troy A.
Smith of the Trial Division prosecuted this case.

HEH#H#H

Page 2 of 2



FORM F-18

~

076/2003 f‘,.'n.,--;?:i;q OFFICE OF THE http://bronxda.net
g DISTRICT ATTORNEY
s OF BRONX COUNTY 85 1.GRAND CONCOUNSE
Bronx, N. Y. 10481
ROBERT T. JOHNSON 590-2234
DISTRICT ATTORNEY ==y PRESS RELEASE e

Thursday, July 31, 2003

BRONX MAN CONVICTED OF MURDER FOLLOWING A TURF DISPUTE
OVER MARIJUANA SALES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today the murder conviction of a
twenty four year old man in the shooting death of another man because of a dispute over
marijuana street sales.

Ahib Paul, of 1460 Washington Avenue, the Bronx, was found guilty of killing forty
three year old Derrick Thompson on July 1, 2001, on the sidewalk in front of 553 East 169"
Street between Fulton and Third Avenues.

Paul, also known as “Jermaine”, was convicted of two counts of Murder in the 2™ degree,
one count of Manslaughter in the 1* degree, one count of Attempted Robbery in the 1* degree,
one count of Criminal Possession of a Weapon in the 1* degree and one count of Criminal
Possession of a Weapon in the 3™ degree. Paul was convicted of murdering Thompson under
two different legal theories; he was found guilty of intentionally causing the victim’s death and
also was found guilty of murder during the commission of a felony.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Troy Webber set sentencing for Tuesday, September
23, 2003 in Part M40. Paul is facing a maximum sentence of twenty five years to life

imprisonment.
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The jury heard testimony that the fatal shooting was the culmination of a turf dispute over
the course of several days regarding the sale of marijuana in the vicinity of the deadly
confrontation. Shortly before Thompson was gunned down, he was approached by the defendant
who tried to grab a bag of marijuana that Thompson was holding. The two men struggled before
Paul managed to seize the bag. As Paul walked away with the marijuana, Thompson threw
something at Paul’s back promptmg him to turn around and shoot in Thompson’s direction. The
bullet missed and Thompson fell to the 81dewalk for cover as Paul continued to approach him.
Paul stood over Thompson and fired another shot which struck him in the neck and severed his
spine. While Thompson lay paralyzed, Paul searched the victim’s pockets before fleeing.
Thompson was later pronounced dead at a local hospital.

Assistant District Attorneys Leah Takantzas and Michelle Rodney are prosecuting the

case.
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Wednesday, August 6, 2003

FORMER NEW YORK CITY CORRECTION OFFICER SENTENCED TO A
MAXIMUM TERM OF NINE YEARS IMPRISONMENT FOR TRYING TO SMUGGLE
COCAINE TO AN INMATE AT THE CITY JAIL ON RIKERS ISLAND

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that & former New York City
Correction Officer, 25 vear old Gillian Guerra, has been sentenced to state prison for attempting
to smuggle cocaine to an inmate at the City jail on Rikers Island.

Guerra was sentenced by Criminal Court Judge Michael Sonberg to a tenm of three to
nine years imprisonment afier pleading guilty last month to Attempted criminal possession of a
controlled substance in the 3" degree.

Guerra was arrested last month following an investigation by the Department of
Investigation’s Inspector General for the Department of Correction. Guerra had served as a
Comrection Officer from December 2002 until May 2003 when he was laid off as a result of
budget cuts. The defendant, a Brooklyn resident, admitted that he had smuggled two and a haif
ounces of simulated cocaine to an inmate in exchange for $1.600 from a DO1 undercover
detective who was posing as the inmate’s girlfriend.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Wanda Perez Maldonado of the
Rackets Bureau.
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Thursday, August 07, 2003

BRONX MAN IS SENTENCED TO 24 YEARS IMPRISONMENT
FOR BURGLARIZING ELDERLY RESIDENTS IN PARKCHESTER

Bronx District Attomey Robert T. Johnson announced today that 25 year-old Tyron Felton,
has been sentenced to a term of 24 years imprisonment for a series of “‘push in” burglaries involving
elderly victims in Parkchester between September 2002 and November 2002.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice John N. Byme sentenced Felton, a repeat offender, of
18 Metropolitan Oval, to a determinate term of 24 years imprisonment. The defendant pled guilty
last May to five counts of Burglary in the 1* degree in connection with five armed “push in”
burglaries.

Felton’s crime spree began on September 19, 2002 when he victimized a 70 year old woman
and a 92 year-old woman in two separate incidents within five hours. Felton struck again on October
4,2002 in a burglary involving a 90 year-old woman. Twelve days later, on October 16, 2002, Felton
victimized an 87 year-old woman and her 84 year-old brother. The fifth "push in" burglary occurred
on November 7, 2002 at the home of an 81 year-old woman. All of the victims were targeted as they
left area stores carrying bags of groceries. As the elderly women approached their homes, Felton

would offer to help them with their packages and gain their confidence. Once the victims entered the
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elevator Felton watched to see where they were going and would get off one or two floors below.
He would race up the stairs and push his victims into their apartments as they were turning the keys
to open the front door. Felton, who was armed with either a knife or handgun, bound the victims with

duct tape before fleeing with jewelry and small amounts of cash.

The final incident on March 28, 2003 occurred at the home of a 70 year-old man and also
involved his 29 year-old daughter and two year-old grandson. The victim was in his yard when
Felton and two other armed men took his wallet and jewelry before snatching his daughter’s purse
as she walked out of the house with her two year-old son. All three victims were forced into the

garage and bound with duct tape.

Felton’s co-defendant in the March 28, 2003 incident only, Richard Feliciano, 24, of 1480

Washington Avenue, the Bronx is currently awaiting trial.

Assistant District Attorney Mary-Kathleen Wagner prosecuted the case in which charges at
first had been filed against an innocent man. It was ADA Wagner’s discovery that the wrong video
tape of an ATM banking transaction was the basis of that initial arrest. ADA Wagner immediately
brought the matter to the court’s attention. Charges were dropped. The innocent man was released

and Felton was subsequently arrested and convicted.
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Wednesday, August 27, 2003

DRUG SMUGGLING CHARGES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 32 year-old Tracey Dailey,
aformer New York City Correction Department cook, has been convicted for attempting to smuggle
cocaine to an inmate on Rikers Island.

Dailey, of 4-24 Astoria Boulevard, Queens, pled guilty to 1 count of Attempted Criminal
Passession of a Controlled Subsiance is the 3™ degee. Under the terms of the plea agreement Duiley
will be sentenced to a term of 2 to 6 years imprisonment when she appears before Acting State
Supreme Court Justice Steve L. Barrett on Tuesday, September 16, 2003 in Part M00.

Dailey was arrested last May, following a 1 2 month long investigation by The Department
of Investigation’s Inspector General for the Department of Correction. On two occasions in
November 2002, the defendant smuggied cne ounce of simulated cocaine into the Eric M. Taylor
Center (EMTC), Rikers Island facility, and accepted $600 from an undercover DOI investigator
posing as the inmate’s girlfriend.

This case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Todd Sherman of the Rackets
Bureau.
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Friday, August 29, 2003

F BRONX WOMAN IS CONVICTED FOR ASSAULTING A POLICE OFFICER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 21 .year-old Bronx
wormnan has been convicted of assault and other related charges.

A Bronx jury found Songhai Woodard, of 2800 Jerome Avenue, guilty of 1 count each of
Assault in the 2™ degree, Resisting Arrest and Obstructing Government Administration in the 2™
degree, for biting and fracturing the left ring finger of Police Officer Matthew Sauer of the 47
Precinct. Woodard faces a maximum term of up to 7 years imprisonment when she appears before
State Supreme court Justice Dominic R. Massaro for sentencing on Thursday, Septzmber 25, 2003
in Part T14.

The incident occurred on September 30, 2002 when Police Officers Sauer and Derek Barbier
of the 47™ Precinct witnessed the defendant and a young man later identified as her brother, exiting
Evander Childs High School, located at 800 East Gun Hill Road. The Officers, assigned to truancy
squad, stopped the pair and asked for identification. Woodard argued with Officer Sauer and an

altercation ensued.

Page 1 of 2



FORM F-18

080/2003 {8 LA e ksl http://bronxda.net
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
OF BRONX COUNTY 851 GRAND CONCOURSE
Bronx, N. Y. 10481
ROBERT T. JOHNSON 590-2234
DISTRICT ATTORNEY — PRESS RELEASE —

During the altercation, Woodard bit the left thumb of Officer Sauer. Officer Sauer pulled

his hand away from the defendant’s mouth and attempted to arrest her. Woodard then bit Officer

p Sauer’s left ring finger causing it to fracture. Officer Sauer underwent hand surgery to place
permanent screws into the finger, leaving him with limited mobility.

Assistant District Attorney Karen Charrington of the Trial Bureau is prosecuting this case.
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Wednesday, September 3 2003

BRONX DISTRICT ATTORNEY ANNOUNCES NEW APPOINTEES

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today the hinng of 38 new Assistant

District Attomeys.

The new ADA’s began a three-week training program yesterday, under the supervision of

Assistant District Attorney Cari E. Ferreiro, Director of Litigation Training. The intensive program

combines courtroom observation with lectures in cniminal court practice.

The following is a list of the new Assistants and their law schools:

L_aura Brancato

Christina Brescia
(Candace Brooks
Lisa Burger
Marisa Capra

May Che
Christopher Clarke
Hasani Claxton
April Cohen
Chrnistine Daly

Jessica Darpino

St. John’s University School of Law

Albany Law School

Brooklyn Law School

Fordham University School of Law

Brooklyn Law School

Fordham Umiversity School of Law

American University Washington College of Law
Columbia University School of Law

Pace University School of Law

Boston College Law School

Fordham University School of Law
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Lissette Fernandez
Brian Gibbons
Jillian Gross

Laura Hidalgo
Sherley Joseph
Aaron Kiviat
Vincenzo Lippiello
Yvette Lopez
Vanessa Losicco
Jessica-Deanna Lupo
Steven Maffei
Dimitri Maisonet
Melinda Mason
Michael Mui
Jennifer Reich
Carrie Seiden
Tracy Siligmueller
Colin Smith
Shanay Smith
Adam So

Anthony Strazza

Catherine Tang

Seton Hall University School of Law

St. John’s University School of Law
Brooklyn Law School

University of Texas School of Law

St. John’s University School of Law
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

St. John’s University School of Law
Cornell Law School

Pace University Schoo! of Law

New York Law School

Brooklyn Law School

George Washington University Law Center
Boston College Law School

Brooklyn Law School

George Washington University Law Center
Hofstra University School of Law

George Washington University Law Center
Pace University School of Law

Albany Law School

Georgetown University Law Center

St. John’s University School of Law
Brooklyn Law School
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Amir Toossi

Erica Weissberg
Amy Weiswasser
B. Michael Wright
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Brooklyn Law School

Georgetown University Law Center
Brooklyn Law School
SUNY @ Buffalo School of Law

Emory University School of Law
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Wednesday, September 3, 2003

BRONX DISTRICT ATTORNEY ANNOUNCES THE BEGINNING OF THE
PROSECUTION CLINIC

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that six students from St. John’s
University School of Law began participating in the Bronx DA’s annual Prosecution Clinic on
Wednesday, August 27, 2003. The Fall 2003 semester prosecution clinic consists of approximately
12 — 15 hours a-week of office / court work, as well as weekly seminars at the law school.

