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U.S.  POSTAL WORKER SENTENCED TO SIX MONTHS IN JAIL FOR 

SCAMMING NEARLY $200,000 IN WORKERS’ COMPENSATION  
Bronx Letter Carrier Claimed She Couldn’t Function Outside Home, 

But Took Cruises and Drove A Car 

 
         Bronx District Attorney Darcel D. Clark announced today that a USPS employee who stole 

nearly $200,000 in Workers‟ Compensation Benefits by falsely claiming she was too panicked to 

leave her home has been sentenced to jail time and must pay restitution. 

 

         District Attorney Clark said, “The defendant claimed to be a „prisoner in her own home‟ to 

defraud the government of tax-free benefits meant to help those truly unable to work. Now she 

must serve time in jail. We will not tolerate rip-offs of government benefits.” 

 

         Eileen Neff, Special Agent in Charge of the USPS Office of Inspector General Northeast 

Area Field Office, said, “This conviction shows that those who seek to defraud the workers‟ 

compensation program and corrupt its legitimate purpose will be thoroughly and vigorously 

investigated by the special agents of the USPS Office of Inspector General and our law 

enforcement partners. I commend the Bronx District Attorney‟s Office on their handling of this 

case as it was instrumental in putting an end to the high cost of the defendant‟s fraud against the 

Postal Service.” 

 

         District Attorney Clark said the defendant, Maria Chmielewski, a USPS worker since 2004 

in the Bronx‟s Woodlawn Station, had been collecting  benefits through the U.S. Department of 

Labor Office of Workers‟ Compensation since August, 2008. Chmielewski claimed to have 

suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder, panic disorder, and agoraphobia. 

 

While receiving 75% of her salary for her condition, tax free and with cost of living 

adjustments, Chmielewski took two separate holiday cruises to Alaska and Canada, completed a 

10-month Practical Nursing program and was spotted driving on multiple occasions.  

 

 Chmielewski was arrested in June 2014 following a joint investigation between the Bronx 

District Attorney‟s Office and the USPS Office of the Inspector General, Northeast Area Field 

Office. 
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           Chmielewski, 40, of 2990 Zulette Ave. in Throggs Neck, was convicted by a jury after an 

hour of deliberation to second-degree Grand Larceny and second-degree Insurance Fraud on  

February 17
th

, 2016. Chmielewski was sentenced on March 10th, to six months in jail concurrent 

with five years of probation by Bronx Supreme Court Justice John Carter, who also ordered her to 

pay $192,227.93 in restitution to the U.S. Department of Labor Office of Workers‟ Compensation 

Programs. 

   

           The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Peter D‟Angelo of the Bronx 

District Attorney‟s Arson/Auto/Economic Crimes Bureau. 
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