Students assigned to the Appeals Bureau are: Jennifer Benischek, Lawrence A. Calli, and
Jeffrey H. Gamils. These students V\;ill work under the supervision of Assistant District Attorney
Joseph Ferdenzi, Chief of Appeals, and Assistant District Attorney Nancy Killian, Deputy Chief of
Appeals, during their office time. Assistant District Attorney Joseph McCormack, Deputy Chief,
Criminal Court Bureau, will be responsible for their out-of-office training. These students will be
involved in a variety of felony and misdemeanor appeals. Where appropriate, they will assemble or
supplement the record on appeal. They will read and analyze the record on appeal and the
defendant’s brief, crystallize the issues and the legal approach to the issues, research the law and
write the brief. The students’ names will appear on the briefs. The students will also assist in the
preparation of the oral arguments and will be present during the oral arguments. They will not be

permitted to make oral arguments.
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Students assigned to the Criminal Court Bureau are: Susan Lee Ferrucci, Jeffrey S. Glassman
and Michael C. Rosenberger. These students will be under the supervision of ADA Joseph
McCormack. They will be responsible for a case load of misdemeanor prosecutions in the Bronx
Criminal Court through the stages of the criminal process — interviewing witnesses, drafting
accusatory instruments, drafting responses to motions, negotiating with defense counsel, court

appearances, pre-trial hearings and bench and/or jury trials.
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Tuesday, September 9, 2003

BRONX MAN IS CONVICTED OF MURDERING TWO INNOCENT
BYSTANDERS IN A GUNFIGHT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 24 year-old Kenroy Hinds
has been convicted of murder in the shooting deaths of two innocent bystanders in the Olinville
section of the Bronx in November 2001.

Hinds, aka "Paul Stan", of 721 East 213" Street, pled guilty to two counts of Murder in the
2" degree, "in a manner evincing a depraved indifference to human life", in the deaths of Romel
Jenkins, 5, and Sergio Carmago, 25, of Phoenix Arizona.

State Supreme Court Justice Lawrence H. Bernstein set sentencing for Friday, September 26,
2003 in Part M20. Under the terms of the plea agreement Hinds will be sentenced to a term of 23
years to life imprisonment.

The trial for co-defendant Duval Thorpe 04429 Ely Avenue, the Bronx, is expected to begin
tomorrow (Wednesday, September 10, 2003) in Supreme Court, Part M20. Thorpe is charged with
two counts of Murder in the 2™ degree, one count of Reckless endangerment in the 1% degree and
one count of Criminal possession of a weapon in the 3™ degree. If convicted of the most serious

charge of murder, Thorpe faces a maximurn term of 25 years to life imprisonment on each count.
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The fatal shootings occurred during the early evening hours on November 19, 2001, near the
intersection of White Plains Road and Rosewood Street. Hinds was engaged in a gunfight with
another person alleged to be Thorpe, during which stray shots hit Jenkins in the back and Carmago
in the chest.

Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Theresa Gottlieb i$ prosecuting these cases.

i
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Monday, September 15, 2003

SECOND GUNMAN PLEADS GUITLY IN CONNECTION WITH THE FATAL
SHOOTING OF TWO INNOCENT BYSTANDERS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 36 year-old Duval Thorpe
has been convicted on charges of weapons possession for his role in a deadly shootout in the
Olinville section of the Bronx that left two innocent bystanders dead.

Thorpe, of 4229 Ely Avenue, the Bronx, pled guilty to Criminal possession of a weapon in
the 2™ degree. Under the terms of the plea agreement, Thorpe will be sentenced to a determinate
term of 12 years imprisonment. State Supreme Court Justice Lawrence H. Bernstein set sentencing
for Wednesday, October 1, 2003, in Part M20.

Co-defendant Kenroy Hinds, of 721 East 213" Street, pled guilty last week to two counts of
Murder in the 2™ degree, "in a manner evincing a depraved indifference to human life", in the deaths
of Romel Jenkins, 5, and Sergio Carmago, 25, of Phoenix Arizona. Under the terms of that plea
agreement, Hinds will be sentenced to a term to 23 years to life imprisonment. Sentencing for Hinds
is set for Friday, September 26, 2003 in Part M20.

The fatal shootings occurred during the early evening hours of November 19, 2001, near the

intersection of White Plains Road and Rosewood Street, when Thorpe and his co-defendant were
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engaged in a gunfight initiated by Hinds. Stray shots struck Jenkins in the back and Carmago in the
chest.

Senior Trial assistant District Attorney Theresa Gottlieb prosecuted these cases.
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Tuesday, September 16, 2003

BRONX MAN FACING UP TO FIFTY YEARS IMPRISONMENT FOR AN
ATTEMPTED MURDER IN A BRONX PARK WITNESSED BY OFF DUTY POLICE
OFFICERS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a jury last night
convicted a 28 year old Bronx man of attempted murder for shooting an acquaintance in broad
daylight next to a ballfield where several off duty police officers were playing softball.

Roberto Williams, of 1150 Evergreen Avenue, was found guilty of one count of
Attempted Murder in the 2™ degree in the shooting of Angel Ramos, 27, one count of Assault in
the 1* degree, one count of Robbery in the 1* degree and one count of Criminal Possession of a
Weapon in the 3™ degree.

State Supreme Court Justice Caesar Cirigliano set sentencing for Wednesday, October 1,
2003 in Part TS. Williams is facing a maximum sentence of up to 25 years imprisonment on each
of the attempted murder, assault and robbery charges and up to seven years imprisonment on the
gun charge. By law, Williams could be sentenced to consecutive terms on the attempted murder
and robbery charges. If the judge does impose consecutive terms, Williams potentially could be
imprisoned for as many as fifty years.

The shooting occurred on July 21, 2002 at a park on the comer of Metcalf and Lafayette
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Avenues in the Soundview section of the Bronx where the victim, Angel Ramos, was watching a
softball game. Ramos saw the defendant get out of a car and began to flee as Williams
approached him. Ramos collapsed when Williams shot him once in the back with a nine
millimeter semi-automatic pistol. Williams then stood over the victim and shot him six more
times in the abdomen and thighs.

Several off duty police officers who were playing softball heard the gunshots and pursued
Williams as he fled along Lafayette Avenue. Williams commandeered a woman’s car as she sat
double parked with her keys in the ignition. The woman, Letetra Dalton, escaped uninjured
before Williams led police on a high speed chase. Williams was taken into custody when traffic
congestion made it impossible for him to continue fleeing.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Pamela Pannes.
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Tuesday, September 16, 2003

NEW JERSEY MAN IS SENTENCED FOR HIS ROLE IN A GANG RELATED
ASSAULT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 20 year-old New Jersey
man has been sentenced to 7 years imprisonment for a gang related slashing.

Claudio Carino, of 414 Stockton Avenue, Roselle N.J. was con\'/icted last July of Assault in
the 1* degree for the early moming attack on Juan Vargas, 27, that left him permanently scarred. In
addition to the 7 year prison sentence, State Supreme Court Justice David Stadtmauer ordered the
defendant to complete 2 % years of post release supervision.

Carino was charged with acting in concert with others in the slashing which occurred at the
comer of 138" Street and Willis Avenue, on January 20, 2002 around 4:15 AM. As the victim
walked along 138" Street, the group ;urrounded him and slashed a 14" x 7" X across his face. Police
Officers from the NYPD Street Crime Unit observed the assault and apprehended the defendants a
short distance away.

Co-defendant Daniel Salas, 22, of 347 East 138" Street, was convicted earlier this month of
Criminal possession of a weapon in the 4" degree, a class "A" misdemeanor offense. Salas, who was

in prison for a year while awaiting trial, was sentenced to time served. Three other co-defendants

were acquitted.
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Assistant District Attorney Lisa Mattaway of the Major Case Bureau prosecuted this case.
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Tuesday, September 23, 2003

BRONX MAN IS SENTENCED TO UP TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR A TURF

WAR MURDER INVOLVING MARIJUANA

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Ahib Paul, 24, of the Bronx
has been sentenced to a maximum term of up to life imprisonment for the July 2001 shooting death
of Derrick Thompson, 43, stemming from a dispute over marijuana street sales.

Paul, of 1460 Washington Avenue, was convicted last July of 2 counts of Murder in the pas
degree, 1 count of Manslaughter in the 1* degree, 1 count of Attempted Robbery in the 1* degree,
and 1 count each of Criminal Possession of a weapon in the 1* and 3™ degrees.

State Supreme Court Justice Troy K. Webber sentenced Paul to concurrent terms of 20

years to life imprisonment on each count of murder in the 2™ degree, 20 years imprisonment on the
charge of manslaughter in the 1* degree, 10 years imprisonment on the charge of attempted robbery,
15 years imprisonment on the charge of criminal possession of a weapon in the 1* degree, and 3 %
to 7 years imprisonment on the charge of possession of weapon in the 3" degree. Paul was convicted
of murdering Thompson under two different legal theories; he was found guilty of intentionally
causing the victim’s death and also found guilty of murder during the commission of a felony.
During the trial the jury heard testimony that the fatal shooting was the culmination of a turf

dispute over the course of several days regarding the sale of marijuana in the vicinity of 553 East
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169" Street. Shortly before Thompson was gunned down, he was approached by the defendant who
tried to grab a bag of marijuana that Thompson was holding. The two men struggled before Paul
managed to seize the bag. As Paul walked away with the marijuana, Thompson threw something
at Paul’s back prompting him to turn around and shoot in Thompson’s direction. The bullet missed
and Thompson fell to the sidewalk for cover as Paul continued to approach him. Paul stood over
Thompson and fired another shot that struck him in the neck and severed his spine. While
Thompson lay paralyzed, Paul searched the victim’s pockets before fleeing. Thompson was
pronounced dead at a local hospital.
Assistant District Attorney’s Michele Rodney and Leah Takantzas prosecuted this case.
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Friday, September 26, 2003

TWENTY ONE YEAR OLD BRONX MAN CONVICTED OF ASSAULTING
TWO PIZZA DELIVERYMEN IN THE WOODLAWN SECTION OF THE BRONX

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a twenty one year old
man has been found guilty of assault in connection with an attack last Fall on two Hispanic pizza
deliverymen in the Woodlawn section of the Bronx.

Brian Rpssell, of 119 East 233" Street, the Bronx, was convicted of Assault in the 2™
degree, Assault in the 3" degree, Criminal Mischief in the 3" degree and two counts of
Aggravated Harassment.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Michael Sonberg Irevoked Russell’s bail and ordered
him remanded pending sentencing on October 15, 2003 in Part M30.

Russeil is facing a maximum sentence of up to seven yé_ars imprisonment on the most
serious charge of Assault in the 2™ degree. He could have faced a maximum sentence of up to
fifteen years imprisonment because the attack was classified as a Hate Crime. However the jury
did not find evidence that Russell’s actions were racially motivated although anti Hispanic slurs
were made. The evidence of racial bias pointed to a second defendant, Richard Kilpatrick, who
pled guilty to Assault in the 2" degree on September 9, 2003, and agreed to testify against

Russell. Sentencing for Kilpatrick has been set for October 2, 2003 in Part T22. Under terms of
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the plea agreement, Kilpatrick will be sentenced to a term of six months in jail and four and a
half years probation.

The incident occurred on October 9, 2002 in front of 93 East 233™ Street shortly before
ten o’clock at night. The victims, Felipe Delossantos, 17 and Juan Delossantos, 17, had gotten
out of their car to make a pizza delivery when they both were attacked. Felipe Delossantos was
struck in the legs with a baseball bat and both young men were punched numerous times.

Kilpatrick, 21, of 4525 Herkimer Place, the Bronx, admitted that he had ““acted in
concert” with Russell in punching the victims and damaging their vehicle. However, Kilpatrick
testified that Russell alone struck Felipe Delossantos with the bat while he, Kilpatrick, held the
victim.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Ricardo Rodriguez.
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Monday, September 29, 2003

FORMER ASSISTANT DEPUTY WARDEN AT THE RIKERS ISLAND JAIL

CONVICTED IN THE THEFT OF CITY OWNED ARTWORK BY SALVIDOR DALI

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today the conviction of a former
high ranking official of the New York City Department of Correction in the theft of a valuable
work of art by the surrealist artist, Salvador Dali. The still missing artwork is owned by the City
of New York and had been on display in a Correction of Department facility on Rikers Island.

Mitchell Hochhauser, who was an Assistant Deputy Warden, pled guilty to one count of
Attempted Grand larceny in the 2™ degree, a Class D felony offense.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett set sentencing for Monday, November
17, 2003 in Part M60. Under terms of the agreement Hochhauser will be sentenced to a term of
one to three years imprisonment. He remains free on $25,000 bail pending sentencing.

Hochhauser, 40, of Queens, was arrested on June 17, 2003 following a three and a half
month joint investigation with the New York City Department of Investigation

Hochhauser admitted that he had “acted in concert” allegedly with three other Department
of Correction employees, in stealing the artwork which was owned by the Department of

Correction.

Still awaiting trial are former Assistant Deputy Warden Benny Nuzzo, Correction Officer
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Timothy Pina and Correction Officer Greg Sokol.

The untitled Surrealist artwork was on display in a public area near the entrance at the
Eric M. Taylor Detention Center on Rikers Island. It was reported missing on March 1, 2003
when someone noticed that a copy had been substituted for the original “Dali” which has an
appraised value of $250,000. The artist gave the work to the Department of Correction as a gift
in 1965, when illness prevented him from making a scheduled visit to Rikers Island.

The stolen artwork is a gouache mixed media composition in India ink and pencil on
board, depicting the crucifixion of Christ. It measures 59 x 39 1/2 inches and is in a carved,
stained, and mahogany wood frame. Anyone with information that could assist investigators in
locating the missing artwork should call (718) 590-2277 or (212) 266-1900.

The case is being prosecuted by Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Donald Levin of

the Investigations Division.
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Monday, September 29, 2003

BRONX MAN ACOQUITTED OF MURDER BY ONE JURY, CONVICTED BY
ANOTHER JURY OF MAKING THREATENING TELEPHONE CALLS TO EX-
GIRLFRIEND WHO TESTIFIED AGAINST HIM

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 39 year old Bronx
man has been convicted of making threatening telephone calls to a witness only days after he was
acquitted of murder charges.

William Summons was found guilty on two counts of Aggravated harassment in the o
degree, a Class A misdemeanor offense. Criminal Court Judge Robert Torres set sentencing for
Thursday, October 16, 2003 in Part JP7. Summons could be incarcerated for two years if the
judge imposes consecutive terms of one-year on each count.

The target of the threats, made from pay telephones in the Bronx on May 7, 2003 and
May 8, 2003, was a former girlfriend who had testified against Summons in a murder case.
Summons was acquitted of the homicide, which occurred on May 18, 2002, at the corner of 164"
Street and Washington Avenue. The defendant’s former girlfriend said she began to get threats
eights days after the acquittal in the murder case. Her testimony was corroborated by telephone
company records from AT&T and Verizon. )

Assistant District Attorneys Colleen Brady and Eric Hirsch, Deputy Chief of the Rackets
Bureau, are prosecuting the case involving the threatening telephone calls.

HHEHHH



FORM F-18

091/2003

OFFICE OF THE

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

OF BRONX COUNTY 851 GRAND CONCOURSE
Bromnx, N. Y. 10481

http://bronxda.net

ROBERT T. JOHNSON 580-2234

G — PRESS RELEASE —

Monday, September 29, 2003

HOMELESS MAN SENTENCED TO EIGHT YEARS IMPRISONMENT FOR
POSSESSING EXPLOSIVES AND ASSAULTING A POLICE OFFICER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a homeless, former
soldier in the Hungarian army, Zsolt Racz, has been sentenced to eight years imprisonment for
possessing explosives, other dangerous weapons, and assaulting a New York City Police Officer.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett sentenced Racz (aka George Buko)
32, to eight years in prison and five years post release supervision. However, as a condition of the
plea agreement, the defendant also agreed to waive his right to contest deportation after serving
his sentence in state prison. Racz remained in the country illegally after his application for
asylum was rejected by the U.S. State Department.

Racz was arrested on March 2, 2002 while riding a bicycle in Co-op City at the
intersection of Co-op City Boulevard and Bellamy Loop. His behavior had aroused the suspicion
of New York City Police Officers who approached Racz to question him. Racz, who was
wearing a green camouflage body vest, attempted to flee but was unsuccessful. He was found to
be in possession of a non-functioning .380 caliber Mac-10 semi automatic weapon that was
loaded with ten live rounds. A second magazine containing twenty two live rounds was

recovered from the body vest. An additional twenty six live rounds of .380 caliber ammunition
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were found in the defendant’s knapsack. A loaded .38 caliber revolver was retrieved from Racz’
waistband and fourteen live rounds for the handgun were found in his pockets. Also recovered
were two live hand grenades, three live homemade explosive devices, a metal knuckle knife with
a four and a half inch blade, and a second knife with a fourteen inch blade.

Following his arrest, Racz was taken for observation to Jacobi Hospital’s Emergency
Room where he assaulted a police officer and grabbed the officer’s service revolver in an attempt
to escape from custody.

Assistant District Attorney Todd Sherman of the Investigations Division’s Rackets
Bureau prosecuted the case.
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Tuesday, September 30, 2003

HOMELESS MAN SENTENCED TO A MAXIMUM TERM OF UP TO FOUR
YEARS IN PRISON FOR VANDALIZING CARS IN THE RIVERDALE SECTION OF
THE BRONX

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 35 year-old Isidoro Ruiz,
a homeless man, has been sent to state prison for up to four years for vandalizing cars in the
Riverdale section of the Bronx.

Bronx Criminal Court Judge Joseph Dawson sentenced Ruiz to a term of two to four years
imprisonment on felony charges of criminal mischief and auto stripping. Ruiz was also sentenced
to a concurrent term of one year in jail after he pled guilty to one count of bail jumping in the 3"
degree, a class "A" misdemeanor offense.

Ruiz pled guilty, in August 2002, to one count of Criminal mischiefin the 3™ degree and one
count of Auto stripping in the 2™ degree, both class "E" felony offenses.

Under the terms of the plea agreement, Ruiz was sentenced to an eighteen-month, in-patient
drug treatment program as an alternative to incarceration. Completion of the program was
mandatory in order for Ruiz to avoid imprisonment, however, he participated in the program for less

than nine months. The judge issued an arrest warrant when Ruiz failed to appear in court, on June
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18, 2003, for a hearing to assess his progress in the program. Failure to complete the treatment
program also resulted in the filing of a bail jumping charge against Ruiz.

Ruiz was arrested on August 7, 2003 after being observed walking along a street in
Riverdale. A police officer assigned to the S0® Precinct, who had arrested Ruiz on a prior occasion,
requested a computer check of outstanding warrants. Ruiz was taken into custody immediately when
the officer learned that Ruiz was wanted for bail jumping.

This case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney William Zelenka, Deputy Chief of
the Arson / Economic Crime Bureau.
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Friday, October 03, 2003

A 23 YEAR OLD MAN IS CONVICTED OF ASSAULT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 23 year-old Bronx man
has been convicted of slashing a 33 year-old man across the face.

A jury found Paul Colon, of 2160 Seward Avenue, guilty of 1 count of Assault in the 1*
degree, in the slashing of Adriano Mendez in November 2001. Colon, a predicate felon, is facing
a maximum term of up to 25 years imprisonment when he appears before Acting State Supreme
Court Justice Barbara Newman for sentencing on Thursday, October 16, 2003 in Part T15.

The assault took place during the early moming hours of November 9, 2001, when Colon,
a patron at a gentlemen’s club at 673 Hunts Point Avenue, became agitated when a dancer asked
Colon for a tip after dancing for him. Colon refused to tip the dancer and demanded that his
admission money be refunded. Mendez, who worked at the door, informed the defendant that he
could not have a refund because of the length of time that he had already spent in the club. Colon
became boisterous and was asked to leave. When Mendez turned his head to summon security,
Colon slashed him across the left side of his face then fled. The victim has permanent scarring
requiring plastic surgery.

Colon is also awaiting trial on two unrelated cases here in Bronx County for Robbery in the

1* degree, and Assault in the 1* degree and one case in Florida for Felony assault.
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Assistant District Attorney Troy A. Smith is prosecuting this case.
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Wednesday, October 8, 2003

TWENTY TWO YEAR OLD PAROLEE CONVICTED OF FIRST DEGREE
MURDER IN THE SHOOTING DEATH OF A 67 YEAR OLD RETIRED NEW YORK
CITY EMPLOYEE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 22 year old Bronx
man has been convicted of murder in the death of a 67 year old man and attempted robbery for an
unrelated and unsuccessful car jack attempt only thirty minutes before the fatal shooting.

Michael Mitchell, of 619 Casanova Street, the Bronx, was found guilty of one count of
Murder in the first degree and one count of Attempted Robbery in the first degree after a three
week trial followed by nine days of deliberations.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Martin Marcus set sentencing for Thursday, October
30, 2003 in Part T13. Mitchell is facing a maximum sentence of life without the possibility of
parole. The defendant, at the time of the murder, was on parole in connection with a robbery
conviction in Manhattan.

Saulius Remeza, 67, was shot twice in the head and once in the chest on March 12, 2001
at a New York City Department of Sanitation Depot that is located on the same block as the
defendant’s residence in the Hunts Point section of the Bronx. Mitchell accosted the victim and

opened fire before taking the older man’s cell phone, car keys and car. Remeza was a retired
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engineer with the City of New York who, at the time of his death, was working as a consultant on
a construction project at the sanitation depot.

Mitchell was also convicted of an attempted car-jacking about half an hour before the
murder. That incident occurred a short distance away in front of a school at 732 Longfellow
Avenue. The victim, Erwin Campoverde, was a nineteen year old senior at the time.
Campoverde testified that he was sitting in his father’s minivan waiting for a friend when
Mitchell ordered him at gunpoint to get out of the vehicle or be killed. As Mitchell attempted to
pull open the door, Campoverde started the engine and drove away.

Mitchell was arrested two days after the mini crime spree when detectives traced his
whereabouts by using the murder victim’s telephone records. Investigators traced calls made to
an address in Brooklyn. While canvassing the area near the Brooklyn address, detectives located
Remeza’s car and waited for the defendant to return to the vehicle. He was arrested with the car
keys and cellular telephone in his possession.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Daniel McCarthy, Chief Trial

Counsel and Director of Trial Training.
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Thursday, October 9, 2003

BRONX MAN CONVICTED OF A GUN POINT “PUSH IN” ROBBERY OF A

WOMAN IN THE PRESENCE OF SIX YOUNG CHILDREN IN HER CARE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today the conviction of a forty six
year old Bronx man who robbed a woman at gunpoint after pushing his way into the apartment
where she lived with her five children.

Johnnie Cooks, of 1920 Walton Avenue, was found guilty of Robbery in the first degree,
Robbery in the second degree, Burglary in the first degree, and two counts of Endangering the
Welfare of a Child.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Phyllis Skloot Bamberger set sentencing for
Thursday, November 13, 2003 in Part T1. Cooks is facing a maximum sentence of up to 25 years
imprisonment on each count of first degree robbery and first degree burglary, up to 15 years
imprisonment on the second degree robbery charge, and up to one year in jail on each of the two
child endangerment charges.

The crimes occurred on July 23, 2002 when Cooks and two accomplices forced their way
into an apartment where Mayra Garcia, 46, was caring for six children. Garcia was the biological
mother of three of the children, the foster parent of two others and babysitter of the sixth

youngster. The children ranged in age from three to fourteen years old.
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The intruders, armed with a .38 caliber revolver, knocked on the door and pushed their
way into the apartment when Garcia let them in without looking through the peephole because
she had been expecting her sister to arrive for a visit. The victim’s eleven year old son was in a
bedroom when he heard his mother screaming. When the boy looked into the hallway and saw
the men hitting his mother, he grabbed his cell phone and dialed 911 for help.

Another son, meanwhile, who had been sleeping when the commotion began, ran into
the hallway in an effort to help his mother whose hands had been tied with duct tape. One of the
intruders grabbed the fourteen year old from behind, pushed him to the floor and threatened the
boy while holding a knife at his neck. When the eleven year old victim saw his fourteen year old
brother being tied, the younger boy tried to intervene but was subdued immediately and bound
with duct tape, hands behind his back. The defendants removed gold chains that the boys were
wearing, and took other jewelry and a bank ATM card that were found during a search of the
apartment. When police arrived in response to the call to 911, the eleven year old boy stood up
and was able to maneuver his hands to unlock the front door. Crooks and his accomplices were in
a back room attempting to flee when police arrested them. The four younger children who were
also in the apartment during the robbery were not harmed. Two had locked themselves in the
bathroom and two locked themselves in a third bedroom during the ordeal.

Accomplices Jonnie Scott, 47, and Carmelo Pereira, 36, each pled guilty to a single count
of Burglary in the first degree on October 2002. Over the DA’s objection, Scott was sentenced to

a term of ten and a half years imprisonment while Pereira received a term of eight years
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imprisonment. The People had recommended that Acting State Supreme Court Justice William
Mogulescu impose a sentence of eighteen years imprisonment for Scott and fifteen years
imprisonment for Pereira.

The case against Cooks is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Cristina Park

who also prosecuted accomplices Scott and Pereira.
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Thursday, October 9, 2003

GRAND JURY CHARGES NEW YORK CITY CORRECTION OFFICER WITH
THE FORCIBLE RAPE OF A FEMALE INMATE AT THE RIKERS ISLAND JAIL

THE FORCIBL Y RAT R UK A F VA A s O e e

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a New York City
Correction Officer has been indicted on charges that he allegedly forcibly raped a female inmate
and tampered with a logbook in order to cover up his whereabouts at the time of the crime.

The grand jury indicted Jerome Reyes, 33, of Queens, on charges of Rape in the first
degree, Rape in the third degree, Sexual Abuse in the first degree, Falsifying business records in
the first degree, Falsifying business records in the second degree, Tampering with public records
in the first degree and Offering a false instrument for filing in the first degree. The most serious
charge, Rape in the first degree, is a Class B felony offense punishable by a maximum sentence
of up to 25 years in prison.

Reyes is to be arraigned on the indictment in State Supreme Court, Part A, on Friday,
October 31, 2003. He was arrested on September 26, 2003 and released after posting a $25,000
bond.

Reyes is alleged to have raped a thirty three year old female inmate in her cell at the Rose

M. Singer Detention Center for Women at the City jail on Rikers Island on August 15, 2003.
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It is also alleged that Reyes falsified information on official New York City Department of
Correction business records indicating that he was at a different location during the incident.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Rachel Singer of the Sex

Offense Bureau.
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Friday, October 10, 2003

HEAD DOCUMENT EXAMINER AT BRONX OFFICE OF THE CITY
REGISTER CONVICTED OF BRIBE RECEIVING

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Joseph Kasim, Head
Examiner at the Bronx Office of the City Register, has pled guilty to one count of Bribe
Receiving in the third degree.

Kasim, a 55 year old Bronx resident, admitted that he accepted a total of $1,640 in
payments in exchange for using his position to *“ expedite, approve and file” property related
documents submitted to his office.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice John Byrne set sentencing for Friday, December 12,
2003 in Part A.

Under terms of the agreement, Kasim will be sentenced to five years probation and has
waived his right to appeal the conviction. Kasim also has paid full restitution of the $1,640 in
bribes given to him by an undercover investigator from the New York City Department of
Investigation, Office of the Inspector General. The bribes were paid on seven different
occasions, at the Bronx Office of the City Register, at 1932 Arthur Avenue, between January 1,
2002 and July 25, 2003.

The Department of Investigation initiated the investigation after receiving information
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that Kasim was soliciting payment for work for which he already was receiving compensation

from the City of New York.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Dennis Consumano of the

Bronx DA’s Rackets Bureau.
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Wednesday, October 15, 2003

BRONX MAN SENTENCED TO TWELVE YEARS IMPRISONMENT FOR HIS

ROLE IN A GUNFIGHT IN WHICH TWO INNOCENT BYSTANDERS WERE KILLED

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Duval Thorpe has been
sentenced to twelve years impﬁsonment for participating in a gunfight that resulted in the deaths
of two innocent bystanders.

Thorpe, 35, of 4429 Ely Avenue, the Bronx, pled guilty on September 15, 2003 to one
count of Criminal Pbssession of a Weapon in the 2™ degree, a Class C felony offense punishable
by a maximum sentence of up to fifteen years imprisonment.

Under terms of the plea agreement, State Supreme Court Justice Lawrence Bernstein
sentenced Thorpe to a term of twelve years imprisonment for carrying an unlicensed loaded
firearm on the street with the intent to use it.

Thorpe admitted firing his weapon in self defense after another man, Kenroy Hinds, 24,
starting shooting.at him first. The incident occurred on November 19, 2001 near the intersection
of White Plains Road and Rosewood Street in the Olinville section of the Bronx. Bystanders
Romel Jenkins, 5, of the B:rohx, and Sergio Carmago, 25, of Phoenix, Arizona were killed by
stray bullets.

Hinds, who initiated the gunfight, pled guilty to two counts of Murder in the 2™ degree
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and was sentenced, on October 9, 2003, to a term of 23 years to life imprisonment.
Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Theresa Gottlieb prosecuted the case against both

defendants.
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Thursday, October 16, 2003

BRONX MAN SENTENCED TO ONE YEAR IN JAIL FOR ASSAULTING TWO
PIZZA DELIVERYMEN IN THE WOODLAWN SECTION OF THE BRONX '

Y LA DLV v, N AN A Ry A e L ———————=

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a twenty one year old
Bronx man has been sentenced to one year in jail for his role in an attack last Fall on two
Hispanic pizza deliverymen in the Woodlawn section of the Bronx.

A jury convicted Brian Russell last month of Assault in the 2™ degree, Assault in the 3™
degree, Criminal Mischief in the 3" degree and two counts of Aggravated Harassment.

Russell could have been imprisoned for as many as seven years, but Acting State
Supreme Court Justice Michael Sonberg imposed a sentence of one year in jail, citing the
defendant’s age and the fact that it was his first offense. The District Attorney’s Office
recommended a sentence of four years imprisonment.

The crimes occurred on October 9, 2002 in front of 93 East 233™ Street shortly before ten
o’clock at night. The seventeen year old victims, Felipe and Juan Delossantos, had gotten out of
their car to make a pizza delivery when they were attacked. Felipe Delossantos was struck in the
legs with a baseball bat, and both young men were punched numerous times.

Although the attack had been classified as a Hate Crime, the jury did not find evidénce

that Russell’s actions were racially motivated even though anti Hispanic slurs were made. The
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evidence of racial bias pointed to a second defendant, Richard Kilpatrick, who pled guilty to
Assault in the 2™ degree on September 9, 2003, and agreed to testify against Russell.

Kilpatrick admitted that he had “acted in concert” with Russell in punching the victims
and damaging their vehicle. However, Kilpatrick testified that Russell alone struck Felipe
Delossantos with the bat while he, Kilpatrick, held the victim.

Kilpatrick, of 4525 Herkimer Place, the Bronx, was sentenced on October 2, 2003 to a
term of six months in jail and five years probation. Kilpatrick also paid $2,165 restitution for
damage to the car that was owned by the father of the two victims.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Ricardo Rodriguez.

HH#t##H

Page 2 of 2



FORM F-18

100/2003 OFFICE OF THE http://bronxda.net
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
OF BRONX COUNTY 851 GRAND CONCOURSE
Bronx, N. Y. 10481
ROBERT T. JOHNSON 590-2234
e U S g5 — PRESS RELEASE —

Thursday, October 16, 2003

A 23 YEAR-OLD BRONX MAN IS SENTENCED FOR ASSAULT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 23 year-old Bronx man
has been sentenced to a term of 17 years imprisonment for slashing a 33 year-old man across the
face.

Paul Colon, of 2160 Seward Avenue, was found guilty, earlier this month, of Assault in the
1* degree, a class "B" felony, for slashing Adriano Mendez in November 2001. Colon was sentenced
by Acting State Supreme Court Justice Barbara Newman.

The assault took place during the early moming hours of November 9, 2001, when Colon,
a patron at a gentlemen’s club at 673 Hunts Point Avenue, became agitated when a dancer asked
Colon for a tip after dancing for him. Colon refused to tip the dancer and demanded that his
admission money be refunded. Mendez, who worked at the door, informed the defendant that he
could not have a refund because of the length of time that he had already spent in the club. Colon
became boisterous and was asked to leave. When Mendez turned his head to summon security,
Colon slashed him across the left side of his face then fled. The victim has permanent scarring
requiring plastic surgery.

Colon is also awaiting trial on two unrelated cases here in Bronx County for Robbery in the

1* degree, and Assault in the 1* degree and one case in Florida for Felony assault.
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Assistant District Attorney Troy A. Smith prosecuted this case.
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Friday, October 17, 2003

NEW YORK CITY FIREFIGHTER CONVICTED OF GRAND LARCENY IN

SCHEMES TO DEFRAUD INSURANCE COMPANY AND THE NYC LAW

SCHKNMES 10U DAL N U R A A S

DEPARTMENT’S DIVISION OF WORKERS COMPENSATION

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today the conviction of a New
York City Firefighter on charges of grand larceny stemming from schemes to defraud an
insurance company and illegally collect workers compensation benefits from the city of New
York.

Curtis Crowe, 40, of 769 Amow Avenue, the Bronx, pled guilty to two counts of Grand
larceny in the third degree. Crowe pled guilty on separate indictments in which he was charged
with stealing a total of nearly $17,000 from the Hartford Insurance Company and the Workers
Compensation Division of the New York City Law Department.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett set sentencing for January 12, 2004 in
Part M60. The judge ordered Crowe to make full restitution of the funds and indicated that the
defendant would be given a conditional discharge at sentencing.

The first of the crimes came to light as a result of a probe by the NYC Department of
Investigation in May 2000 after being contacted by the New York State Insurance Department’s

Frauds Bureau. DOI was informed by the state agency that Crowe was receiving workers’
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compensation benefits from the State of Nebraska at the same time that he was drawing a salary
as a New York City firefighter.

DOI’s investigation uncovered evidence that Crowe, who was appointed a firefighter on
February 1, 2000, continued collecting workers’ compensation benefits through April 2000.
During the three month period in question, Crowe received and cashed ten checks totaling
$4,666 from the Hartford Insurance Company. The benefits were for leg and hip injuries
resulting from an accident in December 1999 while Crowe was performing as a ballet dancer on
tour in Omaha, Nebraska. In the months prior to his appointment as a firefighter, Crowe filled
out a medical history questionnaire in which he stated that he had no injury that would prevent
him from performing the duties of a firefighter.

A second theft of more than $12,000 in illegally obtained benefits from the City Workers’
Compensation Fund also was uncovered during the course of the investigation. It was discovered
that the City Workers’ Compensation Board in 1997 awarded Crowe benefits in the amount of
$220 every two weeks after determining that Crowe was partially and permanently disabled as a
result of working as a New York City lifeguard in 1992. However, when Crowe was hired by
the New York City Fire Department in February 2000, he passed a physical exam indicating that
he was fit for duty. In December 2001, nearly two years after he began working as a firefighter,
Crowe submitted a notarized affidavit to the New York City Law Department stating that he was
not working in order to continue receiving Workers’ Compensation Benefits.

District Attorney Johnson thanked Department of Investigation Commissioner Rose Gill
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Hearn and her staff, as well as his own staff for the hard work and dedication that uncovered the
paper trail resulting in Crowe’s conviction. He also thanked the New York City Fire
Department and the New York City Law Department’s Workers Compensation Division for

contributing to the successful prosecution of this case.
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Thursday, October 23, 2003

HOME HEALTH AIDE IS CONVICTED FOR STEALING SEVENTY

THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM AN ELDERLY CLIENT

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 55 year-old home health
aide has been convicted of grand larceny for forging numerous checks written against an elderly
client’s bank account.

A Bronx jury found Carmen Lyte, of 992 Rutland Road, Brooklyn guilty of Grand Larceny
in the 2™ degree, a class "C" felony offense. Lyte is facing a maximum term of up to 15 years
imprisonment when she appears before acting State Supreme Court J ustice Michael R. Sonberg for
sentencing on Wednesday, December 3, 2003 in Part T22.

The crimes occurred between June 1, 2001 and May 29 2002, while the defendant was
employed to care for an 87 year-old woman at the client’s home in the Riverdale section of the
Bronx. Lyte removed blank checks from the victim’s checkbook, made them payable to herself and
then forged the victim’s signature on the stolen checks. When the victim’s monthly bank statement
arrived in the maii, the defendant would open the statements and remove the canceled forged checks.

The scheme began to unravel when the elderly but mentally alert victim became suspicious
and told a relative that she was concerned about the missing checks. The relative contacted an

attorney who in turn notified the Bronx District Attorney’s Office and Senior Home Care Inc., a
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Manhattan based agency that employed the defendant. The agency fired the defendant and
cooperated with investigators.

This case was investigated by NYPD Detective Kristen Jones of the DA’s Squad and is being
prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Earamichia N. Brown of the Arson / Economic Crime
Bureau.
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Thursday, October 23, 2003

BRONX MAN IS SENTENCED FOR ROBBING LIVERY CAB DRIVERS

Bronx District attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 33 year-old Bronx man
has been sentenced to more than 50 years imprisonment for robbing two livery cab drivers and a
passenger in May 2002.

A jury last month found Edwin Maldonado, of 1481 Washington Avenue, guilty of 2 counts
of Robbery in the 1* degree, and 1 count of Robbery in the 3 degree for the gunpoint robberies of
German Guzman, 38, Tanya Simpson, 28 and an unidentified cab driver.

State Supreme Court Justice Edward M. Davidowitz sentenced Maldonado, a Discretionary
Persistent Felony Offender, having been convicted of two previous felonies, to consecutive terms
of 25 years on each count of robbery in the 1* degree to be served concurrently with a term of 3%
to 7 years imprisonment on the count of robbery in the 3" degree.

The first robbery occurred on May 3, 2002, when Maldonado rushed up to the window of a
cab driven by Guzman, reached into the vehicle and snatched $90 out of the victim’s shirt pocket.
A passing eyewitness testified that she observed the defendant robbing the victim.

On May 21, 2002, Maldonado approached an unidentified cab driver in which Simpson was
a passenger, reached into the cab and snatched an undetermined amount of money out of the cab

driver’s shirt pocket, and unlocked the doors. Maldonado jumped into the backseat with Simpson,
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stuck a gun in her face, snatched her necklace and took her purse which contained $250 in cash and
credit cards. The defendant then held the gun to the back of the cab driver’s head and demanded
more money. Maldonado, who fled on foot, and was apprehended a short time later.

Assistant District Attorney Georgia D. Barker of the Trial Division prosecuted this case.
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Thursday, October 30, 2003

BRONX MAN IS FOUND GUILTY OF MURDER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 30 year-old Bronx man
has been convicted of murder in the death of a 19 year-old Bronx man on Christmas Eve 2000.

A jury found Johnny Hernandez guilty of Murder in the 2™ degree, "in a manner evincing a
depraved indifference to human life", in the death of Juan Melendez.

Hernandez, a predicate felon, faces a maximum term of 25 years to 1i_fe imprisonment when
he appears before State Supreme Court Justice David Stadtmauer for sentenciﬁg. on Wednesday,
November 12, 2003, in Part T19.

Melendez was shot to death on December 24, 2000, as he left a party in the Morris Heights
section of the Bronx. Armed with a gun, Hernandez and an accomplice approached Melendez and
ordered him to hand over his gold necklace. Witnesses testified that they saw Hernandez hold a gun
to Melgndez’s head. Asthe men struggled, Melendez was shot in the head, neck and chest. His gold
necklace was removed and both defendants fled.

A second defendant, Jason Lopez, 20, of 1491 Montgomery Avenue, Bronx, is currently
awaiting trial. Lopez is charged with 1 count of Murder in the 2™ degree, 3 counts of Robbery in
the 1% degree, 1 count Robbery in the 2™ degree, 1 count each of Criminal Possession of a weapon

in the 2™ and 3™ degrees, 1 count of Criminal Possession of Stolen Property in the 5" degree, and
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Conspiracy in the 4" degree. Lopez faces a maximum term of up to life imprisonment if convicted
on the charge of murder.
Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney David E. Greenfield of the Trial Bureau is

prosecuting this case.
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Friday, October 31, 2003

JURY CONVICTS GUNMAN OF MANSLAUGHTER IN THE FATAL

SHOOTING OF A LIVERY CAB DRIVER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a twenty four year-old
Bronx man has been convicted of manslaughter in the fatal shooting of a thirty one year-old
livery cab driver.

Arlin Abru Guzman, of 1240 Sherman Avenue, was found guilty of Manslaughter in the
2™ degree for killing Anelivda Brown on May 9, 2001.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Ira R. Globerman set sentencing for Thursday,
December 18, 2003 in Part T 24. Guzman is facing a maximum sentence of up to fifteen years
imprisonment. Guzman was convicted after four days of deliberations following an eight week
trial.

A second defendant, twenty four year-old Fermin Pena, pled guilty last February 28, 2003
to one count of Murder in the 2™ degree for his role in Brown’s death. Pena, who hired Guzman
to kill the victim, was sentenced to a term of eighteen years to life imprisonment. The murdered
woman was Pena’s ex-girlfriend.

The deadly ambush was set in motion when Pena telephoned the victim and asked for her

assistance in jump starting his car because the battery was dead. When Brown arrived Pena and
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Guzman got into her cab and were driven to the intersection of Steenwick Street and Hollers
Avenue, the location of Pena’s disabled car. Guzman then shot Brown once in the head after
being promised $2,000 to commit the crime.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorneys Astrid Borgstedt and Robert
Diaz.
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Monday, November 03, 2003

BRONX JURY CONVICTS MAN ON CHARGES OF ATTEMPTED COERCION
IN A CONSTRUCTION COALITION CASE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 39 year-old Manhattan
man has been convicted for attempting to shut down operations at a construction site through
coercion in April 2002.

A jury found Darryl Adams, of 114 West 130" Street, NY, guilty of Attempted Coercion in
the 1* degree, a class "E" felony offense. Adams, a predicate felon, faces a maximum term of up to
4 years imprisonment when he appears before State Supreme Court Justice Joseph Fisch for
sentencing on Tuesday, November 25, 2003 in Part T10.

The incident occurred on April 12, 2002, when Adams and a group of about 15 other men
went to a Barr & Barr construction site located on Grace Avenue in the Bronx, stormed into a trailer
and blocked the exits. The defendant demanded that one of the people in his group be hired, or he
would shut down the construction site. A witness testified that Adarps stated: "If you don’t shut the
job down, my people will go through the building destroying things and hurting people". The
witness further testified that a Barr & Barr construction employee asked the defendant "are you
threatening me?" and Adams replied "yes". Barr & Barr construction employees discontinued work

and shut down operations.
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Assistant District Attorney James L. Goward of the Rackets Bureau is prosecuting this case.
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Thursday, November 6, 2003

LIFE IMPRISONMENT WITH NO POSSIBILITY OF PAROLE FOR 22 YEAR

OLD BRONX MAN CONVICTED OF MURDERING A 67 YEAR OLD RETIRED NEW

YORK CITY EMPLOYEE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Michael Mitchell has
been sentenced to spend the rest of his natural life in prison, without the possibility of parole, for
the murder of a retired New York City engineer.

Mitchell, 22, of 619 Casanova Street, the Bronx, was convicted last month of Murder in
the first degree and Attempted Robbery in the first degree, in the fatal shooting of Saulius
Remeza, 67, and the unsuccessful car jack attempt against Erwin Campoverde, a 19 year old high
school senior at the time. The attempted car jacking occurred only half an hour before the
murder. The jury found Mitchell guilty following a three week trial and nine days of
deliberations.

In addition to the sentence of life without the possibility of parole for the murder, Acting
State Supreme Court Justice Martin Marcus also sentenced Mitchell to an additional concurrent
term of fifteen years imprisonment for the attempted car jacking.

Remeza, 67, was shot twice in the head and once in the chest on-March 12, 2001 at a

New York City Department of Sanitation Depot that is located on the same block as the
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defendant’s residence in the Hunts Point section of the Bronx. Mitchell accosted the victim and
opened fire before taking the older man’s cell phone, car keys and car. At the time of his death,
Remeza was working as a consultant on a construction project at the sanitation depot.

The attempted car-jacking, a short time before the murder, occurred a few blocks away in
front of a school at 732 Longfellow Avenue. The victim, Erwin Campoverde, testified that he
was sitting in his father’s minivan waiting for a friend when Mitchell ordered him at gunpoint to
get out of the vehicle or be killed. As Mitchell attempted to pull open the door, Campoverde
started the engine and drove away.

Mitchell was arrested two days after the mini crime spree when detectives traced his
whereabouts by using the murder victim’s telephone records. Investigators traced calls made to
an address in Brooklyn. While canvassing the area near the Brooklyn address, detectives located
Remeza’s car and waited for the defendant to return to the vehicle. He was arrested with the car
keys and cellular telephone in his possession.

The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Daniel McCarthy, Chief Trial
Counsel and Director of Trial Training.
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Friday, November 7, 2003

VETERAN NEW YORK CITY POLICE OFFICER CONVICTED OF FORGERY
AND OTHER OFFENSES IN THE THEFT OF MONEY ORDERS FROM ELDERLY
WOMAN WHO CALLED 911 FOR ASSISTANCE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a veteran New York
City Police Officer has pled guilty to four misdemeanor counts of forgery, petit larceny, criminal
possession of stolen property and criminal possession of a forged instrument.

Gustavo Figueroa, who resigned from the New York City Police Department last week,
admitted that he had stolen more than $600 from an elderly woman while responding to a call for
assistance in November 2002.

Figueroa, 44, of New Windsor, New York, was sentenced to a conditional discharge, by
Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett, immediately after entering the guilty plea and
making full restitution of $632.

The crimes occurred on November 2, 2002 when Officer Figueroa, while on duty and in
uniform, responded to a call for assistance at the Sedgewick Avenue home of an elderly woman.
The victim’s medical alert device had malfunctioned. Figueroa, who was assigned to the 50
Precinct at the time, admitted that he stole $557 in cash and three money orders worth a total

value of $75. Figueroa said he made the money orders payable to himself and deposited them in
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his personal checking account.

The theft was discovered shortly after Figueroa left the victim’s home. The elderly
woman noticed that an envelope containing the sequentially numbered money orders, the cash
and her public benefit identification card was missing. During an investigation by the NYPD
Internal Affairs Bureau and Bronx District Attorney’s Rackets Bureau, the missing money orders

were traced to the defendant’s bank account.
The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Todd Sherman.
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Friday, November 7, 2003

BRONX MAN IS FOUND GUILTY OF MURDER

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 37 year-old Kevin Alston,
has been convicted of murdering a 63 year-old armored car guard in January 1996.

Following a jury trial, Alston, of 3259 Tiemney Place, Bronx, originally charged with Murder
in the 1 degree, was convicted of one count of Murder in the 2™ degree in the death of Harry Palm.
Alston, a predicate felon, faces a maximum term of 25 years to life imprisonment when he appears
before State Supreme Court Justice Caesar Cirigliano for sentencing on Friday, November 21, 2003
in Part T5.

The murder occurred on January 25, 1996, as the victim and his partner, armored car guards
for Dyre Check Cashing Corporation, exited their truck, and began to walk towards Westchester
Square Hospital to make a payroll delivery. Alston and an accomplice approached Palm and his
partner and demanded that they surrender the payroll. Witnesses testified that they saw Alston and
Palm struggle, before the defendant shot the victim once in the chest. The defendant and his
accomplice fled and remained un-apprehended for six years. Alston was then identified in a line up.

Co-defendant Patrick Smith, 35, currently incarcerated at the Valhalla Correctional Facility

on an unrelated matter, has been charged with 2 counts of Murder in the 2™ degree under two
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different theories. Smith is charged with intentional murder in causing the death of the victim, and
murder during the commission of a felony. Smith, who is currently awaiting trial, could face a
maximum sentence of 25 years to life imprisonment if convicted.

Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Christine Scaccia, and Assistant District Attorney
Maureen Gorman-Phelan of the Trial Division are prosecuting this case.
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Thursday, November 13, 2003

SIXTEEN PEOPLE. INCLUDING FOUR NEW YORK CITY POLICE

OFFICERS. CHARGED WITH BRIBERY, GRAND LARCENY, AND OTHER

OFFENSES IN SCAMS TO DEFRAUD AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE PROVIDERS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson and New York City Police Commissioner
Raymond W. Kelly announced today that sixteen people, including four current and one former
New York City Police O.fﬁcers, have béen charged with grand larceny and other offenses in the
theft of nearly aiﬂquarter of a million dollars from seven insurance companies. Of thcé total
amount paid by the insurance companies, over $185,000 was for claims submitted by medical
facilities where “victims” of “alleged automobile collisions” were examined and treated.

The sixteen defendants were charged with multiple counts of Grand larceny in the 2™ and
3" degrees, Attempted Grand larcény in the 3™ degree, Insurance Fraud in the 2™ and 3" degrees,
Attempted Insurance Fraud in the 3™ degree, Bribery in the 3" degree, Bribe Receiving in the 3™
degree, Falsifying Business Records in the 1* degree, Offering a False Instrument for Filing in
the 1* degree, Forgery in the 2™ degree, Attempted Offering a False Instrument for Filing in the
1* degree, Attempted Falsifying Business Records in the 1* degree and Official Misconduct.

The grand jury, in seven separate indictments, charged the defendants with a total of
eighty two counts of criminal conduct, following a two year joint investigation initiated in

Page 1 of 4



FORM F-18

.

OFFICE OF THE

fo : .
11072003 Atecpel http://bronxda.net
[ DISTRICT ATTORNEY
N _ OF BRONX COUNTY 831 GRAND CONCOURSE
Bronx, N. Y. 10431
ROBERT T. JOHNSON 590-2234

DISTRICT ATTORNEY s PRESS RELEASE =

August 2001, by the Bronx District Attorney’s Office and the NYPD Internal Affairs Bureau.

District Attorney Johnson said: “These police officers and their former colleague, in
addition to ruining their own careers, have attempted to sully the reputations of the
overwhelming majority of our NYPD officers who protect and serve our communities with
integrity and commitment. We in law enforcement will not permit the good names of the many to
be tarnished by the greed of a few. These are not merely victimless, paper-generated crimes.
Millions of innocent consumers suffer economically by having to pay higher insurance premiums
to cover these payouts on fraudulent claims.”

Commissioner Kelly said: “I want to commend the Interﬂal Affairs Bureau and the Bronx
District Attorney’s Office for bringing this case to a successful conclusion. When the :
Department learned of these allegations we launched an aggressive investigation that resulted in
today’s indictments. The police officers involved in this insurance fraud broke the law and
betrayed the Police Department. These arrests should send a clear message that the New York
_City Police Department will be relentless in investigating any allegation of criminal activity.”

New York State Superintendent of Insurance Gregory V. Serio said: “These arrests make
it clear that no one is above the law - if you commit insurance fraud you will be arrested and
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. The sixteen people arrested today, including four
police officers, allegedly perpetrated no-fault insurance fraud and stole money from the auto

. ...... insurance system causing rates to increase for honest New Yorkers.”
It is alleged that thé defendants caused insurance companies to pay claims totaling
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$229,785.49 for medical treatment, bodily injury and property démage based on accident feports
of automobile collisions that never happened, and medical procedures that never occurred. The
defendants have also been charged in connection with claims involving an additional $130,
633.38 in billing that the insurance companies did not pay. The claims were filed with Allstate
Insurance Co., State Farm Insurance Co., Metropolitan Group Property & Casualty Co., One
Beacon Insurance Co., Prudential Property & Casualty Insurance Co., Travelers Property
Casualty, and Kemper Auto & Home Group Insurance Co.

The investigation uncovered evidence that Efrain Colon and Henry Mendez; partners ina
Bronx barbershop business at 1291 Bronx River Avenue, supplied the ﬁames of the victims that
appeared on the accident reports. Coldn, a former NYPD officer, allegedly recruited his ex-wife
P.O. Trinidad Martinez, ex-brother in law P.O. Julian Martinez, and P.O. Irvin Maldonado to
generate the phony accident reports. Mendez, a former police officer in the Dominican Republic,
allegedly recruited P.O. Emesto Colon, brother of Efrain Colon, and also prepped the ‘“‘accident
victims” by telling them what to say when they went to various clinics for medical treatment, and
what to claim when seeking compensation from the insurance companies.

Itis a'IIeged that Trinidad Martinez prepared phony accident reports on four separate
occasions on August 30, 2000, September 9, 2000, September 17, 2000 and December 17, 2000.

Emesto Colon has been charged with generating one phony accident report on March 12,

.. 2001. Julian Martinez allegedly prepared a report on a non-existent collision on March 18, 2002

and Irvin Maldonado allegedly prepared and attempted to file a fraudulent accident report
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between November 1, 2002 and November 6, 2002. In two cases defendants allegedly forged fhe
signatures of innocent, non-involved fellow police officers on the accidént reports.

Three police officers, with the exception of Irvin Maldonado, allegedly were paid varying
sums ranging from $250 to $1,000 for each of the seven fraudulent accident reports that were
filed. Eight of the civilian “victims” named in the reports each received payments for personal
injuries from the insurance companies ranging from $1,000 to $12,000. submitted by the clinics
where the alleged “victims” were examined and treated.

(See attached charts for a list of all the defendants and the specific charges against each of
them).

District Attorney Johnson and Commissioner Kelly thanked NYPD Internal Affairs
Bureau Chief Charles Campisi, Deputy Inspector Robert Sharpe, Captain Al Pignataro, and the
IAB Detectives from Group 22, New York State Superintendent of Insurance Gregory V. Serio,
Allstate Insurance Co., State Farm Insurance Co., Metropolitan Group Property & Casualty Co.,
One Beacon Insurance Co., Prudential Property & Casualty Insurance Co., Travelers Property
Casualty, Kemper Aﬁto & Home Group Insurance Co., Chief of Investigations Assistant District
Attorney Stephen Bookin, Chief of Rackets, Assistant District Attorney Thomas Leahy, Senior
Trial Assistant Larry Hartstein, and Chief Financial Investigator, Bronx District Attorney’s
Office, Julio Santiago, for the hard work that made the proseciltion of this case possible.
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Charges have been filed against:

Name

" Emesto Colon

Irvin Maldonado
Julian Martinez
Trinidad Martinez

Name
Efrain Colon
Gabriel E: Cortez

Nestor E. Delvalle

Hector R. Dominguez
- Henry Mendez

. Joanna Naranjo
Mercedes Naranjo
Wanda Nunez

Benjastan R. Polanco
a.k.a.- Benjastan Ovando

Hipolito Urraca
Rodolfo Urraca
Rodolfo A. Vittini

Assignment
41* Precinct
PSA 6
Manhattan So_uth Task Force
45™ Precinct

Address
2815 Schley Avenue, Bx., N.Y.

13 Seamans Neck Rd., Dix Hill,
N.Y.

104 School Street, Boston, MA
1065 Jerome Avenue, Bx., NY

1350 Grand Concourse, Bx., NY
2325 Morris Avenue, Bx., NY

97 Raynor St., Freeport, N.Y.

13 -Seaman Neck Rd., Dix Hill, NY
1065 Jerome Avenue, Bx., NY

1370 St. Nicholas Ave., N.Y.
1233 Bronx River Ave., Bx., NY

1036 Manor Ave., Bx., NY
1036 Manor Ave., Bx., NY
70 Edgewood Ave., Albany, NY

Date of Birth
07/30/1969

. 04/27/1968

05/09/1973
10/12/1970

Date of Birth
12/08/1970
09/22/1969

09/14/1965

08/13/1960
03/09/1973
01/23/1984
09/24/1960
04/27/1980
07/04/1975

09/30/1973
10/24/1970
05/19/1970



Defendant

P.O. Ermesto Colon

P.O. Irwin Maldonado

Bribe receiving 3" degree
Falsifying business records

Offering a false instrument
for filing 1* degree

Insurance fraud 3™ degree
Grand larceny 3™ degree

Attempted Grand larceny 3™
degree

Official misconduct

Attempted Falsifying business

~ records 1* degree

Attempted Offering a false
instrument for filing 1*
degree

Official misconduct

Maximum sentence for
each count

7 years imprisonment,
4 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment
7 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

1 year imprisonment
1 year imprisonment

1 year imprisonment

1 year imprisonment



P.O. Julian Martinez

P.O. Trinidad Martinez
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Bribe receiving 3™ degree
Forgery 2™ degree

Attempted Falsifying business
records 1% degree

Attempted Offering a false
instrument for filing 1*
degree

Attempted Insurance fraud 3™
degree

Attempted Grand larceny 3™
degree

Official misconduct

Bribe receiving 3" degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree

Offering a false instrument
for filing 1* degree

Insurance fraud 3™ degree
Grand larceny 3™ degree
Official misconduct

Attempted Grand larceny 3™
degree

Insurance fraud 2™ degree
Grand larceny 2™ degree

Forgery 2™ degree

7 years imprisonment
7 years imprisonment

1 year imprisonment

1 year imprisonment

4 years imprisonment
4 years imprisonment

1 year imprisonment

7 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment
4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment
7 years imprisonment
1 year imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

15 years imprisonment
15 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment



Efrain Colon

Gabriel Cortez

Bribery 3™ degree

Attempted Falsifying business
records 1 degree

Attempted Offering a false
instrument for filing 1
degree

Insurance fraud 3™ degree

Attempted Grand larceny 3™
degree

Attempted Insurance fraud 3™
degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree

Offering false instrument for
filing 1* degree

Grand larceny 3" degree
Insurance fraud 2™ degree

Grand larceny 2™ degree

Insurance fraud 2" degree
Grand larceny 2™ degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree

Insurance fraud 3" degree

Grand larceny 3™ degree

7 years imprisonment

1 year imprisonment

1 year imprisonment

7 years imprisonment
4 years imprisonment
4 years imprisonment
4 years imprisonment
4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment
15 years imprisonment

15 years imprisonment

15 years imprisonment
15 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment



Nestor DelValle

Hector Dominguez

Insurance fraud 2™ degree
Grand larceny 2™ degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree

Insurance fraud 3™ degree

Grand larceny 3™ degree

Insurance fraud 2™ degree
Grand larceny 2™ degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree i

15 years imprisonment

15 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment

15 years imprisonment
15 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment



Henry Mendez
a/k/a Moise Figueroa

Mercedes Naranjo

B P

Bribery 3™ degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree

Offering a false instrument
for filing 1* degree

Insurance fraud 3™ degree
Grand larceny 3™ degree

Attempted grand larceny 3™
degree

Insurance fraud 2™ degree
Grand larceny 2™ degree

Attempted Falsifying business
records 1* degree

Attempted Offering a false
instrument for filing 1*
degree

Attempted Insurance fraud 3™
degree

Insurance fraud 2™ degree
Grand larceny 2™ degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree

Insurance fraud 3" degree

Grand larceny 3™ degree

12

7 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment
4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment
7 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

15 years imprisonment
15 years imprisonment

1 year imprisonment

1 year imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

15 years imprisonment
15 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment



Joana Naranjo

Wanda Nunez

Benjastan Polanco

Hipolito Urraca
a/k/a Hipolito Rivera

Insurance fraud 2™ degree
Grand larceny 2™ degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree =

Insurance fraud 3™ degree

Grand larceny 3™ degree

Insurance fraud 2™ degree
Grand larceny 2™ degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree

Insurance fraud 3™ degree

Grand larceny 3™ degree

Insurance fraud 3™ degree
Grand larceny 3 degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree '

Insurance fraud 3™ degree
Grand larceny 3 degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree

15 years imprisonment
15 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment

15 years imprisonment
15 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment
7 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment
7 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment



Rudolfo Urraca

Rodolpho Vittini

Insurance fraud 3™ degree
Grand larceny 3™ degree

Falsifying business records 1
degree

Insurance fraud 3™ degree
Grand larceny 3™ degree

Falsifying business records 1*
degree

7 years imprisonment
7 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment

7 years imprisonment
7 years imprisonment

4 years imprisonment
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Monday, November 17, 2003

FORMER ASSISTANT DEPUTY WARDEN AT RIKERS ISLAND JAIL
HAS BEEN SENTENCED IN THE THEFT OF CITY OWNED ARTWORK BY

SALVIDOR DALI

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Mitchell Hochhauser,
former Assistant Deputy Warden at Rikers Island, has been sentenced to a term of up to three years
imprisonment for his role in the theft of a valuable work of art by the surrealist artist, Salvidor Dali.

Hochhauser, pled guilty last September to one count of Attempted Grand larceny in the 2™
degree, a class "D" felony offense. Under the terms of the plea agreement, Acting State Supreme
Court Justice Steven Barrett sentenced Hochahasuer to a term of one to three years imprisonment.

Hochhauser, 40, of Queens, was arrested on June 17, 2003 following a three and a half month
joint investigation with the New York City Department of Investigations. The defendant admitted
that he "acted in concert" allegedly with three other Department of Correction employees, in stealing
the artwork which was owned by the Department of Correction.

Still awaiting trial are former assistant Deputy Warden Benny Nuzzo, Correction Officer’s

Timothy Pina and Greg Sokol.
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The Untitled Surrealist artwork was on display in a public area near the entrance of the Eric
M. Taylor Detention Center on Rikers Island. The painting was reported missing on March 1, 2003,
when someone noticed a copy had been substituted for the original "Dali" which has an appraised
value of $250,000. The artist gave the work to the Department of Correction as a gift in 1965, when
illness prevented him from making a scheduled visit to Rikers Island.

The stolen artwork is a gouache mixed media composition in India ink and pencil on board,
depicting the crucifixion of Christ. It measures 59 x 39 2 inches and is in a card, stained, mahogany
wood frame. Anyone with information that could assist with investigators I locating the missing
artwork should call (718) 590-2277 of (212) 266-1900.

The case is being prosecuted by Senior Trial Assistant District Attorney Donald Levin of the

Investigations Division.
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Monday, November 17, 2003

BRONX MAN IS SENTENCED TO 40 YEARS IMPRISONMENT FOR A

GUNPOINT "PUSH IN" ROBBERY OF A WOMAN IN THE PRESENCE OF SIX

YOUNG CHILDREN IN HER CARE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 46 year-old Bronx man
has been sentenced to a term of up to 40 years imprisonment for the gunpoint push in robbery of a
woman and six children in her care.

Johnnie Cooks, of 1920 Walton Avenue, was convicted last October 9, 2003, of one count
each of Robbery in the 1¥ degree, Robbery in the 2™ degree, Burglary in the 1* degree, and two
counts of Endangering the welfare of a child.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Phyllis Skloot Bamberger sentenced the defendant to
consecutive terms of 20 years on each count of robbery in the 1* degree, and burglary in the 1
degree, a concurrent term of 10 years imprisonment on the charge of robbery in the 2" degree, and
1 year imprisonment on each count of child endangerment to be served consecutively with each other
but concurrent to all other terms of imprisonment.

The crimes occurred on July 23, 2002 when Cooks and two accomplices forced their way into
an apartment where Mayra Garcia, 46, was caring for six children. Garcia was the biological mother
of three of the children, the foster parent of two others and babysitter of the sixth youngster. The
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children ranged in age from three to fourteen years old.

The intruders, armed with a .38 caliber revolver, knocked on the door and pushed their way
into the apartment when Garcia let them in without looking through the peephole because she had
been expecting her sister to arrive for a visit. The victim’s eleven year old son was in a bedroom
when he heard his mother screaming. When the boy looked into the hallway and saw the men hitting
his mother, he grabbed his cell phone and dialed 911 for help.

Another son, meanwhile, who had been sleeping when the commotion began, ran into the
hallway in an effort to help his mother whose hands had been tied with duct tape. One of the
intruders grabbed the fourteen year old from behind, pushed him to the floor and threatened the boy
while holding a knife at his neck. When the eleven year old victim saw his fourteen year old brother
being tied, the younger boy tried to intervene but was subdued immediately and bound with duct
tape, hands behind his back. The defendants removed gold chains that the boys were wearing, and
took other jewelry and a bank ATM card that were found during a search of the apartment. When
police arrived in response to the call to 911, the eleven year old boy stood up and was able to
maneuver his hands to unlock the front door. Crooks and his accomplices were in a back room
attempting to flee when police arrested them. The four younger children who were also in the
apartment during the robbery were not harmed. Two had locked themselves in the bathroom and two
locked themselves in a third bedroom during the ordeal.

Accomplices Jonnie Scott, 47, and Carmelo Pereira, 36, each pled guilty to a single count of

Burglary in the first degree on October 2002. Over the DA’s objection, Scott was sentenced to a
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term of ten and a half years imprisonment while Pereira received a term of eight years imprisonment.
The People had recommended a sentence of eighteen years imprisonment for Scott and fifteen

years imprisonment for Pereira.

The case against Cooks was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Cristina Park who

also prosecuted accomplices Scott and Pereira.
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Wednesday, November 19, 2003

WESTCHESTER COUNTY MAN CONVICTED OF RECKLESS

ENDANGERMENT FOR LEADING POLICE ON A HIGH SPEED CAR CHASE

Bronx District Attomey Robert T. Johnson announced today that a thirty year old drug
suspect, who led police on a high speed car chase into neighboring Yonkers and back into the
Bronx, has pled guilty to one count of Reckless Endangerment in the first degree.

Nicholas Bellusct, of Thomwood, New York, admitted that “under circumstances
evincing a depraved indifference to human life” he engaged in conduct that created a grave risk
of death to another person by driving in a reckless manner and at a high and excessive rate of
speed on October 21, 2003. Bellusci. in an effort to elude capture, led police on the high speed
chase along Jerome Avenue, Mosholu Parkway, the Saw Mill River Parkway, Briggs Avenue and
Gun Hill Road. During the pursuit, Bellusci’s vehicle struck a number of other vehicles
including cars driven by police officers and civilians, thereby endangering other motorists as well
as pedestrians.

Judge Robert Torres set sentencing for Wednesday, December 17, 2003 in Part F. Under
terms of the plea agreement, Bellusci will be sentenced, as a predicate felony offender, to a term

of three to six years imprisonment.
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Bellusci has two prior felony convictions, for criminal possession of stolen property in 1996 and

attempted burglary in 1993.
The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Alex Zigman.
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Thursday, November 20, 2003

“QOPERATION GOOD NEIGHBOR” DFALS BLOW TO FOUR STREET LEVEL
DRUG CREWS IN THE TREMONT SECTION OF THE BRONX — MORE THAN A -
DOZEN PEOPLE ARRESTED FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION INITIATED BY

COMPLAINTS FROM AREA RESIDENTS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a seven month joint
investigation with NYPD’s Bronx Narcotics Division has resulted in the arrests of sixteen alleged
drug dealers, including members of four independent “drug crews” operating within the 46®
Precinct. Fourteen defendants, including two juveniles, were arrested early this morning. Two
others, cocaine dealers with no specific drug crew affiliations, were taken into custody last month.
Charges will also be filed against three other defendants who currently are incarcerated on
unrelated offenses.

The investigation, OPERATION GOOD NEIGHBOR, began in May, 2003 as a result of
continuing complaints by residents about drug dealing in the affected area, which is bounded by
Mount Hope Place on the north, by East 175% Street on the south, by Anthony Avenue on the
east, and by Monroe Avenue on the west.

District Attorney Johnson said: “These arrests underscore the importance of concerned

citizens coming forward to report drug activity in their community. In this case, a coordinated
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response by my Office and the NYPD has helped to stem the flow of illegal drugs and improve the
quality of life for hard working, law abiding families.”

All except two of the defendants are alleged to be affiliated with organizations identified
as The 7-Up Crew, The East 176™ Street Crew, The 247 Mount Hope Place Crew, and The
Mount Hope / Monroe Avenue Crew. During the course of the investigation undercover
detectives, on numerous occasions, purchased quatitities of heroin, crack-cocaine, powdered
cocaine and marijuana from the defendants. The overwhelming majority of these “undercover
buys” occurred within one thousand feet of a school. Some of the narcotics were packaged and
sold under the brand names “7-Up” and “Bone Collector”. There were also instances in which
one defendant offered to sell handguns to an undercover detective, although the “sales” never
occurred. In all, six undercover detectives purchased narcotics from these four crews on sixty
two separate occasions between May 2003 and August, 2003.

Information that was developed during the investigation also led to the arrest last month
of two independent cocaine dealers who were unaffiliated with any of the four crews targeted by
investigators. Detectives purchased cocaine in powder form from that individual on four different
occasions in quantities that could result in consecutive sentences of life imprisonment upon
conviction.

The defendants have been charged with various drug related offenses including Criminal
sale of a controlled substance in the first and third degrees, Criminal sale of a controlled substance

in or near school grounds, Criminal possession of a controlled substance in the first and third
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degrees, and Criminal sale of marijuana in the fourth degree. Except for the independent cocaine
dealers and two juveniles, the defendants are facing maximum sentences of up to twenty five years
imprisonment.

Assistant District Attorneys Thomas Kapp and Aaron Kaplan are prosecuting the cases.
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Wednesday, November 26, 2003

PHYSICIAN’S ASSISTANT CHARGED WITH STEALING MORE THAN

$50.000 AFTER HOSPITAL AUDITORS UNCOVER TIME SHEET SCAM

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 45 year old
Physician’s Assistant has been charged with stealing more than fifty thousand dollars by
allegedly submitting time sheets for working simultaneous shifts at Montefiore Medical Center
and the Albert Einstein Medical Center.

Ann Landsman, of 3412 Avenue L, Brooklyn, has been charged with Grand larceny in
the second degree and Criminal possession of stolen property in the second degree, both Class C
felony offenses punishable by a maximum sentence of up to fifteen years imprisonment.

The theft occurred between January 1, 2002 and September 30, 2003 when Landsman,
according to court papers, signed up for simultaneous shifts as a Physician’s Assistant at both
Montefiore Medical Center and Albert Einstein Medical Center. Time sheets submitted to each
institution indicated that the shifts were worked on the same dates at the same times. Landsman,
who eamned an annual salary of approximately $78,000, was required to remain on each site for
the entire shift. However, investigators uncovered evidence that the defendant split her time
between the two medical facilities. She allegedly shuttled back and foﬁh from one to the other, in

an effort to attend to the needs of patients in her care. The scam came to light when a doctor,
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who was affiliated with both institutions, came across one of the defendant’s time sheets. The
doctor realized that the defendant could not have been in two places at the same time and notified
hospital administrators who contacted the Bronx District Attorney’s Office after conducting an
audit.

The case is being prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Eric Hassing of the Arson /

Auto / Economic Fraud Bureau.
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Monday, December 1, 2003

BRONX MAN IS SENTENCED TO ONE YEAR IMPRISONMENT FOR
ANIMAL CRUELTY

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 33 year-old Bronx man
has been sentenced to one year in jail for torturing a four year-old Shih Tzu dog last September.

Gregory Calderon, of 1020 Boynton Avenue, appeared before Bronx Criminal Court Judge
Harold Adler and pled guilty to 1 count of "Overdriving, torturing and injuring animals”, a class "A"
misdemeanor offense under the Agriculture and Markets Law §353. Under the terms of the plea
agreement, Calderon, a predicate felon, waived his right to an early release and was sentenced to the
maximum term of one-year imprisonment.

The dog’s owner Melody Medina, had left the animal in the care of her brother in-law,
Calderon, and his mother. When Medina telephoned her in-laws home on September 14, 2003, she
was told that her dog was injured and bleeding.

Medina took her dog to the hospital where it was determined that the animal had been
severely bumned on its lower abdominal and rump areas. Further examination also revealed blood
in the white parts of both eyes, and bruising of the skin around both eyes. Calderon later admitted

that he beat and burned the dog with hot water. The dog has permanent vision loss
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Assistant District Attorney Kiran C. Vashishta of the Investigations Bureau prosecuted this

case.
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Thursday, December 4, 2003

BRONX MAN IS CONVICTED OF MURDER IN THE DEATH OF OFF DUTY
NARCOTICS DETECTIVE

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that 29 year-old Luis Gonzalez
a.k.a. Luis Gomez has been convicted of murder in the death of off duty narcotics detective Jaime
Betancourt, 34, in March 2002.

Gonzalez, pled guilty to one count of Intentional Murder in the 2™ degree. Acting State
Supreme Court Justice William Mogelscu set sentencing for Friday, January 23, 2003, in Part M30.
Under the terms of the plea agreement, Gonzalez will be sentenced to a term of 15 years to life
imprisonment. The People recommended a term of 20 years imprisonment.

Betancourt was stabbed in the chest and killed when he intervened in a dispute between his
girlfriend and Gonzalez, the woman’s ex-boyfriend and father of her child at the woman’s apartment
on March 31, 2002.

Gonzalez fled immediately after the homicide and eluded police for nine days before he was
taken into custody in Miami, Florida.

Chief Trial Counsel Assistant District Attorney Daniel McCarthy and Assistant District
Attorney Maria Rivero, prosecuted this case.
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Thursday, December 11, 2003

VETERAN NEW YORK CITY CORRECTION OFFICER GUILTY IN

ATTEMPTED COVERUP OF ASSAULT ON AN INMATE AT THE CITY JAIL ON

RIKERS ISLAND

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a New York City
Correction Officer has been convicted of trying to cover up an assault on a Rikers Island inmate.

Matthew D’Orazio, 35, of Staten Island, pled guilty to one count of Falsifying business
records in the first degree, a Class E, felony offense in connection with an assault on an inmate
on September 21, 2002.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice Steven Barrett set sentencing for January 28, 2004 in
Part M60. Under terms of the plea agreement, D’Orazio will be sentenced to five years
probation. D’Orazio, a fifteen y'ear veteran of the New York City Department of Correction,
resigned prior to his conviction.

The incident occurred in the George Motrin Detention Center on Rikers Island after an
inmate became involved in an altercation with another Correction Officer during a routine
search. The two became involved in a verbal exchange which resulted in the officer pushing the
inmate to the floor. Two Correction Department Captains responded quickly and defused the

situation. It wasn’t until after order had been restored that the defendant, Matthew D’Orazio,
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arrived at the scene and became involved. D’Orazio punched the inmate in the face as he was
getting up from the floor. D’Orazio later filed a department “use of force” witness report falsely
claiming that he had thrown the punch because a fellow Correction Officer was being attacked.
As it turned out, D’Orazio’s account of what had happened was not corroborated by a video tape
of the incident that was recorded by a security camera. Ironically, the single punch by the
defendant would have resulted only in a misdemeanor charge, while falsifying business records
to cover up the incident resulted in a more serious felony charge being filed.

Assistant District Attorney Donald Levin of the Rackets Bureau is prosecuting the case.
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Friday, December 12, 2003

BRONX MAN IS CONVICTED FOR AUTO STRIPPING

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that a 37 year-old Bronx man
has been convicted of stripping parts from an automobile.

A Bronx jury found Tider Torres, of 723 Oakland Place, guilty of Auto Stripping in the 2
degree. Under ordinary circumstances, auto stripping is considered an "A" misdemeanor offense
punishable by a maximum of one-year imprisonment. However, because Torres has a prior auto
stripping conviction within the last five years, the current case was elevated from misdemeanor to
felony status. Torres, a non-violent predicate felony offender, faces a maximum term of up to 4
years imprisonment when he appears before Acting State Supreme Court Justice Barbara Newman
for sentencing on Thursday, January 8, 2004 in Part T13.

The incident occurred around 3:00 A.M., on June 18, 2003, when two Police Officers on
patrol in the 50" Precinct, heard the sound of breaking glass followed by the sound of an auto alarm.
The Officers ob§ewed Torres leaning into a 1994 Toyota Camry parked in front of 49 West 225%
Street. The defendant was found hiding in a nearby dumpster, and taken into custody following a
brief chase. At the time of his arrest, Torres was found to have burglar’s tools in his possession.

Assistant District Attomey’s Susanna Imbo, and Sara Jacobson of the Trial Bureau
prosecuted this case.
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Tuesday, December 16, 2003

EX-MARINE FROM VIRGINIA PLEADS GUILTY TO MURDER IN THE
DEATHS OF TWO LIVERY CAB DRIVERS

Bronx District Attorney Robert T. Johnson announced today that Roberto Mayen of Virginia,
has been convicted of murder in the first and second degrees for shooting two livery cab drivers to
death, in separate incidents, on October 19, 2002.

Mayen, 27, of Woodbridge, Virginia, pled guilty to 1 count of Murder in the 1* degree in the
shooting death of Kleber Valencia, 29, and 1 count of Murder in the 2™ degree in the death of Joe
Robles. The shootings apparently were unprovoked and no explanation regarding the motive for the
murders was provided.

Acting State Supreme Court Justice William Mogelescu set sentencing for Tuesday, January
27, 2004 in Part M30. The judge has indicated that he will sentence the defendant to concurrent
terms of 25 years to life imprisonment for both counts of murder, although the People are
recommending that the defendant be sentenced to a term of 30 years to life.

Mayen gunned down his victims with a 9 mm semi-automatic pistol. Robles was shot first,
at the intersection of Commonwealth and Westchester Avenues, at approximately 7:30 PM, on

October 19, 2002. A short time later, Mayen shot Valencia with the same weapon in front of 447
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White Plains Road. The defendant fled to Canada and was apprehended in Maine the next morning
when he returned to the United States.
Assistant District Attorney, Daniel McCarthy, Chief Trial Counsel and Director of Training

is prosecuting this case.
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